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began to play his pipe. Out of nowhere all
T hethestranger
cars appeared and followed him out of Bogotá.
The people were delighted and danced in the streets,
“we are so lucky!” they cried—“Every town should be
visited by the Pied Piper.”
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Welcome to the 11th Car Busters magazine—the “it’s all changed a bit,”
schitzophrenic, revolutionary, themeless edition.
In these pages you will find an eccletic mix which represents the
different areas of interest and styles in our oh-so-dysfunctional collective
English family; an edition that manages to simultaneaously discuss the future of
Bogotá, including an interview with ex-mayor Peñalosa himself, whom our
Ivana gladly jumped “in bed with”! (see page 11); children and car addiction (page 14);
and the global climate crisis—who, what, where, when and how any meaningful
opportunities to prevent climate chaos are being weakened, messed up or utterly
overthrown. And what you can do about it (page 20).
You will not find AP Press rules, as we got fed up with the dichotomy between
English language and spelling and American press rules, and dropped it like a hot
cake. You will (probably) find lots of errors, as our proof reading expert has left us. The
first person to spot 10 errors, or more, will win a free one year subscription to our freestyle, anarchic, and ecletic little rag...
We hope you enjoy reading it as much as we enjoyed writing it!
Willkommen zum 11. Car Busters - der schizophrenen, revolutionären,
themenlosen, “alles hat sich etwas verändert” Ausgabe.
Auf den folgenden Seiten wirst du eine eklektizistische Mischung finden,
die die verschiedenen Interessengebiete und Stile unserer ach-wieD e u t s c h dysfunktionalen Kollektivfamilie repräsentiert - einer Ausgabe, der es
gelingt, gleichzeitig unter anderem Folgendes zu thematisieren: die Zukunft
von Bogota - inklusive einem Interview mit dem früheren Bürgermeister Penalosa, mit
welchem unsere Ivana nur allzu gerne “ins Bett stieg”, persönlich! (siehe Seite 11);
Kinder und die Abhängigkeit vom Auto (Seite 14); die globalen Klimakrise - wer, was,
wo, wann und wie alle wichtigen Chancen, das Klimachaos zu vermeiden entweder
geschwächt, verkorkst oder gar nicht erst ergriffen werden. Und was ihr dagegen tun
könnt (Seite 20).
Ihr werdet keine AP Presseregeln finden, denn wir hatten genug von der Dichotomie
zwischen der englischen Sprache und Rechtschreibung und amerikanischen
Presseregeln, und ließen sie somit fallen wie eine heiße Kartoffel. Ihr werdet
(wahrscheinlich) viele Fehler finden, da unser Korrektor uns verlassen hat. Der/die
Erste, der/die 10 oder mehr Fehler entdeckt, gewinnt ein Jahresabo für unser
anarchistisches, eklektizistisches Freestyle-Blatt.
Bienvenidos a el número 11 de la revista Car Busters -la edición del ”todo a
cambiado un poco”, esquizofrénica, revolucionaria y sin tema.
En estas páginas encontrarás una mezcla ecléctica que representa
las diferentes áreas de interés y estilos en nuestra ”poco funcional” familia;
Español una edición que consigue simultáneamente explorar el futuro de Bogotá,
incluyendo una entrevista con el mismo ex-alcalde Peñalosa, con quien nuestra Ivana
“salto alegremente sobre la cama!” (ver página 11); la adicción a los coches en los
niños (página 14); y la crisis del clima global -Quién, Qué, Cuándo y Cómo cualquier
oportunidad razonable de detener el cambio climático se está esfumando. Y qué puedes
hacer tú al respecto (página 20).
No encontrarás las reglas de estilo de la agencia de prensa AP, por que nos
volvíamos locos con la dicotomía entre las normas de la lengua inglesa y las reglas de la
prensa americana, así que las hemos soltado como chocolate caliente. Encontrarás
(probablemente) muchos errores, porque nuestro corrector de pruebas nos ha dejado. La
primera persona que encuentre 10 errores, o más, ganará una suscripción gratuita a
nuestra anárquica y ecléctica revista. Esperamos que disfrutes leyéndola lo mismo que
nosotros hemos disfrutado escribirla.
La traduction française est fournie dans un supplement inséré dans
tous les magazines destinés aux pays francophones. Contactez Car
Busters si vous voulez le recevoir dans un pays non-francophone.
Pokud jste si casopis nejprve prolistovali, zjistili, ze uvnitr zadna cestina neni,
a citite se proto podvedeni, nezatracujte nás jeste, prosím. Ona sice ani tohle
neni zrovna cestina, protoze se nas program nejak pohadal s ceskymi fonty a
nehodla se s nimi zabyvat, ale to dopriste vyresime. Hlavne ale pro Vás budeme
mit specialni osmistrannou prílohu. Najdete v ní hlavni clanky z casopisu: o tom, jak vypadal
den bez aut v Kolumbii v Bogote a jaky tam mají bajecny plan rozvoje mesta, o tom, jak se
deti stavaji zavisle na automobilech, ci o klimatickem hazardu, ktery s nami hraji politictí
predstavitele “rozvinutych, demokratickych” statu, a take o tom, co muzete udelat pro klima
Vy. Samozrejme nebudou chybet ani zajímave studie, grafika a novinky.
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Letters
Lettres • Briefe • Cartas

Feeling alone with
your opinion? Send
a letter under 300
words, and we just
might inflict it
on all our readers.

Car-Free and Loving It!
Hello, just writing to let you know I tried
to send a big “smiley face” to you, as I
am in complete support of the car-free
movement and would like to get more
involved in/informed on this campaign.
For the last three years, my wife and
I have totally abandoned car driving, mostly
out of disgust for what it does to the
environment and to people’s behaviour.
We both feel liberated from those polluting little metal boxes and enjoy getting
around by train, the Paris metro, the bus
and above all by foot.
It is a source of hope and encouragement to know of organisations such as
Car Busters, and I would be most happy
to be able to participate in any event or
specific campaign organised by your
organisation.
Michael Sanner
Paris, France

One From the United
States of the Automobile
I read about you in the Utne Reader (U.S.
alternative magazine). I just visited your
website and want to express my heartfelt
support of what you are doing. I live less
than five miles from my place of work
(planned it that way!) and never have to
drive there. I combine cycling (my most
frequent and favored method), hovering
(on my newly purchased Zappy electric
scooter), taking the bus, and occasional
car-pooling to get to work.
Please keep up your valuable efforts
to eliminate the car dominated culture,
which is no more apparent than here in
the USA (that’s the United States of the
Automobile!).
Jonathan Balcombe, Ph.D.
Germantown, Maryland, USA

Luddites Are Us!
I totally support the car-free movement!
I believe that our society would be much
better without these polluter-monsters out
there on the streets.
I lived in a big city, São Paulo, and
the pollution, traffic jams and car crashes
are a big problem there.
I moved to the countryside a couple
of months ago because all those problems
were making me suicidal.
Basically I’m a Luddite, I support
everything that is against “bad
progress.”
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This is my theory:
There is good evolution or progress
and bad evolution. Every effort made to
achieve a better co-existence between men
and nature is greatly welcome. Everything
that improves the quality and the wellbeing of the water, air, food, plants, soil—
all animals—and doesn’t pollute or degrade
the biosphere in any way is welcome.
Everything that is used for luxury, greed,
domination and pollutes and degrades the
air, the soil, the water, or life generally, is
bad. No matter how much profit can be
made by using these things.
So...I’m by your side!!!
Leandro da Fonseca
Brazil

Why Be Nice? They Aren’t.
The major problem with being
nice to motorists as Philip and
many others advocate [see
Letters, Car Busters #10] is that
there is not the time to be nice
if the planet is to be saved.
The multinationals are certainly not
very nice, particularly the oil industry. Few
governments, if any, are nice. The World
Bank is not nice. Are any banks nice?
This being nice seems to be a very
one-sided thing.
I am surprised at how often I hear the
number “50 years” coming up as a time
when things are going to be really bad.
This number is within the lifetime of a
very large number of people.
As a very famous actor once said, “it
is very easy to demonstrate that people
are stupid” and the above mentioned know
this equally well and exploit it for all it is
worth. Being nice is going on far too long
to save the planet.
Oh, and motorists are not even nice to
themselves in general.
Ian D. Hague
Tiptree, England

Standard Fare in
Southern California
Good News. Bad News.
Bad News: Transit strike in Freeway City.
We’re in our third week with no break in
sight. Good News: I sold my car and am
free of the whole system.
[Here] in L.A. The Metropolitan Transit
Authority board seems not to care less how
long the strike continues as they receive
approximately the same funding regardless.
Writing this letter at the bus stop,
watching near-empty cars pass, waiting
for the scantly operating shuttles, I bemoan
the opportunistic stubbornness of the
cab drivers.
You see, they are strictly sticking to
the rules, regulations and high fares in
spite of current circumstances. Why, if

they’d just follow the bus routes and charge
a couple of dollars, they could make a bundle.
This practice is followed throughout the world.
All of a sudden, I look up from the page
and a van opens its doors.
“Cobras o es un Iglesia?” I saw an old
Korean man in the front seat and honestly
thought it was a church group.
“Cobramos. Adonde vas?”
“Hasta Pico. Cuanto?”
“Un dolar.”
I put my fingers to my lips and climbed in.
“Solo un dolar. Mejor te doy dos.” What
a pleasure. My first day without a car and I
was already among the fine carless citizens
of our city. There is a common myth that you
cannot live in L.A. without a car. I did for
seven years and am back at it after a threeyear lapse. In my opinion, it is closer to the
truth that you can think clearly in L.A. only
without a car.
I sat back and breathed a sigh of relief.
Like the silent spaces between the phrases
of great music, this was an important break.
We arrived at Pico. “Sigale. Merecen un
premio ustedes. Muy amable.” My next ride
arrived in under a minute. A lone woman in a
white van. We honked at passengers, but only
one climbed aboard. The rest gave us distrusting
looks. The local media have labelled these
cabbies “criminals.” Their popular name is
Riteros, from the word “ride.” They face
heavy fines and possible jail time. Seems
odd, but here that’s just standard fare.
Michael Jacob Rochlin
Unreinforced Masonry Studio
Los Angeles, California, USA

Thank you
...for being there.
I was a Buster before I knew it. Growing up in
the auto capital of the world l learned to hate
cars at a very early age. Certainly a compulsion
which did not endear me to my dad who retired
from Buick with 48 years of service.
I had a knack for making the people
around me feel uncomfortable. A knack still
with me today, except that I don’t feel like
it’s a curse any longer. Seems like I was
always running around pissing off people and
then apologizing for it.
It feels really good knowing there are
others out there who can appreciate when
I say one of my greatest achievements in life
so far is, I’ve never owned a car. This
February I turn 46.
Steve Goodman
Tucson, Arizona, USA

Pavement-Ripping Ahoy
Thank you for an excellent magazine!
You’re doing a great job. And you have a
lot of great ideas. I think I’m soon going to
try to remove some pavement here in
Trondheim, Norway...
Magnus Killingland
Trondheim, Norway
March 2001 Car Busters

CAR CULT
REVIEW
“The machine of a dream, such a clean machine
With the pistons a pumpin’, and the hubcaps all gleam.
When I’m holding your wheel, All I hear is your gear,
When my hand’s on your grease gun,
Oh it’s like a disease, son,
I’m in love with my car, gotta feel for my automobile,
Get a grip on my boy racer rollbar,
Such a thrill when your radials squeal.”
- Queen, “I’m in Love With My Car”, 1975
We Love Cars!
More Than Our Kids...
People from Ohio, USA, love their cars more
than their own children or partner. According
to a survey by an insurance company called
Progressive, 45 percent of married men and
women declared the car to be the most
important thing in their life, while only six
percent prefered their children and ten
percent prefered their partner.
As St. Valentine’s Day is approaching,
17 percent of respondents have decided to
buy a present for their metal darlings.
About one third of respondents give their
car a name and 84 percent feel genuine
love towards it.
- Právo, February 1

For The American Love
In the pictures, Elvis Presley and Marilyn
Monroe get out of the car and stroll down
the red carpet past the fans and paparazzi.
Most people see the clothes, the hair, the
glamour of stardom. Jaroslav Zvonar sees
the 1959 Cadillac.
Like a little boy in his secret hideout,
the president and founder of the first Veteran
U.S. Car Club Praha looks around his
clubhouse—filled with pictures of Presley
and Monroe, an electric guitar, record
albums, license plates. But these are minor
rock n’roll relics when compared to Zvonar’s
collection of classic automobiles.
The Veteran U.S. Car Club Praha has
about 100 members who share Zvonar’s
love of the American automobile. “America
isn’t America without the Mustang or the
Corvette or the Cadillac,” he says.
Zvonar’s first American car was a 1970
Cadillac Seville, but his collecting began
with his first BMW in 1967. Collecting hot
rods was a formidable task, especially in
the icy days of Czechoslovak “normalisation.” Though easier now, the hobby is
still an expensive one.
Zvonar earns money by renting his
cars to film and commercial productions.
March 2001 Car Busters

He is also a jack-of-all-trades, doing
construction and repair work, even acting,
to finance his collection.
Why? It’s his admiration for American
automobile designers in the ’50s and ’60s.
“Back then, they still created,” he says.
“They really thought about cars, how to
make them the most interesting, the best
looking. Like the front of the Cadillac or the
fins at the back.” He brightens up at the
thought of the Caddie. His is mint green.
He won’t let anyone else wash it.
Today Zvonar specialises in cars with
tail fins. “I like that they’re big—a gorgeous
ride,” he explains, mimicking a steering
wheel with his hands. “It’s a powerful
engine... If you step on it you could tear off
the floor... All the luxuries and benefits are
there: a smooth ride, automatic transmission, it heats, it’s safe. You don’t have
to be afraid of anything—tons of metal
around you.”
While he may dote on one and search
fervently for another, Zvonar loves all the
cars equally. “It’s hard to pick just one. I
like them all—that’s why I have them. The
one I was probably most excited about
getting was my first Corvette, the Stingray.”
The boy inside beams and proudly adds:
“It’s red.”
- Prague Post, November 2000

Noise Takes its Toll
Margo Mamou works on the front lines of
traffic—and it’s a pain. “After a while it
does start hurting your ears,” says Mamou,
who’s experienced nine years of snarling,
honking vehicles as a toll-taker at the Bay
Bridge in San Francisco, USA.
Physicists who specialise in acoustics
are looking for ways to help people who
have to coexist with the growing road
racket of the 21st century. But research
proceeds slowly—and, so far, there’s no
panacea, scientists admit.
At Purdue University in West Lafayette,
scientists are investigating “noise
cancelling” headsets. Unfortunately, this
“solution” has proved less than satisfactory.
While the headsets did substantially
reduce noise exposure, toll collectors
“didn’t like wearing a headset. It’s heavy
on the head, messes up your hair, and
presses on your ears,” said Robert
Bernhard, head of the university’s Institute
for Safe, Quiet and Durable Highways.
Nevertheless, an environmental
engineer, Victor Zeuzem dreams of a day
when, thanks to science, roads will be so
quiet that there won’t be any need for
noise barriers.
“Not only do barriers cost $1 million
a mile to construct, they’re also
sometimes unattractive, can block sunlight and lure graffiti artists,” Zeuzem
says. In some cases, homeowners have
complained that road barriers actually
worsen noise.
So “quieter” roads and tires are an
appealing alternative—if only science
could perfect them. For many years,
engineers around the world have
experimented with relatively new types of
“quiet” road surfaces, such as “porous
asphalt.” They’re quieter because they
contain small holes that absorb sound
from tires. However, dirt tends to clog
the pores and thus eliminate noisesuppressing capabilities over time.
- SF Examiner, November 2000

Interesting Calming Methods
New York City Transportation Department
tries really hard to calm traffic, especially
the pedestrian one.
At busy Manhattan corners signs
were posted, warning pedestrians to get
out of the way of big trucks that mount
kerbs and pavements while blundering
through the crowded neighbourhood. The
signs inform the public that “pedestrian
injuries are preventable.”
In another part of the city the
department proposed narrowing pavements to make the street more of an
on-ramp for a highway. So far the area
has featured fairly heavy pedestrian
traffic which apparently needs to be
calmed down.
- Adapted from Transportation
Alternatives listserv #716
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IndustryWatch
GreenHouseGases
Fed up with wading through a
mountain of impressive sounding
acronyms every time you want to
challenge the Global Economy?
Irritated by their seemingly
innocent nature, only to reveal
the insidious and conniving
organisations these acronyms
stand for? Is it a delibrate
ploy to confuse and bore us into
submission? Well it won’t work.
This guide is a completely biased
attempt to help you understand
who’s who in the Greenhouse Gases
(GHG)emissions trading market.
API

American
Petroleum
Institute. Enthusiastic member
of the Global Climate Coalition,
the API represents the entire
American petroleum industry and
believes that climate change is
not caused by human activities.
Strong advocates of “voluntary”
action for reduction of emissions
and environmental legislation as
opposed to mandatory action.

BRT Business Round Table.
American equivalent of the
European Round Table. An
association of Chief Executive
Officers representing leading
U.S. corporations and the
interests of American people as
consumers, employees, share
holders and suppliers. Not as
living breathing members of the
human race then!
Like other groups of this nature
they are big supporters of
voluntary actions arguing that
they will “shock” the economic
system too much.

www.Co2.e.com.
It’s not an acronym but they
deserve mentioning. It is here
on this website that 24 hour
online carbon trading will take
place. Founded in 2000 by Cantor
Fitzgeralds and accountants Price
Waterhouse Coopers, their aim is
to prepare corporations globally
to understand and manage the
impact of GHGs. Check out the
website glossary for all the new
business jargon.

ERT European Round Table. Set
up in 1983 the ERT consists of
49 powerful European industries,
whose aims are to promote
competitiveness and growth of
Europe’s economy. By identifying
economic issues, analysing
critical factors the ERT
influence political decision
makers in Europe. Oddly enough,
quite frequently suggestions they
make creep themselves into
policies some 6 months later such
as the TransEuropean Network.
EIT Countries (at present mostly
in Central and Eastern Europe)
where economies are in a transitional and development phase.

EMA Emissions Marketing Association. Lobbies against any kind
of restrictions or limitations
on the use of emissions trading.

ENS European Nuclear Society. A
bit buggered because one thing
they did come up with in Den Haag
was that nukes would not be an
acceptable within the Clean Development Mechanisms. However, the
USA, Canada and Japan will
continue working tirelessly to
prevent any move to exclude
nuclear power completely.
G7/G8 A very powerful group of 8

ICC International Chamber of
Commerce. The fundamental belief
of the ICC is that “trade is a
powerful force for peace.” Having
been around since 1919 these guys
know how to play the field. Every
year the hosts of the G8 summit
meet with the presidency of the
ICC, for what has become deemed
as a highly effective means of
channeling business recommendations to summit leaders. A
little known but hugely
influential lobbying body.
The USCIB, the US Council for
International Business, is the
US branch of the ICC.

IETA International Emissions
Trading Association. IETA prides
itself in being an independent
non-profit making organisation
dedicated to the establishment
of effective systems for trading
in GHGs. IETA are also closely
aligned to World Business Council
For Sustainable Development and
their office facilities are
provided by the International
petroleum exchange. IETA set up
and run Co2e.com.
Also members of IETA are the
following, who along with the
World Bank have set up the GEF,
Global Environmental Facility,
loaning and granting money to
developing coutries.

industrialised nations; the USA,
Britain, Japan, France, Canada,
Italy, Germany and since the fall
of communism, Russia.

UNEP United Nations Environment

GCC Global Climate Coalition.

UNDP United Nations Development
Programme.

Founded in 1989 it is an
amalgamation of trade associations. At present they are
arguing for a new direction for
climate issues; their executive
director Glenn Kelly argues that
the Kyoto Protocol will severely
harm the U.S. economy, all
American families, workers,
seniors and children. This crew
is so dodgy that Shell, BP Amoco,
Ford and General Motors have all
pulled out and decided to attempt
to work with the Kyoto Protocol—
but only because they realised
they would make lots and lots of
dollars from carbon trading and
cornering the renewable energy
market.

Programme.

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change. The UN’s own
panel of scientists who have
recommended that GHGs be reduced
by 70 percent.

JUSCANNZ No, this is not a joke.
This means a group of nonEuropean Union industrialised
nations resistant to the European
Union’s early efforts to reduce
emissions.

OPEC Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries. Eleven developing countries that provide 40
percent of the world’s oil supply.
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WBCSD World Business Council for Sustainable
Development. Set up coincidentally* in January
1995, in Geneva, folks here would not know
what sustainability was if it came up and
bit them on their lardy arses.
Their formula seems to be to churn out the
criticism about what a terrible state the
world is in and then lovingly bestow praise
on one or all of their 150 members,
consisting of oil, chemical and car
companies about what a real difference they
are making to the world.

Bank has been increasingly shifting some of its
more controversial projects to its lesser known
“arms” in the hope of escaping further bad
publicity. Members include:

IFC International Financial Corporation, exists
to promote groups in the private sector.
IDA International Development Agency, invests
in very poor countries.

* same time, same place as the World Trade
Organisation.

IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, owned by 153 countries, invests in
developing countries in the ‘advanced’ stages of
development.

World Bank Group (also members of IETA)
More acronyms than pollutants in the air per
square cm over a Shell oil refinery. The World

MIGA Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency,
established to promote equity investment. n

How to Communicate Your Company’s
Environmental Commitment.
Written for industry, this intriguing book, Going
Green by E Bruce Harrison offers an insight into
the working of P.R. campaigns by companies to
portray a “green” image—or greenwash us. It’s
bold, it’s cheeky, it takes the piss—but we
particuarly like this chapter.
What To Do When You’re
Attacked By An Activist Group
What happens if you are publicly targeted, picketed,
put on notice through angry media play or singled
out for hostile stormy action by green activists?
In Oriental martial arts, such as jujitsu, the
target of the attacker uses the energy of the
attacker. The physical thrust is channeled so
that an attack is averted. In effect we are
looking past the attack and into the hearts and
the minds of the attackers.
Take Control of the News
Have spokespersons lined up ready and strategically
placed, line up credible third parties, erase “no
comment” from your vocabulary—it doesn’t work. I
know this may be hard to swallow but your best
response to a question from the press would start
with the words “I am glad you asked that”.
Talk to them if you can. Explore options.
Depolarise. Personalise and listen. Get them on
the phone. Offer to meet with them, invite them
in. Your office is best, but if they won’t come to
see you offer to meet at some neutral place. Your
task is to try and deflate their ballon and to get
direct information about what is motivating them,
March 2001 Car Busters

how serious they are, what they would consider to
be a success.

Do good research, even to the point of hiring a
private detective, get to know your attacker so
you can find potential common ground. Let me
emphasise the point is not to dig up dirt but to
fulfill your biggest need. Which is to stay on
the green if you were there and to get on the
green if you were not.
Principals of Confrontation
— Attacks can come despite good work and
presentation.
— Avoid at all costs the zero sum game, where one
side wins only at the expense of the other.
— The goal of some attacking groups is the conflict
itself.
— When conflict resolution is not possible,
reposition the opposition.
— Involving a third party depolarises.
— Response to a high profile attack should usually
be high profile.
— To minimise the coopting and alienation of
stake holders they must be aggressively informed.
— Key disarming traits are openness to dialogue
and commitment to public interest principals.
— Resolution means the sorting of multiple options
to satisfy mutual interests.
A note on where activism is headed: “expect them
to be less polite”. Tony Leigton, Critical
Trends in the Environment.
The full text is available from Car Busters.
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Following
IVANA JAKUBKOVÁ

You must have heard the
story—the Pied Piper
makes rats leave the
town of Hamelin and
takes children into a
better world. Well, in the
case of Bogotá, the
Piper pushes cars out of
the city and no children
have to leave because
the city itself becomes
a better place...
“The goal is to restore what was once a
city that invited children, teenagers, adults
and the elderly to live happily as members
of the community and enjoy the advantages
it has to offer...The city materialises on the
pavement: that public turf constituting the
space/boundary between the street—the
domain of vehicles—and buildings—the
private domain...This is a question of
expanding and reclaiming pedestrian areas
that have been invaded and essentially
privatised for a variety of individual activities,
but mostly as parking space.”
This enlightened quote comes not from
a radical transport journal but, surprisingly,
straight from the Economic and Social
Development and Public Works Plan for
Santa Fe de Bogotá: 1998-2001. The city
is implementing this plan, which is
“designed to change lives of Bogotá’s
population in a profound way...[and]
stimulate social, cultural and economic
progress.” Economic progress in conjunction with “environmental policies and
strategies [which] will be adapted to ensure
the sort of sustainable growth and

development that guarantees a better
quality of life and preserves natural
resources and strategic ecosystems, as
part of a long-term perspective.”
In a world in which so-called developed
nations are struggling to incorporate
the concept of sustainability in their
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legislation, Columbia, a country facing
economic crisis, fighting drug wars and
plagued by corruption, is just doing it. Its
plan sets seven priorities and suggests
ways of implementing them, and has City
Council approval.
All the priorities aim at enhancing
and reviving community life in the city
and helping the poorest take part in it,
e.g. the first priority ‘Ending Social
Exclusion’ is defined as to “improve living
conditions for people in sub-standard
neighbourhoods where public facilities and
social services are in short supply.”
However, most related to the interests of
Car Busters is the priority of ‘Mobility’
where the aim is to “establish transportation systems that reduce travel time
and provide decent, comfortable and
efficient service that is respectful of the
environment and the urban landscape.”
In other words the plan is to develop
an integrated public transport system which
should cater for the needs of the majority
of Bogotános with a huge fleet of buses,
taxis and bike lanes. All this is accompanied
with progressive restrictions on private
car use which should culminate in 2015

with a total ban in the centre during peak
hours, which the citizens of Bogotá
approved of in a referendum last October.

The Proceedings
Now you might say, “well, this might be a
very nice plan but nice plans usually don’t
work out so easily.” And you’d be right.
Bogotá’s plan is so ambitious that it can
seem unlikely to be completed: especially
as it aims to provide non-profit making public
facilities, like libraries, parks, medical
centres and sewers.
Some proposed projects may have to
be abandoned or altered—the under-ground
metro system idea has already been
cancelled, because the first line would not
be finished any time soon, it would cost
millions of dollars and would only serve
about 10 percent of Bogotá’s population.
Therefore, the emphasis in transportation
is on buses and bicycles, with the aim to
reach a similar level of bicycle usage as
exists in Denmark or the Netherlands.
So, the plan is ambitious and will be

of

Bogotá

difficult, but work has started and there
are already results. Out of 300 km of
bicycle lanes to be built by the end of this
year, 110 km have been finished. So far
the number of everyday cyclists has
increased from 0.5 percent in 1997 to 4
percent in 1999 and is expected to rise to
30 percent by 2005.
On December 4, 2000 the first part of
the TransMilenio bus system was
inaugurated—it consists of 41 km in three
separate bus lanes and 470 buses, each
capable of carrying 160 people. The
capacity of the system is now 660,000
passengers per day and the average speed
of public transport has increased from 10
kph to 25 kph. By 2015 there should be
22 lanes, 6,000 buses and five million
journeys performed every day.
The emphasis on reallocating the space
taken away from cars and transforming it
for public use is also materialising.
Currently the construction and renovation
of 1,420 parks, public transport stations
and avenues is taking place all over the
city. These public spaces are being built
with a concern for the needs of children,
the elderly and handicapped, and will be
planted with trees and strictly limit space
for vehicles.
The use of private cars is being
discouraged by various means. There is an
odd/even day system which cuts the
number of vehicles driving round the city
by 40 percent. Fines for breaking the rules
are fairly high—from US$11 if it’s paid
within three days, up to US$45 if the
delay is more than ten days. In a country
whose per capita domestic product is
US$3,300, these are large sums of money.
Also, parking fees in public zones have
increased by 100 percent and the price of
gasoline is set to increase by 20 percent
each year.
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The Man Behind the Plan
Persuading seven million citizens that if
they have a car, they should use it less or
not at all, is not easy in a city with a
reputation for poor and dangerous public
transport. Persuading opposition politicians
and other decision makers that turning your
city into a construction site for pedestrian
paths and footbridges,
massive traffic calming
schemes and bike lanes,
and performing strict
parking control and
even/odd car restraint
days is the right way to
go, is even more
difficult. So, how has
Bogotá’s mayor changed
perceptions, and even
persuaded the citizens to
act differently to the rest
of the world, and not
take a car free day as a
one-off event but the
beginning of a new, more sustainable era
of the city?
Enrique Peñalosa achieved this, first
and foremost, through devotion to his
revolutionary ideas. Surrounded by a team
of mostly young consultants, he started
implementing the Development Plan and
thinking about ways of persuading the
citizens of the importance of the changes.
He decided to follow the example of
European car free days and teamed up
with EcoPlan and the Commons to start a
massive campaign to make it happen.
On February 1, 2000 there was a
press conference for both national and
international media, at which the Mayor
announced the Car Free Day on February
24, 2000. Then the marathon of interviews
started—the Mayor and other members
of the Council went on radio and TV
programmes to explain the reasons for
holding a car free day and its benefits;

two TV commercials explained the idea
and invited citizens to join in; there were
advertisements on various radio stations,
and in the streets, posters were put up
and flyers distributed all round the city; a
March 2001 Car Busters

web site was set up containing all
necessary information and a link to the
Commons’ web site, which helped to
gain international support.
The international audience played a
significant role: about a hundred important
people, including transport planners and
mayors of major cities, wrote letters
expressing their support,
which made Bogotanos
proud of their city and the
event. Two days before
the Car Free Day or “Un
dia sin mi coche en
Bogota: Imaginemos una
nueva ciudad,” Vincent
Jacques Le-Seigneur,
advisor to the French
Minister Voynet, Daniel De
Rougerie, Deputy Mayor
of Lille (France) and
Bertrand Calpini, a NASA
expert, arrived in Bogota
and gave interviews for
the most important media in Colombia,
which helped to make people aware of
the global significance of the event.
One day before the
main newspaper El
Tiempo featured a
special supplement on
the Car Free Day.
Various interest
groups, like merchants’
or taxi drivers’ associations were also
contacted and asked for
support, and on the day
13 Cabinet members
visited 11 schools and
two universities to
explain why it was
necessary to have a car
free day.
Of course, there
was much opposition to
the Car Free Day, who also used the media
extensively. Businesses feared that their
profits would decrease. Unfortunately, they
were right—only seven percent of retailers
reported an increase in sales while 73
percent reported a decrease. However, 43
percent of the surveyed retailers said that
they would agree with another car free day.
Although not everything went as
imagined on the day, it was a damned
good step forward towards sustainable
cities which deserves to be noticed. And it
has been: in June 2000 Peñalosa and the
city of Bogotá, the Commons and EcoPlan
were awarded the Stockholm Challenge
Award in the category of Environment, for
creating a model improving the quality of
life of citizens and the environment, which
other cities could follow.
Now it’s time more people found out.
That’s why you’re reading this article and
you also have the opportunity to learn even
more from and about one of the main

protagonists—the ex-mayor of Bogotá,
Enrique Peñalosa, in an exclusive interview
beginning on page 12.

Is That It?
In January 2001, Peñalosa had to hand over
his office to a newly elected mayor. One
might fear that this would be the end of all
reforms and car free days in Bogotá but the
new mayor promised immediately after being
elected to continue implementing the
ambitious plans of his predecessor.
And February 1 saw another successful
Car Free Day in Bogotá, this time entitled
“Sin mi carro en Bogotá: Para que la
democracia ruede” or “Let the Democracy
Roll On.” On the same day there was a
Critical Mass going through the third largest
city of Colombia, Cali, demanding car free
days there. The city officials seem to be in
favour of this proposal...

Easy to Follow?
Bogotá is the first ever example of how a
“third world” (or first world) city could
develop a more sustainable life. It may
sound like the change has been pushed on
Bogotanos from above,
but effective education
(countering the usual
corporate advertising)
has shown the citizens
how they can benefit from
the changes, and they
have lent their full
support, as the referendum indicates.
But is it an example
that can be exported?
Bogotá’s level of motorisation is nowhere near
as high as in Europe or
America—it must be
easier to give up
something you’ve never
had. Today there are only
134 cars for every 1000 inhabitants in
Bogotá while the average number in Europe
is more than 600, and only 12 of every
100 Bogotános use their car every day to
commute. Due to its climate it’s easier to

promote bicycle use as it’s always warm
enough. Then the plan—it’s not focused
on a single, most pressing issue as it
stood alone, but views problems from
more perspectives and looks for
complex solutions.
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TRANSLATION
Traduccíon • Übersetzung
Der Artikel untersucht das autofreie Wunder
von Bogota. Wie ihr vielleicht wißt, gab es
hier einen großen stadtweiten autofreien Tag
am 24. Februar und ein Referendum im
D e u t s c h Oktober letzten Jahres, in welchem die
Mehrheit der Leute für ein Programm
stimmte, welches die Nutzung von Privatfahrzeugen im
Zentrum einschränken soll, mit einem totalen Bann als
angestrebtes Ziel bis zum Jahr 2015.
Der Artikel befaßt sich jedoch hauptsächlich mit
dem in Bogota entwickelten Plan, der einen Rahmen für
diese Art von revolutionären Entwicklungen geschaffen
hat. Er beschreibt, was bereits getan wurde und wie die
erfolgreichen Kampagnen durchgeführt wurden. Der Plan
ist auch insofern ungewöhnlich, als daß er darauf
ausgerichtet ist, insbesondere den armen Bürgern und
Bürgerinnen Möglichkeiten zu geben, um an der
Gestaltung ihrer Communities mitzuwirken.
Es gibt Projekte für ein verbessertes öffentliches
Nahverkehrssystem, Parks und anderen öffentlichen
Raum, Bibliotheken, Sozialwohnungen etc. 110 km
Fahrradwege wurden bisher gebaut, weitere 190km
werden bis Ende des Jahres fertiggestellt und die erste
Busspur wurde bereits eröffnet. Seit 1997 stieg die
Zahl der Radfahrer von 0,5% auf 4%. Der frühere
Bürgermeister Penalosa, der maßgeblich an der
Erstellung des Planes beteiligt war, mußte zwar sein
Amt abgeben, doch wird es weitere Entwicklungen
geben - der zweite erfolgreiche autofreie Tag am 1.
Februar war der Beweis. Dem Artikel folgt ein Interview
mit dem neuen Helden Penalosa. n
El artículo explora los prodigios del día
sin coches en Bogotá. Como sabrás, allí
tuvieron un gran día sin coches que abarcó
la ciudad entera el 24 de Febrero y un
Español
referéndum el día 29 de Octubre del año
pasado, en el que la mayoría de la gente votó a favor de
progresivas restricciones en el uso del vehículo privado
en el centro de la ciudad, que deben culminar en la
total prohibición en el año 2015.
El artículo sin embargo se concentra en el Plan de
Desarrollo de Bogotá, que proporciona un marco para
estas actuaciones revolucionarias, y describe lo que se
ha realizado hasta la fecha y cómo se han llevado a
cabo las campañas que han conseguido esos resultados
tan brillantes. El mismo Plan no es usual, porque se
enfoca a proporcionar medios a los ciudadanos,
especialmente los más desfavorecidos, para participar
activamente en la vida social. Hay proyectos para crear
una red integrada de transporte, construcción de
espacios públicos, parques, bibliotecas y viviendas de
bajo precio, y mucho más.
En cuanto al transporte, hasta la fecha han
construido 110 Km. de carriles bici y 190 Km. más
deberán estar listos para final de año, junto con los
primeros carriles del sistema de autobuses
Transmilenio. Desde 1997 el número de ciclistas se
ha incrementado del 0.5 por cien al 4 por cien.
Aunque el ex-alcalde Peñalosa, que impulsó estas
reformas, tuvo que ceder su despacho a un nuevo
alcalde, el Plan seguramente seguirá adelante, algo
que se desprende del nuevo exitoso día sin coches
que tuvo lugar el pasado 1 de Febrero en Bogotá.
Tras el artículo viene una entrevista con el nuevo
héroe Mr. Peñalosa. n
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All
these
are
advantages of Bogotá, but
it has its share of
disadvantages. So, as we
say in Czech, you can
“smack the officials’ head
with Bogotá” and to
anyone who says that
restricting private car use
equals restricting citizens’
freedom, reply “if they
could do a city-wide car
free day in Bogotá, where
they have no underground,
only rickety, old, smoke
belching buses and taxis,
where people commute on
average eight km a day,
why the hell couldn’t we
do it here in...Prague, let’s
say.” When it comes to
transforming car free days
from an activists’ picnic to
a commitment to a sustainable city approved by the Council, the first
step is educating your authorities—Lesson 1: Bogotá. The next
lessons then could be on Zurich or Krakow and their anti-car initiatives.
Or, who knows, perhaps even your town? n
The
article
and
interview would have
been
much
more
difficult,
or
even
impossible to produce
without the invaluable
help of Oscar Edmundo
Diaz,
Peñalosa’s
assistant,
who
provided us with an
amazing amount of
resources, and Eric
Britton from EcoPlan. I thank them both very much for their assistance
and all of the photographs which were taken on the Car Free Day.
You can find out more about Bogotá at <www.sinmicarroenbogota.org>
where you can also download the plan “For Bogotá We Want” (both in
Spanish and English), and more on car free days in general as well as
the Bogotá’s at the web site <www.ecoplan.org>. If you do not have
regular, or any, access
to the Internet, Car
Busters can send you all
the downloaded materials
for a little donation
towards the cost of
postage.
[Ed. Note: By the way, “a
proposal
will
be
presented to the City
Council for a drastic
cutback in permission for
outdoor advertising and
the adoption of regulations
calling
for
billboards and signs to
be placed in a way that
is more respectful of the
city and its people...”
Bogotá’s Plan, Chapter
III, The City on a Human
Scale—ain’t this nice?]
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An

Interview

With

Enrique Peñalosa Londonera is the man who triggered off the amazing changes
in Santa Fe de Bogotá, Colombia (see page 8). In this exclusive interview the
ex-mayor reveals his motivations, dreams and fears.
CB: What was your inspiration for trying to
transform Bogotá’s transportation system?

Transportation is a counter inductive issue.
Normally, more economic development
means progress: better education, health,
and recreation. But transportation problems
tend to worsen as people get richer and
the number of cars grows. In the United
States, time lost in traffic jams doubles
every five years. In Bogotá, 80 percent of
the population transports using buses. I
thought we could avoid some errors before
we became richer. I was always impressed
by the importance of bicycles in the
Netherlands and Denmark; and by the bus
system in Curitiba [Brazil]. Bogotá had an
important Sunday cycling tradition, and good
weather. I thought we could create our own
model and be happier.

move about in transit systems, or bicycles;
a few will use taxis. Cars would be used for
out-of-town trips, and most would be rented
cars. The city would be surrounded by a green
belt. There would be many libraries and
music and dance spectacles in parks. There
would be an intense cultural life and children
would roam free, under the care of all.
Children would have wonderful nurseries and
schools, and would go frequently to the
countryside surrounding the city. There would
be many wonderful bicycle paths and
pedestrian paths through the mountains,
forests and farmland around the city.

CB: The changes in Bogotá have been
spearheaded by your personal commitment
and energy. In the absence of your leadership,
do you think the transformation, as per the
referendum, will go ahead as planned or be
abandoned or significantly weakened?

My three-year term as mayor ended on
January 1, 2001. I am hopeful that the city
will continue to advance towards the vision
we proposed, but certainly it will not be
easy. The mayor who is now in charge
supports the vision and could even
accelerate the advance towards it in some
cases. We have interesting things happening
in Bogotá. For example, every Sunday, we
close 120 km of main arteries to all
vehicles for seven hours. Between 1.5 and
2 million people come out to the street to
be together, ride bicycles, walk, jog, do
aerobics: every Sunday.
CB: Could you describe your dream city of
the future?

I dream of a dense city, with 200 plus
inhabitants per hectare, with as many
square metres of pedestrian street space
as car street space. In that city, with many
trees and parks, the majority of people will
March 2001 Car Busters
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and 12 meter wide pedestrian street, lined
with trees, lamp lights and benches is
nearing completion. We also built or left
well underway more than 300 km of bike
paths. When circumstances were very
difficult and the world seemed to be against
us, I also prayed as I woke up and asked
God to help get through the day.
CB: Do your friends and family all think you
are ‘loco’ or do they support your vision?

There have been times when even friends
and team members thought we should let
go and make concessions, mainly to the
car. But luckily, we now have an even larger
group which supports the vision. Friends
and family have been and are extremely
important, crucial, essential.
CB: International finance institutions such
as the World Bank and IMF are being
criticised for structural adjustment programmes which cut social spending to
facilitate loan repayments. Have you
encountered any such pressures not to fund
public and sustainable transport projects
such as the TransMilenio or bicycle lanes?

CB: Who was the most obstructive or
difficult to win over group before the Car
Free Day?— politicians, business men, an
interest group, etc. And what compromise
did you have to make in order that the Car
Free Day could happen?

There were some very powerful journalists
radically against the idea. The merchants’
association was also very adamantly against
the idea. This was a few months before
the Car Free Day. I offered to hold the car
free day only if opinion polls showed there
was majority support. Happily, polls found
a 60 percent plus support for it. Once it
was held, support grew even more.

the

CB: What will you do now your term as mayor
is ended? [and (when) will you run for
President of Colombia?]

I will be a “visiting scholar” at New York
University, writing a book about a new
sustainable and happier city model. And I will
be spending lots of time with my wife and
two children, something I could not do as a
mayor. Perhaps I will run for President of
Colombia but not in the next election in
2002, but in 2006. It is interesting to note
that Congress is passing a Constitutional
reform banning mayors from running for
Congress or the Presidency before two years
after their term ends.
CB: When nothing seems to be working, you
are exhausted and everyone is an opponent,
what keeps you going?

One’s dreams are a powerful stimuli and
motivation. When I am with children,
especially poor children, it is very clear to
me that all the efforts, risks, and pain are
worth it. There also are good friends who
help very much. I was almost impeached
for getting cars off the sidewalks of Bogotá.
I did not stop or slow our efforts because I
was not as interested in being mayor as in
getting cars off pedestrian spaces.
Unfortunately, there are still thousands of
cars on Bogotá’s sidewalks! Happily, we
also won a few. For example, a 17 km long

Luckily we have not really depended upon
the World Bank or similar institutions for
our projects. The World Bank financed a
small part of the TransMilenio project. At
World Bank Transportation experts’ forums
I have attended, experts tend to think we
are not realistic. The fact is that while there
are interesting things happening in Bogotá,
we are very far from being a model for
anything. I do not think that they would
oppose financing TransMilenio or bicycle
paths. But it would be wonderful if we could
get non-refundable funds for building more
pedestrian spaces.
CB: The damage of car culture goes beyond
pollution from the car itself. What are your
views regarding oil drilling (by multinational
corporations) in Columbia, with its attendant
environmental and occasional human rights
abuse? Do you support the U’wa in their
struggle with Occidental Petroleum?

I do not support the U’was’ struggle, which
to a large degree is manipulated by
guerrillas which inflict a lot of senseless
pain to our society. U’was are Colombians
like any other. There are many very poor
Colombian children and we need the oil
resources in order to provide treated water,
sewage systems, schools, parks, etc.
10. Have you ever feared assassination or
experienced an irresistible bribery attempt
by the U.S. military or CIA at the behest of
Ford, General Motors or Skoda?!

I have not experienced bribery attempts by
car makers or the CIA! But unfortunately, I
have been often under serious threat of
assassination, as other Colombian
politicians. Guerrillas, right wing antiguerrilla groups and other nuts, are
quite willing to murder in Colombia.n
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Pie-Action!
The Political
Gateau Action • Aktion • Acción

Pie throwing embraces so many beautiful
aspects of humanity it’s strange it
doesn’t happen everyday. First of all
there’s the great video footage. The look
on the victim’s face is unique, unreproducable in a script or on a set. Do they
taste the pie? Does the sweet flavour
complicate their outrage? Most news
presenters, and a nation lapping it up,
are surprised and shocked. It is
proclaimed as violent, although in a time
when it was “entertainment,” at the turn
of the 20th century, similar acts of
propaganda by deed were more likely to
be bombs. Violent indeed.
Second, it is merely the act of a
clown. That lovable self abusive humour
merchant. It’s funny to watch. Despite
your “outrage,” deep down you see the
humour, yeah? A little pie never hurt
anybody. It follows in the tradition of
the larrikin.
Third, it’s pleasant to be again reminded
we are merely monkeys. We are all human,
even the richest and most powerful. You
could be forgiven for believing that these
people are somehow untouchable, special,
above or separate from us.
This uprising has its roots in the
belief that our planet is not dying, it is
being killed; and the ones doing the killing
have names and faces.
The revolution in Chiapas against
neoliberalism and globalisation, the

struggle for “tierra y libertad,” has
influenced the Biotic Baking Brigade
profoundly. As Marcos and others have
demonstrated so effectively, in today’s world
of ecological and social meltdown, we all
live in Chiapas. But the Zapatistas have
encouraged us to bring zapatismo to our
own communities, and we have done what
we can to follow through on that. In other
words: think globally, act locally...and when
the likes of Shapiro and Watson came to our
home territories, we pied the polluting lollies.
The great moments of revolutionary
history have all been enormous popular
festivals—the storming of the Bastille, the
uprisings of 1848, the Paris Commune, the
revolutions of 1917-19, Paris ’68. Conversely, popular festivities have always been
looked on by the authorities as a problem,
whether they have banned, tolerated or semiinstitutionalised them. Why does power fear
free celebration? Could it be something to
do with the utopian urges which seize a
crowd becoming aware of its own power?
From the middle ages onwards the carnival
has offered glimpses of the world turned
upside down, a topsy turvy universe free of
toil, suffering and inequality.
Carnival celebrates temporary liberation
from the prevailing truth and the established
order; it marks the suspension of all
hierarchical rank, privileges, norms and
prohibitions. Carnival is not a spectacle
seen by the people; they live in it, and
everyone participates because its very idea
embraces all the people. Ultimately it is in
the streets that power must be dissolved:
for the streets where daily life is endured,
suffered and eroded, and where power is
confronted and fought, must be turned into
the domain where daily life is enjoyed,
created and nourished.
- Agent Geek Sorbet

photo courtesy of the Ecologist

Pie-rect Action
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One of the Piers prepares for action.

The attacker mingles with the crowd, weapon
in hand, waiting to pounce. As his victim
approaches he edges forward slightly, body
tense, one eye on the security guards, the
other on his victim’s face. Now his target is
alongside and, with a defiant yell, the attacker
strikes, lunging forward, arm raised. For a
moment the world seems to stand still, then
the weapon makes contact and splat!
Whipped cream showers everywhere,
there is a strong smell of vanilla, another
world leader falls prey to a cream tart. Over
the last few years an increasing number of
politicians, celebrities and industrialists have
been subjected to cream pie attacks.
The attacks have taken place throughout

photo courtesy of Do or Die

Revolution is about
doing things out of
the ordinary.

Pie

the world, and claimed such illustrious
victims as Microsoft’s Bill Gates,
Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien,
former European Commission President
Jacques Delors and Dutch Finance Minister
Gerrit Zalm, who was last year felled by
an organic banana pie at the opening of
the Amsterdam Stock Exchange.
Most recently Frank Loy, the United
States’ chief negotiator at the U.N.
Conference on Climate Change in The
Hague, the Netherlands, had a pastry
pushed into his face by an environmental
campaigner protesting U.S. reluctance
to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions.
“It’s essentially a form of democratic
anarcho-populist politics,” explains Dr.
Rodney Barker, Reader in Government at
the London School of Economics. “What
it’s doing is saying that those who are
taken incredibly seriously both by themselves and the media deserve to be knocked
down a peg or two. “It’s about pointing
out to the general public that the emperor
doesn’t have as many clothes as he thinks
he does.”
A whole network of mainly left-wing piewielding activist organisations now exists
around the globe, intent on “flanning” those
in positions of power and influence. Among
the most active are The Biotic Baking
Brigade and Mad Anarchist Bakers’ League
in the U.S., The Meringue Marauders in
Canada, T.A.A.R.T. in Holland and People
Insurgent Everywhere (PIE) in the U.K.

Piestory
Although history records numerous incidents of objects being thrown at public
figures—as early as the first century AD
Roman chroniclers were describing how the
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Emperor Nero was pelted with onions in
Great Pie-ing Moments
the Colosseum—the use of the cream pie
You’ve probably heard it already, but just
as a means of political protest is a relatively
one more time because it was a peach of
recent phenomenon.
a pieing at the Den Haag Climate Talks,
“In the past people have tended to
November 2000. Two women infiltrated the
express themselves by throwing eggs,
U.S. Delegation Press Conference. One
vege-tables or rotten cats,” says Barker.
armed with a pie, and the other with a mega“That can be harmful, however. The whole
rant... As Frank Loy, head of the U.S.
thing about cream pies is that allows
Delegation, began to peddle his usual bollox,
you to make your point without actually
Agent Cherry Pie scooped a rather mushy
hurting anybody.”
black forest gateaux (stolen) out of her bag,
Two figures have been especially
leapt forward from her front-row seat and
prominent in the rise of confectionery as
planted it right in his face. Immediately
an instrument of political protest. In the
Agent Sushi jumped up onto her chair and
U.S. left-wing activist Aron Kay has been
started ranting. Both Agents managed to
dubbed “The Pieman” for a whole series
get out the door, walk past the running
of attacks stretching across almost three
cops and escape into the night. Frank Loy,
decades, and including such victims as
meanwhile, looked like a total mess, with
right-wing political commentator William
pie exploded all over his face. He tried to
F. Buckley, former CIA director William
scrape his dignity, managed a few words
Colby and former New York Mayor Abe
and then cancelled the press conference.
Beame.
Lessons to learn from this action: it is
In Belgium, meanwhile, Noel Godin,
really easy! You can do it. Just get a
the “Godfather of the Cream Pie,” has,
smart suit, a pie, think up a rant, and
since 1969, been engaged in what he
away you go. Keep believing you can get
describes as a “cream crusade” against
away with it. People are
“the great and the wicked.”
so shocked that you can
During that time his
use the confusion to your
There
are
a
thousand
International Patisserie
advantage to get away.
forms of subversion,
Brigade has “entarted”
Keep ranting and they will
all of them
everyone from New Wave
interesting.
be desperate to get you
film director Jean-Luc
But few, in my
out of their precious
Godard to Bill Gates.
opinion, can equal
private space, and may
the convenience and
Godin and his fellow piethrow you out, and then
immediacy
throwers plan their attacks
you can try and escape.
of
the
cream
pie.
meticulously, exchanging
Many thanks to all
information on the move-ment
the Piers, particuarly the
of prominent figures via the Noel Godin, European
BBB, for this article.
Internet and employing
Master Entarteur
sophisticated diversionary
tactics to outwit security guards.
Some Pietry
A rudimentary “pie-wielders’ code” has
developed, with activists adhering to certain
Say it with pies, sometimes it’s
basic rules of engagement: the pie must be
hard to find the words.
“deposited lovingly” rather than simply
although we search for hours;
thrown, attackers should try to wear some
and so, on those occasions,
sort of silly costume, the attack should
we might’ say it with flowers
humiliate, but not injure.
—our tenderer emotions,
“We only use the finest patisserie,”
by people felt, and possums,
Godin told Britain’s Observer newspaper,
expressed in the universal
“Ordered at the last minute from small
language of blossoms.
local bakers. Quality is everything.”
But how do you respond to
Whether such attacks actually have
cover-ups and outright lies?
any effect on the world’s decision makers,
fortunately there is a way
other than adding to their dry cleaning bill,
—say it with pies!
Instead of trying to decide
is doubtful. An increasing number of
which flower would be more thrilling,
people, however, are seeing the cream pie
you’re standing there deciding
as a useful means of venting their
between a choice of filling;
frustration and making a political point.
should it be apple, mincemeat, or
“It might not have any direct effect on
a cream pie?
a politician’s policies,” admitted a
Here’s your chance to be creative and
spokesperson for Dutch flan activists
come up with a dream pie.
T.A.A.R.T. “What it does do is bring issues
Satisfaction’s in the baking, and sheer
to the notice of the general public.” There
joy when it flies;
are few better ways of getting your voice
it’s a noble undertaking
heard than by slapping a big soggy pie in
—SAY IT WITH PIES.
someone’s face.

“
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OPeration

Dessert

Storm
Call To Action
FROM APRIL 1 (APRIL FOOL’S DAY)
TILLMAY1(MAYDAY)

Dear purveyors of sweet
humility everywhere. The
time is baked for the pie
throwing resurgence to rise
together, let’s:

globalise the pie...
A global month of action

Tofu cream must be as
global as capital.
Following on the fine
tradition of the Biotic
Baking Brigade and the many
individuals who have
inspired us all with pies in
the faces of Bill Gates,
Milton Freidman, Steve
Bracks et al. We call on you
to partake in Operation
Dessert Storm. What better
way to draw attention to the
often faceless leaders of the
corporate world, shameful
journalists,
dodgy
politicians and anyone who
deserves a face full of
dissent. The “global
movement” is often misrepresented
in
the
mainstream media. You can’t
misrepresent a face full of
cream. It sends a clear
message to the recipient and
the media that what these
people
are
doing
is
ridiculous and that you are
prepared to let them know
it—and have some fun while
doing it!
The pie is the great
equaliser. How many times
have you wanted to see
whipped cream smeared on
John Howard’s glasses or
see Tony Blair choking
on a strawberry? Now is
your chance.

mobilise en masse
and pie!
<www.dessertstorm.org>

13

Kids ‘n’ Cars

D E V E L O P I N G T H E “G E N E R A T I O N
NEXT” OF AUTO ADDICTS
DEBBIE WATERS

Cars steal play space,
pollute, injure and kill.
Yet by thirteen,
children are addicted
to cars—Thirteen.
They can’t drive, they
can’t even apply for a
license, but they are
addicted to autos.
How does this happen?
To begin at the beginning, what
impact do cars have on the life of
a child? Ask your government, and
you will get contradictory
responses—on the one hand there
are government sponsored adverts
showing the danger of cars. In
Britain, a commercial showed the
view from the driver’s seat as a
car passes down an inner-city
street, when suddenly a child runs
into the road. The screen goes dark
as there is a screech of brakes.
“Kill your speed” it says—or kill
a child. The danger of cars is
emphatically proclaimed. And it is
not a false proclamation—
accidents to child pedestrians
account for 34 percent of all
injury deaths in childhood.
Yet, contradictorily, reassuring
statistics are also issued. In 1990,
the British government said, “over
the last quarter of a century,
Britain’s roads have become much
safer. Road accidents have fallen
by almost 20 percent since the
mid 1960s; the number of deaths
is down by one third.” Endless
similar statistics can be found, all proving
that the roads are becoming steadily safer
for children. But are they safer, or are they
infinately more dangerous?
The number of cars on the road is
such that children now are forbidden to
play near them, they are forbidden to
cross the street alone, they are not
allowed to go unattended to school.
Between 1971 and 1990, the
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number of children allowed to go on their
own to places other than school (a friend’s
house, the park, the shops etc.) halved.
The freedom and independence of children
and their opportunities for adventure are
vastly curtailed by the car.
“When my mum was little she was
allowed to go to the park and to the shop
by herself. We can’t go by ourselves
because there’s too much traffic…Mum
could stay on the road with her friends
because there were not too many cars on
the road…Mum and dad could walk at
night and play on the road. I cannot because
it is dangerous.” [Child aged 9, Engwicht,
Human Rights and the Car.]

Nowhere does the curtailed freedom
become more apparent than in the journey
to school. Between 1971 and 1990 the
percentage of 7-8 year old children allowed
to travel to school alone dropped from 80
to just 9 percent.
Instead of free and independent
movement, children are being escorted—
increasingly so, by car. Three and a half
times more children are driven to school

now than in 1971. In the U.S., capital of
car culture, fewer than one in eight students
walk or ride a bike to school.
“I can remember clearly the journeys
I made to and from school because they
were so tremendously exciting…The
excitement centred around my new tricycle.
I rode to school on it everyday with my
eldest sister riding on hers. No grown-ups
came with us and I can remember, oh so
vividly, how the two of us used to go
racing at enormous tricycle speeds down
the middle of the road.
“All this, you must realise, was in the
good old days when the sight of a motor
car was an event and it was quite safe for
tiny children to go tricycling and
whooping their way to school in the
centre of the highway…” [Roald
Dahl’s account of his childhood in
Glamorgan, aged six, in 1922.]
Parents today cannot risk
allowing their children this freedom
and excitement. They accompany their
kids because they fear traffic, and
they fear their children will be
molested. They are both, essentially, the same. An increase in traffic
leads to a decrease in street life
[see Car Busters no. 10 for more
detail] and an increase in the
number of strangers outside the
home. As a result, the fear of
molestation increases.
So, as a direct result of the
car, children have lost play space—
the street—they have lost
independence, and they have lost
use of a significant portion of the
day, as parents are particularly wary
of allowing children to leave home
after dark. Girls are especially
restricted by “stranger danger” and
parental fear of attack.
Yet parents too suffer; the
burden of escorting takes freedom
from both child and parent.
“She plays in our garden on her own
and sometimes she rides her bike on her
own when there is nobody about, but she
is always watched...If I felt it was safe,
I’d let her play out there and do what I
have do to, but you can’t really.”
[Improvements in Child Pedestrian Safety:
At What Cost? Health Education Journal
(1998) 57.]
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The Addiction
But if the car takes so much away from
children, why are they becoming addicted?
From where comes the addiction?
The car has stolen their freedom, but
it is also their carriage into the outside
world. As parents drive their children to
and from school, to and from the shops,
to and from their grandparents’ house, to
and from the park, so a child learns by
example. Cars are indispensable. Our
auto-addiction becomes their autoaddiction before we even realise they are
watching. Car addiction begins in the
passenger seat.

Toys, Games and Children’s TV
When cars have stolen their play space,
children have to play inside the home.
Exposure to television watching increases.
Exposure to the games, gimmicks, computer games and modern day techno-toys
increases. What impact do these games
and TV programmes have?
Children like toys that reflect their
environment—a toy car is popular because
they see adults use cars. But does playing
with the toy car add to a child’s autoaddiction, or simply reflect it? In the
1980s, in England and the U.S., concerned parents stopped buying toy guns
for their children. Should those parents
also be avoiding toy cars? Or computer
games in which cars race at high speeds
through twisting landscapes? Or switching
off the television when a show includes
cars? (And turning it on for Thomas the
Tank Engine?)
I can prove nothing, you understand,
this is just a question, but do these games
and TV programmes add to your child’s
car addiction? When adoration of the car
is as powerful as this moment when Toad
first sees an automobile, in Kenneth
Grahame’s Wind in the Willows, can a
child remain impervious?
‘“Glorious, stirring sight!” murmured
Toad, never offering to move. “The poetry
of motion! The real way to travel! Here
today—in next week tomorrow! Villages
skipped, towns and cities jumped—always
somebody else’s horizon! O bliss! O pooppoop! O my! O my!”’
If I remember some of the programmes
I watched as a child, what do I see? The
Wacky Races, Herbie, Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang, Goofy, the Transformers—both car
and robot. Just the beginning of a
seemingly endless list of adorable cars,
or adorable characters often seen in a
car. And it doesn’t stop there, from
childhood to adulthood we are emersed
in a popular culture that celebrates and
adores the car.
“You don’t even need to be a driver to
be touched by cars. There are cult road
movies; innumerable pop songs;
collectors’ magazines; Noddy models and
Postman Pat everythings; drive-in
McDonalds and drive-in cinemas; novels
March 2001 Car Busters

and stories about cars; urban myths;
audiobooks; Grand prix racing on the box;
pictures; ornaments; and Dinky toys.”
[Nicola Baird, The Estate We’re In]
Does it have an impact? Hard to say.
After all, as children we also watched
Black Beauty gallop across the hills. But
which images resonate more for today’s
car-dependent (sub)urban children?

The Built Environment
The children of today are city dwellers. How
frequently do they walk in a forest and
harvest wild mushrooms compared to how
frequently they are driven to the
supermarket? How often do they swim in
a lake or sleep in a cave, compared to
how often they swim in a heated pool then
go home to watch television?
According to Adbusters, the average
person in today’s society can identify fewer
than 10 plants compared to over 1000
corporate logos. And children are even
more exposed to the advertising and less
exposed to nature than we were. Even in
cities where there is “nature” it is of a
truly sanitised kind. An urban gardening
collective, Green Loops, in Liverpool,
England, wanted to create a community
garden in which children could learn more
about nature, plants, the environment—
but local council regulations insisted they
could not have any plants with thorns on
them, as children might get hurt. So, there
is no chance they could ever pick and eat
a wild blackberry, then.
And in such an urban environment,
where cars are always visible and used,
where popular culture constantly reinforces
the message that cars are good, and with
so little exposure to the nature these
vehicles destroy, is it a wonder kids
become car addicts? The car is normal,
everyday, essential. Mummy never takes
me anywhere without it.

The Symbolism of the Car
Even if you dispute the concept of TV
programmes fuelling your child’s car
addiction, when the impact of cars has
limited children to the home there is no
doubt they become a “trapped” audience
to the advertising of the car industry. As
reported in Car Busters no. 10, German
car manufacturer Porsche AG has changed
its marketing strategy in the U.S. to target
just these children—children from six to
ten, “our future buyers.”
Symbolic Freedom:
The impact of the car takes away their
freedom, but the marketing image of the
car is as the giver of freedom. Having
targeted children in their add campaign
Porsche asked children to draw their
dream car. “Dream cars that have been
drawn so far depict long windy roads,
setting suns, mountains and trees,” said
Porsche’s president. The dream is the car,
but it is for the freedom. So teenagers long
for their first car to give them the

independence they have been denied
throughout childhood because of the car.
The result? Well, since 1922 the car
accident related deathrate for 15 to 19
year olds has increased fourfold, as
teenagers run out to get their own piece
of the action.
Symbolic Dominance: What else does the
car symbolise? Dominance over nature.
Children are city dwellers, their exposure to nature is sanitised. Do they fear
the wild? I am reminded of a friend I had
in London. Born and bred in the midst of
the city, she confessed to me a fear of
wide open spaces—never would she visit
the African Savannah—there was too
much to fear in the emptiness, the void.
Is she alone? Or are our children growing
up with the same disconnection from the
wild? The car symbolises man’s
dominance over nature, it makes that trip
to Africa conceivable—snug in a 4x4.
”A great many things are going to
change. We shall learn to be masters
rather than servants of nature” [Henry
Ford, 1922]
The car means safety, inviolability,
power and dominance—over nature, but
also over mankind.
Symbolic Power and Sexuality: Kids
become teenagers, and teenagers seem
pathologically designed to find acceptance, to find themselves, their power, their
independence, their sex appeal, their
adulthood, by whatever means possible.
And in today’s consumerist culture, it’s
hardly surprising they have so much faith
that things can prove their being. So they
dream of the car for the power, magnetism
and sex-appeal it can bring. Their addiction
is enhanced by the belief that a commodity
can provide self-esteem. They are not
alone. How can we expect children to grow
up with contempt for the lies propagated
by the car industry when some of our most
prominent personalities lead by examples
like this:
“‘Congratulations! You have won the
chance to pay just 360,000 pounds for
the car of your dreams.’ So said a letter
sent last week to 350 of the world’s
richest motorists…Although Jaguar is still
building the prototype, more than 1,300
people from 40 countries put down a
50,000 pound deposit on the untested
car; for every successful applicant there
were three failures…
“One rock musician who has won an
option on the car is Nick Mason, the
drummer with Pink Floyd. Mason...said
he would have been ‘suicidally depressed’
if he had been rejected by Jaguar.” [Ian
Birrell, “Select Few Pounce on Jaguar
Supercar,” Sunday Times, London, March
4, 1990]
The marketing image of the car
assures sex-appeal, power, safety and
dominance. And exposure to these lies,
this symbolism, is increased by the fact
car culture leaves children trapped
at home watching it.
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TRANSLATION
Traduction • Traduccíon • Übersetzung
Kinder sind bereits im Alter von dreizehn
Jahren von Autos abhängig. Dieser Artikel
betrachtet einige der Gründe dafür. Zunächst
untersuchen wir die Auswirk-ungen von Autos
auf Kinder – den Verlust von Spielfläche und
D e u t s c h Unabhängigkeit durch die zunehmende
Unsicherheit auf den Straßen in den letzten
20 Jahren. Als Ergebnis davon werden sie Gefangene des
Fernsehens. Was für eine Auswirkung haben Autos auf das
Kinderfernsehen,
wenn
Cartoon-charaktere
und
Kinderbuchklassiker die Rolle desselben idealisieren? Wenn
Kinder stets von A nach B chauffiert werden, was haben sie
dann für eine andere Wahl, als dem Vorbild dieser elterlichen
Abhängigkeit vom Auto zu folgen? Wenn Kinder in einer
komplett
urbanen
Umgebung
mit
kontrollierter,
aufgeräumter Natur leben, können sie dann wirklich das
respektieren, was das Auto zerstört, oder beginnen sie, die
Wildnis zu fürchten und sich mit Werbung zu identifizieren,
welche die Dominanz des Autos über die Natur verspricht?
Wenn Kinder, weil sie nicht draußen spielen können, zu
Hause Fernsehen gucken, werden sie zum Publikum für
Autowerbung: Autohersteller beginnen, ihre Spots und
Anzeigen speziell auf 6-10jährige Kinder auszurichten. Die
Werbung verspricht Freiheit, welche wie bereits gezeigt den
Kindern schon durch das Auto genommen wurde, und welche
nun durch den Besitz eines solchen angeblich
wiedergewonnen werden kann. Sie verspricht jungen
Teenagern auf der Suche nach Unabhängigkeit außerdem
Dominanz über Mensch und Natur, Sexappeal und ein
symbolisches Erwachsensein. Das Auto wird beworben als
Erfüller all dessen, was sie im Leben brauchen zu meinen in
einem Alter, wenn der Reiz des Fahrrads verloren gegangen
ist als Ergebnis der gefährlichen Straßen, welche Kinder
zwingen, auf dem Fußweg zu fahren sowie der
Bewußtwerdung, daß sie nun “zu alt” für so ein Verhalten
seien. Und so, durch die Popkultur, zerstörten öffentlichen
Raum und Werbung, sind Kinder bereits im Alter von dreizehn
Jahren von Autos abhängig. n

El Banco Mundial (BM) y el Fondo Monetario
Internacional (FMI) apadrinan proyectos de
desarrollo insostenibles. En lugar de
conceder créditos para favorecer la
Español expansión de los modos de transporte no
motorizado, el tipo de proyectos que estas instituciones
prefieren para invertir su presupuesto de 40 mil millones
de dólares anuales son mayoritariamente infraestructuras
para el transporte motorizado. En regiones del “tercer
mundo”, por ejemplo, África occidental, donde el 80% de
los desplazamientos se realiza en medios de transporte
no motorizado, la afirmación del BM y el FMI de que están
contribuyendo a erradicar la pobreza suena a falsa, cuando
menos de un 2% de sus inversiones en la zona se destina
a financiar el transporte no motorizado. Otras formas de
transporte también se resienten con las políticas
introducidas por el BM y el FMI. Más de 9000 kilómetros
de líneas de ferrocarril se han cerrado desde 1995. La
privatización y desregulación del transporte público en
muchos países ha llevado a una caída en la calidad del
servicio, al aumento de los precios, y lo ha hecho
inaccesible para la población de las zonas rurales. A
medida que el BM y el FMI son cada vez más cuestionados
por sus truculentos proyectos ambientales y humanitarios,
otros bancos multilaterales comienzan sigilosamente a
hacerse cargo de los proyectos más dañinos para el medio
ambiente, bancos como el IRC, el Banco Europeo de
Inversiones, la Fundación Japonesa para la Cooperación
Económica, o el Banco Asiático para el Desarrollo. La carrera
hacia la globalización de la economía ha destruido las
economías locales, los sistemas de transporte público,
ha desplazado a las comunidades rurales, destruido
espacios naturales sensibles y ha generado
un aumento de emisiones contaminantes que
provocan el cambio climático. n

The effect is compounded in early teenage years by a sudden decrease
in the appeal of bicycles. Over 40 percent of young children claim the bike
as their preferred mode of travel to and from school, but as they reach
their teenage years, suddenly the bike loses all appeal and peer group
pressure begins to be exerted on those who do ride. Why? Well, the main
factor, again, is the danger of the roads, which pushes children to cycle on
the pavements instead. But there comes an age when to ride the
pavement brings both adult disapproval and peer group scorn. As one 13
girl put it, “you would look like a prat riding up and down on a bike at our
age”—cycling is childish, too risky and definitely not stylish.
In the style wars, the car promises glory and sex appeal at just the same
age that the bike begins to appear foolish and stupid. Even though the
teenagers are still too young to drive, they long for the adult world. They long
for the car.
Even environmental awareness is not saving children from car addiction.
Young children recognise the limitations placed on their play space by cars,
and they are aware of their environmental impact—they can name pollution,
accidents, emissions, breathing problems, acid rain and global warming as
car eveils. But as they grow older they become more resigned to increasing
levels of traffic, and they begin to recognise the value of car ownership:
“there is going to be more and more of it [traffic] so you learn to live with
it and get on”
“We all want cars in the future so we can’t stop current drivers if we
want them.” [Kids, Cars and Conservation: children’sideas about the
environmental impact of motor vehicles, International Journal of Science
and Education, 1996, Vol 18, No. 3]
In our unemancipated, commodified world, our children become car
addicts by the age of thirteen. They become addicts because they learn
from our example, and when we spend our lives in cars they cannot
conceive of a different way. They become car addicts because they live in
cars from the earliest age, being transported from A to B. They become
car addicts because they have no freedom and they long for it. They
become car addicts because they have no power, and they long for it. They
become car addicts because they believe the marketing they are forced to
watch because they can no longer play outside. They become car addicts
because there is no alternative in their lives. At the first opportunity they
will buy their own.
“The [British Government] White Paper Roads for Prosperity, published
on 18 May 1989, predicts an increase in traffic of 142 percent by the year
2025 if the economy grows at a rate of 3 percent per year until that
time…an increase of 27.5 million vehicles…What would another 27.5
million vehicles look like?
“Traffic jams in these days are commonly measured in miles. Allowing
20 feet for each car (the recommended allowance for in-line parking), and
assuming, conservatively, that the average size of the other vehicles (vans,
lorries, buses and coaches, and motorcycles) is no larger than the average
car, then another 27.5 million vehicles would form a queue 104,000 miles
long. This could be accommodated, if stationary, on a new motorway
stretching from London to Edinburgh—if it were 257 lanes wide.”
[John G.U. Adams, “Car Ownership forecasting: Pull the ladder up, or
climb back down,” Traffic Engineering and Control, March 1990.]

6 Steps to Help Combat Your Child’s Auto Addiction
• Start early—read them Wolfgang Zuckermann’s Family Mouse Behind
the Wheel repeatedly throughout childhood. And use you imagination
and subvertise all stories to have a more ecological message.
• Stop driving your child to school: walk or ride a bike with them, or set
up a “walking bus.” See Engwicht’s Street Reclaiming for more info.
• Join in the International Walk to School Day: <www.iwalktoschool.org>
• Campaign for safe spaces for both travel and play—safe walking and
cycling routes, traffic calming, residential areas designed specifically to
prohibit cars, more parks and green spaces, with wardens to ensure safety.
• Teach by example—the more you drive a car the more your children
will want too. The more you ride a bike, the more your children will be
mentally equipped to overcome peer group pressure to abandon their
bikes for car addiction instead.
• Switch off the TV, shut out the advertising and get out of the house—show
your kids life is not lived through a screen, be it a TV screen or a windscreen.
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World News

Nouvelles du monde • Nachrichten aus aller Welt • Noticias del mundo
Welcome to your global
news network, all the
way from Prague. From
bizarre and bad to
brilliant and mad. All the
latest transport-related
news from around the
world.

England

Making People Behave Like Cars
The pavements (sidewalks) are so cheekto-jowl with Christmas shoppers that
businesses on London’s Oxford Street want
to fine pedestrians £10 for dawdling.
In the interest of commerce and British
decorum, slowpokes on the mile-and-ahalf-long street would be ticketed just like
speeding drivers. In an ideal world there
would not be any regulation. “But there are
too many people and there is too little
space,” says Rhona Harrison, a spokeswoman for Operation Tugboat, the campaign
to segregate the pavements.
Oxford Street is visited by more than
9 million tourists each year, and about
60,000 people work in the area. Local
merchants have noted that it’s so crowded
that people move at 1 mph (1.5 kph),
compared with an estimated average
pedestrian speed of 4 mph. Now they want
each side of the street divided into two
lanes, one with a minimum speed of 3
mph. The street would be patrolled by
special marshals with speed cameras.
Anyone caught in the fast lane while
reading maps, using a mobile phone, or
carrying bulky shopping bags would be
liable to an on-the-spot fine. This,
presumably, is after they have been pulled
over into the slow lane for a reprimand.
The proposal, now under consideration
by Westminster City Council, has received
enthusiastic support from local residents
and workers who say that they experience
“pavement rage” at least once a day in the
form of angry pushing or shoving.
“A fast lane would be jolly good, and I
think the slow walkers should be told to
get out of it,” says interior designer Rita
Furzey, a longtime resident of a side street
off the main drag. “If you just want to get
from A to B, you have to duck and dive all
the time. It’s horrendous.”
– The Christian Science Monitor,
December 2000

“Wear Day-Glow or Die”
Manchester’s Old Age Pensioners are being
given fashion tips to cut the number of
pensioners hit by cars.
Police say there have been more serious
and fatal traffic collisions in the Kings
Heath and Billesley area, and most
involve elderly pedestrians. Now
local bobby Caroline Evans is
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fast lane

advising senior citizens in Brum to be
smart and be seen.
“There has recently been an increase
in road traffic collisions where, unfortunately, elderly people have died trying to
cross the road,” said Evans. “To stop this
from happening we advise the public—
especially the elderly—to wear a bright
item of clothing or something fluorescent.”
“We don’t expect to see OAPs in those
bright jackets that builders wear—even if
it’s just the bands cyclists wear on their
arms, it’s better than nothing.”
Jane Eason, from the Royal Society for
the Prevention of Accidents, agreed. “It is
always better to try and wear some-thing
bright so drivers can make you out, like a
brightly coloured or white coat.”
- Birmingham MetroNews, Nov. 2000
[Ed. Note: Birmingham police might do
well to consult with genetic engineers: a
scheme could be developed to make dayglow skin and hair an option for parentsto-be who consider the futures of their
unborn children.]

Chad

Oil’s Well in Chad
The President of Chad has received a $25
million bonus from oil companies for giving
the go ahead for the World Bank funded
Chad-Cameroon oil pipeline (CB’s #9). What
a surprise! He has spent a lot of the money
on the purchase of military equipment.
- SchNEWS

Czech Republic

The Age of Ironies
Japan’s huge bicycle component manufacturer Shimano is opening a plant in
Karviná, Moravia (northeastern Czech
Republic).
Up until recently the area was not
popular with industry due to a lack of
highway infrastructure.

Bike manufacturers and sellers say
even though the popularity of mountain
bikes has waned, interest in bikes is
increasing in the Czech Republic, thanks
to growing incomes and changing lifestyles.
“People want to connect sport with
enjoyment from nature and a nice
environment,”said Radek Spalenka, a shop
assistant at Prague’s Cycle 69 bike shop.
Rising petrol prices are also a factor.
- The Prague Post, January 2001
[Ed. Note:The new motorway R 48, part of
TransEuropean Multimodal Corridor VI, will
link the Karviná plant to Austrian, Czech
and Polish markets, but we at Car Busters
are already on the phone telling Shimano
that if they use trains to transport the goods
and advertise the fact they will get
good PR]

Nigeria

More ViOILence
On 14 October, 2000, a group of fifty one
youths approached the Tebidabaflow station, operated by the Nigerian Agip Oil
Company Ltd (NAOC) near Olugbobiri,
Bayelsa State, in three speedboats.
According to information gathered by
local human rights organisations, and
interviews with eyewitnesses carried out
by Human Rights Watch three weeks later,
their intention was to enter the flow station
and close down production, in order to
protest the failure of NAOC to complete
certain agreed projects in the Olugbobiri
community to the satisfaction of the
community. The youths were unarmed.
Soldiers and naval personnel posted at
the flow station opened fire on the boats
without warning, using both a machine gun
and what were described by the youths
present as “bombs,” presumably grenades.
The youths dived into the water in order to
escape, but eight were killed at the site,
and another died later in hospital.
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Several of the bodies were not
immediately recovered. Sixteen were
seriously injured, of which four were still
in hospital at the beginning of the second
week in November.
- Human Rights Watch, Nov. 2000

Panama

“Fecal Mud Swamp”
Imminent in Panama
Over the past two and a half years the
Fundacion para el Desarrollo de la Libertad
Ciudadana (Foundation for the Development
of Citizen Liberty) has been trying to stop a
project that they believe will cause
irreversible damage in Panama Bay.
The project, consisting of the Corredor
Sur toll road & the Punta Pacifica real
estate development, is being built by the
Mexican-based construction company ICA
and financed by the World Bank Group’s
private sector lending arm, the International
Finance Corporation.
The Punta Pacifica project consists of
filling in portions of Panama Bay in order
to create islands upon which a luxury real
estate development will be built. Independent
hydrology experts from California-based
Philip Williams & Associates have warned
that this landfill could turn the coast of
Panama Bay into a “fecal mud swamp.”
- Fundacion para el Desarrollo de la
Libertad Ciudadana, November 2000
[Ed. Note: This project is at an important
stage of development and the Fundacion is
asking for immediate help. For more info
email <libertad@pty.com>.]

Japan

Government Ordered To Pay
In Suit Over Highway Pollution
In a ruling that sent jitters through Japan’s
bureaucracy, a court has ordered the
government to compensate residents who
suffered health problems caused by vehicle
emissions from a nearby highway.
The ruling by the Nagoya district court
in central Japan is expected to open
floodgates to similar lawsuits in the world’s
most densely populated nation, where a
spider web of highways runs through heavily
populated areas. During the trial,
government lawyers argued that vehicle
pollution in Nagoya was not a serious
issue. They suggested that smoking or
allergies could have caused the plaintiffs’
respiratory illnesses.
Lawyers for the residents, however,
provided medical evidence that the number
of chronic bronchial, asthma and emphysema cases had dramatically increased
since the highway was con-structed.
The court acknowledged that industrial
plant emissions and exhaust fumes from
motor vehicles are related to respiratory
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diseases. It ruled that the government
and its agencies must keep air pollution
at acceptable levels for residents who live
near highways. Yasuhisa Tamegai, the
res-ident who spearheaded the case, said
his first job is to “report to the families of
those who have died since we started”
the suit.
Independent lawyers said the case is
significant because it recognises the
relationship between toxic vehicle and
industrial emissions and personal health.
- Corporate Watch/Transnational
Resource and Action Center, Nov. 2000

China

Cars May be Banned From Central
Hong Kong to Cut Pollution
Hong Kong plans to turn parts of its busy
Central commercial district into traffic-free
zones in a drive to improve its deteriorating
air quality.
The proposal would see the closure of
several major roads in Central to vehicles,
and transport authorities have recommended
limiting them to pedestrians only from
later this year.
The plan would cover popular nighttime districts Lan Kwai Fong and SoHo as
well as part of Central’s busy Queen’s
Road, and was discussed in the local district
council this week.
Air pollution in Hong Kong has stirred
much concern in recent years. On bad
days, a thick blanket of choking haze
shrouds the famous Victoria harbor, sharply
reducing visibility. The air pollution index
(API) can reach a very high level in dense
districts of Central, Causeway Bay and
Mongkok, with readings exceeding 140 in
all three districts. The Hong Kong
government issues a standard warning
urging people with respiratory and heart
problems to stay indoors whenever the
index rises above 100.
The government has made repeated
pledges to combat the problem. Last
November, the 60 member legislature
decided by majority to raise the fixed penalty
on smoky vehicles from HK$450 (US$58)
to HK$1,000 (US$128).
- Reuters, 8 January, 2001

United States

Big Insurance
Discounts for SUVs
State Farm, the USA’s biggest
automobile insurer, unveiled a new pricing
policy in November 2000 that offers hefty
discounts to drivers of sport utility vehicles,
vans and luxury cars. The company
maintains that those vehicles are the safest
for their occupants and have generated the
fewest insurance claims.
Consumer groups labeled the move “a

disaster.” “It’s the worst possible thing
that an insurer can do,” said Dan Jacobson,
consumer program director for the California
Public Interest Research Group in
Sacramento. “An SUV may protect the
people inside it, but it does a heck of a lot
of damage to anyone it hits.”
State Farm was at a loss to explain
why a driver of a Honda Accord— arguably
one of the safer cars on the road—should
be seen as a greater insurance risk than a
driver of a Chevrolet Suburban SUV, which
faces a greater danger of rollovers and can
inflict maximum damage on other vehicles
in the event of an accident. In essence,
State Farm is cutting premiums by up to
40 percent for vehicles that in the past
have generated the fewest injury claims
for occupants. Jamie Court, executive
director of the Foundation for Taxpayer and
Consumer Rights in Santa Monica,
California, dismissed the new pricing plan
as “a sheer marketing ploy to pull in highend customers.”
The California Public Interest Research
Group said the insurer was mistakenly
associating the number of claims filed
with a vehicle’s actual safety. “They think
that the people who file the fewest claims
must drive the safest cars…That’s absurd.”
State Farm called such criticism “a
misunderstanding.”
“We think it’s going to help our
policyholders in the long run,”they said. “It
will reward people who drive safer cars.”
- San Francisco Chronicle, Nov. 2000

Canada

Investors Tiptoe
Through PR Minefield in Sudan
Canada’s Talisman Energy has faced a
barrage of criticism over its investment in
the Sudanese oil industry. In response, it
has developed humanitarian programs and
promised to monitor human rights abuses.
Its campaign, however, is unlikely to diminish
criticism of companies investing there.
The company has been dragged through
the bushes—to the point where the company
was on the verge of facing Canadian
government sanctions. Activists, claiming
that investment fuels conflict and human
rights abuses (particularly near the oil
fields), have called on Talisman shareholders to pressure the company to pull
out by threatening to divest their holdings
in the company. However, responding to
the recommendations of an independent
report, Ottawa decided not to impose
sanctions on Talisman.
Talisman has signed the Canadian
government’s code of business ethics
and hired PricewaterhouseCoopers to
provide an independent audit of their
annual Sudan reports.
- Environmental countries, 26
January, 2001
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climatecasinos
picture, adapted from
Adbusters

In 1997 the Kyoto
Protocol bound
governments in the
developed world to
reducing Greenhouse
Gases (GHGs). A sense
of optimism filled the
air—the Kyoto Protocol
wasn’t much but it was
a start. Now three
years later the U.N.
climate talks appear to
have been fuelled by
broken promises and
commitments, held to
ransom by the global
economic elite. The
future of the world is
looking bleak.

change—the necessity for immediate
reductions in carbon emissions, disaster
management, the growing environmental
refugee crisis or alternatives to our fossil
fuel dependant society? Or have the six
years of hard negotiation, compromise and
failed talks that have dogged the Kyoto
Protocol shown it to be a fundamentally
flawed and futile piece of legislation?

resulting from the world’s addiction to
fossil fuelled economic growth, will cancel
out any measures to reduce greenhouse
gases. Despite these alarming statistics there
was little evidence of these issues on the
agenda in Den Haag, or a likelihood of them
being discused at future climate talks.

Why?

Corporations and industry have a massive
vested interest in being involved with climate
A recent report issued by the IPCC
change issues. “Just as the corporate
(Intergovernmental Panel of Scientists on
sector has been one of the driving forces
Climate Change) shows an alarming
behind the movement towards free trade
increase in projected temperature rises—
over the past 50 years,” says Rodney
now estimated at six degrees Celsius within
Chase, from the offices of BP Amoco, “so
100 years, double the previous expectation.
now I think the corporate sector can help
The intensity and frequency
develop the solutions to
of extreme weather events
climate change.”
Rubbing their hands
will also increase as a
gleefully, the initial panic
consequence of greenhouse
Climate talks,
and reluctance of industry
gases emissions.
corporate talks,
to act to avert climate
IPCC has argued that a
media talks,
catastrophe has been
cut of 60-70 percent in
replaced by enthusiastic
emissions is essential if
money talks. All
lobbying for the launch of
climate change is to be
the new emissions trading
averted. But statistics talk and no action.
market. Industries have
published by the E.U.
Greenwash Guerillas,
recognised that, there is
commission show that
Den Haag,
massive profit to be made
total E.U. emissions for
Nov. 2000
from cleaning up the mess
the years 1990-2010 will
caused
by
extreme
see a mere 1.4 percent
weather occurrences, and
reduction and acknowledge
the nuclear and biotech industries may
that it might be closer to zero. Way below
have a whole new market by which to
the commitment of eight percent set by
overcome distaste for their industries if
the Kyoto Protocol. The transport sector,
they are approved of as means to provide
responsible for over one third of total GHG
the answers to carbon sequestion.
emissions, has seen an increase of 15.3
Financial institutions like the World
percent. The International Energy Agency
Bank and European Bank for Reconstruction
released a report in Den Haag which
and Development all serve to benefit from
concludes that world emissions of carbon
investment funds they have set up for
dioxide—the principal greenhouse gas—
emissions trading. “Over the past six years
will rise by 60 percent over the period
the World Bank has spent billions of dollars
1997-2010. In another report entitled
in developing countries on fossil fuel related
“Collision Course,” the growth in emissions
projects,” argues Daphne Wysam in The
from transport, notably road and air,

The Real Issues
November 2000, delegates from all over
the world, corporations and NGOs met in
Den Haag to discuss the growing climate
crisis and to ratify the Kyoto Protocol
created in Japan in 1997. The reality was
very different, turning from climate talks
into a trade fair with attendees jostling to
get a piece of the market.
The talks failed because of growing
disagreement between the E.U. and the
U.S. over proposals to use forests and
farmland as carbon dioxide (CO2) “sinks”
to soak up emissions and account for
some of America’s Kyoto targets. Now the
superpowers of the world have reclined
behind closed doors to finish off the final
parts of the agreement, essentially carving
out a new economic market whereby a
carbon economy can exist and trading in
pollution can commence. (See Car Busters
10 for more detail on carbon trading).
A massive hypocrisy existed within the
Den Haag talks: delegations from developing
countries spoke of unmitigated climate
disaster if real change was not implemented
soon: extreme weather events that will
result in massive destruction of lives,
property and capital. Yet governments and
delegations were incapable of developing
effective counter measures and implementing any real change.
Are we to be reassured by a possible
breakthrough in the talks in the year
2001? Are future talks going to
address the crux issues of climate
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week,”said a spokesperson for Greenpeace
shortly after the talks had finished, “the people
from rich countries should prepare to build
even bigger and wider dikes from which they
can watch the rest of the world suffer and
drown from climate change.”
Friends of the Earth were emotionally
moved by the failure of the talks, “at the
start of the talks, Dutch Environment
Minister, Jan Pronk, warned the politicians
of the public outrage that would result if they
left Den Haag with no deal to fight climate
change. After two weeks of waffle, that is
exactly what happened. Nothing effective
has been achieved. Man-made climate
change will continue to get worse. People all
over the world will lose lives, homes and
jobs as a result. We will not forget or forgive
those who wrecked these talks and put our
planet in further danger. We will demand
that those governments who back the Kyoto
Treaty continue their programmes of action
The USA
to fight climate change. And we will work to
The pieing of Frank Loy, head of the U.S.
see that those Governments and politicians
delegation, at a press conference during
who betrayed it pay for their behaviour.”
the climate talks was
“The feeling running
widely and openly
through some of the
celebrated (well by us
mainstream NGOs,” says
anyway). During the talks Beyond carbon, climate
Bianca from the Climate
the U.S. had been
change expresses a
Action Network, “is that
accused of repeatedly
COP6.5 is probably going
world
order
that
is
stalling negotiations and
to fail because the process
backing the E.U. and G77
sustained by
has gone too far down the
into a corner.
road and there is still no
exploitation
and
The U.S. produces
agreement and because of
a quarter of the worlds violation of peoples and
the change in the U.S.
total carbon emissions
government.”
their
resources.
and its inclusion in the
Despite this, other
Isaac Osuoka,
climate
talks
is
groups
are
more
perceived as essential. Environmental Rights Action,
optimistic: Liam Slater
But the U.S. is effecfrom WWF acknowledged
Nigeria
tively trying to broker a
that, although COP6 was
deal that will see it meet
a setback, “the process
the targets set by the Kyoto Protocol but
will survive.” “No deal is better than a bad
not actually decrease their carbon
deal—hopefully follow-up negotiations can
emissions. Speculation is already running
learn from the mistakes made at Den Haag
rife as to what the new Bush administration
and put a package in place that targets the
will make of the Kyoto protocol. New
real culprits of climate change, not just the
Republican senators have already begun
easy political opinions.”
calling for it to be rejected. Joe Barton, a
However, other activist groups believe
leading U.S. energy law maker, said that
that the official United Nations negotiations
international negotiations to work out the
are failing to resolve the climate change
details of the treaty were proving fruitless:
crisis. Once such coalition, the Rising Tide
“it is never going to be in the interests of
Collective, insists that global equity and
the American economy.” And Bush has
the environment are being marginalised by
never hesitated to express his categorical
the dominance of corporate interests. “The
refusal to ratify the Kyoto Protocol.
basis of attaining climate justice,” argues
(Attempts to prise a quote out of the
one activist present in Den Haag, “should
new Bush administration regarding their
begin with a rejection of all attempts to
standpoint on the Kyoto Protocol proved
privatise the atmosphere.”
futile, but if you want to try see the
The arguments for such a course of
contacts page for the White House
action are powerful: climate change has
telephone number.)
been caused by the over-consumption of
fossil fuels by developed countries, yet
Is It All Fucked Then?
people that are feeling the effects—losing
Initial excitement post Kyoto has all but
their lives, livelihoods and witnessing
evaporated and disbelief now runs through
cultural genocide—are the poor of
a huge selection of environmental NGOs and
undeveloped nations. Climate change as it
lesser developed countries affected by
stands is no longer simply a problem of the
climate change. “If governments continued
atmosphere and its gases but a question
to act irresponsibly as they have done this
of social and ecological justice. Beyond
Ecologist, “that will contribute to double
the amount of carbon dioxide emitted by
all the world’s countries in 1996. Now the
bank hopes to profit from these very
emissions by entering the market in
emissions trading.”
Industry is also lobbying to ensure
emissions reductions should be met only
through voluntary commitments, arguing
that fighting carbon dioxide emissions with
mandatory legislation would lead to
economic disaster. To date this has not
yet been agreed by the Kyoto Protocol.
However, a report released by the European
Environment Bureau concludes that
voluntary agreements between industry and
the E.U. show no ambition, are of dubious
legal quality, are undemocratic and are
leading to long delays in the implementation of action.

“

”

March 2001 Car Busters

TRANSLATION
Übersetzung - Traduccíon
Im November 2000 trafen
sich Abgeordnete, Konzerne
und NGOs aus aller Welt in
Deutsch Den Haag, um ange-blich die
sich zuspit-zende Klimakrise
zu diskutieren und das Kyoto-Protokoll,
welches 1997 in Japan entworfen wurde, zu
ratifizieren.
Die Gespräche scheiterten, und die
Supermächte der Welt haben sich hinter
verschlossene Türen zurückgezogen, um die
letzten Teile der Abstimmungen zu
beschließen,
welche
einen
neuen
ökonomischen Markt entwerfen, auf welchem
eine Kohlenstoffwirtschaft existieren und der
Handel mit Verschmutzung beginnen kann.
Die Industrie und die Konzerne haben ein
persönliches Interesse, an den Debatten um
Klimawandel teilzunehmen. Nur 122
Konzerne sind verantwortlich für über 80%
aller Kohlenstoffemissionen. Die Industrie
fürchtet um den möglichen Verlust von
Profiten, sollte es zu effektiven und realen
Veränderungen kommen. Finanzielle
Institutionen wie die Weltbank und die
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development profitieren ebenfalls von den
von ihnen aufgebauten Investmentfunds für
den Handel mit Emissionen. n

Noviembre
del
2000,
delegados de todo el mundo,
multinacionales y ONGs se
encontraron en Den Haag para
Español
debatir sobre lo que se
presentó ante la opinión pública como la
creciente crisis del clima y para ratificar
el Protocolo de Kyoto acordado en Japón
en 1997. Las negociaciones fracasaron y
ahora los súper poderes del mundo
prosiguen a puerta cerrada ultimando las
partes finales del acuerdo, esencialmente
pergeñando un nuevo mercado en el que la
economía de los combustibles fósiles puede
continuar y al mismo tiempo comience el
comercio de emisiones.
Las multinacionales y la industria tienen
poderosas razones para implicarse en los
temas relacionados con el cambio climático.
Sólo 122 corporaciones son responsables
de más del 80% de las emisiones de
carbono. La industria teme cambios reales
y efectivos por las pérdidas de beneficios
que pueden suponer. Instituciones
financieras como el Banco Mundial o el
Banco Europeo para el Desarrollo sirven
todos para obtener beneficios a partir de
las inversiones realizadas para el Comercio
de Emisiones. n
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carbon, climate change expresses a
world order that is sustained by the
exploitation and violation of millions of
peoples and their resources. What we
are witnessing now is a new form of
colonialism—carbon colonialism.
“Ending climate change,” believes
Isaac Ousouka, from the Environmental
Rights Action group based in Nigeria, “will
mean dismantling the order.” The last two
years have seen a huge surge in public
consciousness—the realisation that the
global economy is undemocratic, environmentally damaging, creates debt and is
responsible for millions of deaths, is a
publicly acknowledged fact. Climate change
is a visible and very real example of the
parasites of the global economy ignoring
common-sense solutions to a global
problem. The reality of the ensuing climate
chaos means that unless there is dramatic
and radical restructuring of the world’s
financial institutions, urgent measures to
prevent future disasters will not be taken.
Activists from the Rising Tide Coalition
have called for a season of carbon action—
“for all concerned people, sympathetic
communities, grassroots groups and
individuals around the world to organise
their own autonomous actions against the
Emitters, Traders and Accountants who all
stand to benefit from the privatisation of
the Earth’s atmosphere. March 21 marks
the Equinox—the day the tide is at its
highest—and will see groups all over the
world taking action. The aim is to create a
global atmosphere so crisis and tension
packed that it will force open the door to
progress with climate protection.”
“The problem with Den Haag,” said
an activist who took part in the Rising
Tide actions, “is that we witnessed a
process whereby NGOs such as
Greenpeace have been sucked into the
negotiating process, muffling radical
voices. We saw symbolic action after
symbolic action on a daily basis, with a
complementary nod of the head from
some fat politician. The people from the
Rising Tide Coalition were the first people
to walk out of those talks because they
were the only ones that stood up and
said ‘these talks are a farce, they are
about a trade treaty not a climate treaty.’”
What we do have to do now is start to
name and shame the lobby groups,
corporations and accountants that sit on
the sidelines of the climate talks pushing
the corporate agenda, and start highlighting
climate issues as a major effect of the
global economic market. And build links
between groups opposing economic
globalisation and climate groups, to make
this a truly world-wide issue. Plans are
already underway for a mobilisation for
Bonn, where the climate talks are set to
continue in Mid-July. Watch this space
and get involved. Check out the web site
<www.risingtide.nl/> or email to
<groupclimate_bonn@yahoo.de> or in the
U.K. mail to PO Box 9656, London,
N4 4JY. n - Kim Bryan
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Creatively
Changing Your Life
10 ways to cut your carbon and save the world—
from the fluffy to the spikey...
The average distance a piece of food travels to get to your dinner plate is 2000 km, in a
flurry of trucks, boats, aeroplanes and more trucks. Modern farming and transportation
methods mean that we use 20 times more energy producing a piece of food now than we
did in 1910. It may be generating profit, but let’s face it, it’s not exactly progress. Local
farmers and shops are being replaced by large out of town shopping areas reachable only
by car. Changing your lifestyle and assessing the impact that you as an individual have on
the global climate is a good place to start.
1. Start by calculating your annual emissions output. No matter how small you can
make a difference. The climate calculator on the website <www.climatecalc.net> is a
good place to start. It is an interactive software tool designed to raise people’s awareness
of the greenhouse gases they produce through their daily lives and lifestyle.
2. Inform yourself and inform others. A good starting point is to get clued-up on the
issues: read the varying opinions and work out where you stand. We recommend the
following sources of information:
— Carbon Wars, Jeremy Leggett. A good history of the COP process. Published by
Penguin books, ISBN 0-14-028494-X
— Greenhouse Market Mania. A sound analysis of the corporate lobbying going on
behind the Kyoto protocol. Published by the Corporate Europe Observatory on
<www.xs4all.nl~ceo> or e-mail <ceo@xsall.nl>
— The Dyson Effect, all about Carbon and forestry offsets, available for £2 from
Corner House, PO Box 3137, Station Road, Sturminster Newton, Dorset. Or download it
from <www.cornerstone.icaap.org>
— Indy media site from the Den Haag protests <www.climateconference.org>
— Rising Tide Website <http://squat.net/climate/>
— Greenpeace website <www.greenpeace.org>
3. It is unlikely you are an avid car driver if you are reading this magazine. But, if you
are, here is some advice taken from Anna Semlyen’s latest book, Cutting Your Car Use
— Localise, by working, shopping and socialising nearby your home
— Shop and get information by post, phone or Internet
— Combine and share journeys, join Freewheelers or another such organisation in your
country. <www.freewheelers.co.uk> provides a free service linking drivers to passengers
— Ask for flexi-time at work so that being late is not an issue
— Cycle
— Use public transport
— Sell your car
— Think before you drive
— If you really must drive sometimes, consider switching to cleaner fuels such as
liquefied petroleum gas, compressed natural gas or electricity. The British government is
presently subsidising alternative fuel vehicles with grants of up to 75 percent. Contact the
Environmental Transport Association at <www.eta.co.uk> for more information.
4 . Fantastic! You have given up driving. But what about flying? Air travel is responsible
for emitting roughly 1,100 million tonnes of C02 per year. Do you really need to fly within
Europe or state to state? Train travel emits less carbon.
The website <www.chooseclimate.org> is all about air travel; containing interactive
demonstrations and ways to calculate your fuel costs.
5. On average domestic homes produce 10 percent of overall greenhouse gas
emissions. Do you really need a hair dryer, washing machine, tumble drier, dishwasher,
electric whisk, electric toothbrush, carving knife, TV in every room, umpteen stereos,
trouser press and an electric tin opener? Give up your electrical appliances. Pick a day
when you and your friends hand them in and lock them away.
continued on page 27
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Petrochemical

Explosion

Cutting your carbon emissions is the beginning but not the end of the story, when it comes to sustainable
living. Cutting carbon can reduce your role in Global Warming, but the extraction of oil will continue, with all its
consequent environmental destruction, human rights abuses and contamination of the soils, air and water, for as
long as the “spin-off” industries continue. There are a thousand other areas of life in which you are affected by
petroleum products. If you want to live truly free of the multi-nationals and their disgraceful, polluting, profit-driven
behaviour, there is much more to avoid than simply the car, as this extract from Heathcote Williams’ Autogeddon
makes abundantly clear:

…a look into the human garage:
The petrochemical fall-out
In kitchen, bathroom and living area.
Sausage skins? Polyvinyl dichloride.
Chewing gum? Hydrocarbon wax.
Margarine? Oleo-marge—
You might not be able to tell it from butter with your tongue
But you can with a dip-stick.
Looking for love?
Petrolatum jelly will accelerate it
With loveless haste.
Giving off fumes?
…Mouthwash?
Benzoic acid will take your breath away,
And your larynx as well.
Losing touch?
Benzodiazepine
Should settle your feet back on the pedals.
Losing control because those in power
Are out of touch?
C.S. gas and a hundred other incapacitating agents
Should see you’re steered back in the right direction.
Identity crisis?
Why not change sex in mid-lane with stilboestrol
Or testosterone phenylpropionate?

Photograph courtesy of

Greenpeace

In the ditch?
Take up with meths
And sputter back on the road.
Hungry?
Butylated-hydroxy-toluene
And all the other food preservatives
Now work so well
They’ve diversified to accommodate human meat:
Our bodies have become so rich in prophylactics
That corpses are resisting natural decomposition—
You can keep it all together
Even though you’re dead.
Salves, ointments, paints, adhesives, luggage,

Detergents, food dyes, printing inks, laminates,
Rust preventers, tiles, floorings, piping, lubricants,
Fibres, solvents, scents, soap, rainwear, plastics,
Deodorants, emulsifiers, shoe cream, photographic film,
Magnetic tape, rectal suppositories, explosives…
All petrochemically produced
And all owned by arachnoid oligopolies
Gushing with product enthusiasm.
Like a drink? Ethyl alcohol—
Some spirits now on the market
Never saw a grain in their lives.
Another for the road?
More appropriate then ever
If the motorist’s high
Comes from a refinery not a distillery.
Oh, you don’t want a Scotch? Have a beer—
Stabilised with propylene glycol alginate.
Something soft?
—a fruit flavour
Enriched by propinol…
Now be a good boy, drink up your juice,
Then you can play with your cars.
Even the glint in someone’s eye
May be petrochemical;
And each new life is anointed
With a petrochemical by-product—
Baby oil.
Should anyone remain untouched
And refuse to have petrol pumped into every orifice,
Polyurethane foam for incendiary furniture,
Combustible acrylic for curtains and covers,
Should see that you end up in more manageable shape.
Asphalt completes the picture,
Transforming the petrochemical rainbow
Into a giant ouroborus,
Running rings around the world
And eating its own tail.

Heathcote Williams’ Autogeddon is available through Car Busters. Please see the
Resources pages for more information.
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Skill Sharing
Partage de competences • Praktische
aufteilungen • Compartiendo habilidades

Effective

Internet

Action

Alerts

PHIL AGRE

An action alert is a message that someone
sends out to the Net asking for a specific
action to be taken on a current political
issue. If they are well designed, they can
be a powerful way to invite people to participate in the processes of a democracy.
An Internet action alert should always
be part of an issue campaign with a
coherent strategy and clear goals.
The action alerts can be divided into
two categories, single messages and
structured campaigns:
1. Single alerts are broadcast in the
hope that they will propagate to the
maximum possible number of sympathetic
Internet users.
2. Structured campaigns are typically
conducted through mailing lists specially
constructed for the purpose, and their
intended audience may include
either the whole Internet universe
or a narrower group of alreadymobilised partisans.
Both types of action alerts
are obviously modeled on things
that have been happening on
paper, through telephone trees,
and lately via fax machines, for
a long time. What computer
networks do is make them a lot
cheaper. A networked alert can travel far
from its origin by being forwarded from
friend to friend and list to list, without any
additional cost being imposed on the
original sender. So, what you will need to
do is:
Establish Authenticity: Bogus action
alerts travel just as fast as real ones. Don’t
give alerts a bad name.
Include clear information about the
sponsoring organisation and provide the
reader with several ways of tracing back to
you—e-mail address, postal address, phone
number. Including this contact information
makes sense, anyway—if you want people
to join your movement they must have a
means of establishing contact with you.
One way to establish authenticity is
by appending a digital signature. Few
people will check the signature, though,
and many people will remove the signature
when they forward your message to others.
So there’s no substitute for clearly
explaining who you are and giving
people a way to reach you.
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Date It: Paper mail and faxes get thrown
away quickly, but action alerts can travel
through the Internet forever.
Do not count on the message header to
convey the date (or anything else); people
who forward Internet messages frequently
strip off the header. Give your recommended
action a clearly stated time-out (or end)
date. If you think there will be follow-up
actions, or if you want to convey that this is
part of an ongoing campaign, say so. That
way, people will contact you or look out for
your next alert.
Include Beginning and Ending Markers:
You can’t prevent people from modifying
your alert as they pass it along. Fortunately
this only happens accidentally, as extra
commentary accumulates at the top and

bottom of the message as it gets
forwarded. So put a bold row of dashes or
something similar at the top and bottom
so extra stuff will look extra. That way, it
will be clear what you and your credibility
are standing behind.
Beware of Second-Hand Alerts: Although
it is uncommon for someone to modify the
text of your alert, sometimes people will
foolishly send out their own paraphrase of
an alert, perhaps based on something they
heard verbally. These second-hand alerts
usually contain exaggerations and other
factual inaccuracies, and as a result they
can easily be used to discredit your alert.
If you become aware of inaccurate
variants of your alert, you should immediately notify relevant mailing lists of the
existence of these second-hand alerts.
Explain clearly what the facts are and
implore the community not to propagate
the misleading variants.
This action has two virtues: first, it
may help to suppress the incorrect reports;
and second, it positions you as someone
who cares about the truth.

Be Sensitive: If your alerts concern highly
sensitive matters, for example the status
of specifically named political prisoners,
then you may want to know precisely who
is getting your notices, how, and in what
context. If so, include a prominent notice
forbidding the forwarding of your alert.
Make It Self-Contained: Don’t presuppose
that your readers will have any context
beyond what they get on the news—define
your terms, avoid references to previous
messages on your mailing list, and provide
lots of background, or the URL for a Web
page that provides full details. Your most
important audience consists of people who
are sympathetic to your cause and want to
learn more about it before they take action.
Cyber Activism: Decide whether
to ask for e-mail messages
(which can be huge in number
but near-zero in effect), written
letters (which will be fewer but
more effective), or phone calls
(which fall in between).
Consider other options as
well: perhaps the sole purpose
of your alert is to solicit
contacts from a small number
of committed activists, or to gather
information, or to start a mailing list to
organise more actions.
Make It Easy to Understand: It is crucial
to begin with a good, clear headline that
summarises the issue and the recommended action. Use plain language, not
jargon. Check your spelling. Use short
sentences and simple grammar. Choose
words that will be understood worldwide,
not just in your own country or culture. Solicit
comments on a draft before sending it out.
Get Your Facts Straight!: Your message
will circle the earth, so double-check. Errors
can be disastrous. Even a small mistake
can make it easy for your opponents to
dismiss your alerts as “rumours.”
Start a Movement, Not a Panic: Do not
say ”forward this to everyone you know.”
Do not overstate. Do not plead. Do not say
“Please Act NOW!!!”. You are not trying
to address “everyone”; you’re trying to
address a targeted group of people who
March 2001 Car Busters

TRANSLATION
Traduction • Traduccíon
care about the issue. And if the issue really is time-critical then just explain
why, in sober language. Do not get obsessed with the immediate situation at
hand. Maintaining a sense of that larger context will help you and your readers
from becoming dispirited in the event that you lose the immediate battle.
Tell the Whole Story: Most people have never heard of your issue, and they
need facts to evaluate it. Facts, facts, facts. If your opponents have circulated
their own arguments, you’ll need to rebut them, and if they have framed the
facts in a misleading way then you’ll need to explain why.
On the other hand, you need to write concisely. Even if you’re focused on
the actions, good explanations count more. After all, one of the benefits of
your action alert—maybe the principal one—is that it informs people about
the issue. Even if they don’t act today, your readers will be more aware of the
issue in the future.
Don’t Preach to the Converted: If you really care about your issue, take the time
to find language that is suitable for a broad audience—avoid “insider” terminology.
Avoid Polemics: Your readers should not have to feel they are being hectored
to go along with something from the pure righteousness of it.
Make It Easy to Read : Use a simple layout with lots of white space. Break up
long paragraphs and use bullets and section headings to avoid visual monotony.
If your organisation plans to send out action alerts regularly, use a
distinctive design so that everyone can recognise your “brand name” instantly.
Use only plain ASCII characters. Just to make sure, do not use a MIMEcompliant mail program to send the message; use a minimal program such
as Berkeley mail. Format the message in 72 columns or even fewer;
otherwise it is likely to get wrapped around or otherwise mutilated as people
forward it onwards around the net.
Do Not Use a Chain-Letter : A chain-letter petition is an action alert that
includes a list of names at the end, inviting people to add their own name and
forward the resulting alert-plus-signature-list to everyone they know.
Unfortunately, it is an idea that doesn’t work—most of the signatures
will never reach their destination, and worse, a small proportion of the signatures will be received many times, thus annoying staff and persuading your
opponents they’re dealing with an incompetent movement that can never hold
them accountable.
Get Action Feed Back: If you are calling on people to telephone a legislator’s
office, for example, you should provide an e-mail address and invite them to
send you a brief message. You can use them to count the number of callers
your alert generates, which will be invaluable information when you speak with
the legislator’s staff.
Do Not Overdo It: Action alerts might become as unwelcome as direct-mail
advertising. If you’re running a sustained campaign, set up your own list.
Then send out a single message that calls for some action and include an
advertisement for your new list. If you must send out multiple alerts on the
same issue, make sure each one is easily distinguishable from the others and
provides fresh, useful information.
Do a Post-Mortem: When the campaign is over, try to derive some lessons
for others to use. What problems did you have? What mistakes did you make?
What unexpected connections did you make? Who did you reach and why?
Which mailing lists was your alert forwarded to, and which of these forwardings
actually caused people to take action? Good guesses are useful too.
E-Mail is Not Enough: An action alert is not an organisation. If you want to
build a lasting movement, at some point you’ll have to gather people together.
Encourage Good Practices
The Internet is a democratic medium that provides us with the time and space
to do the right thing. So let’s use the Internet in a positive way and encourage
others to do the same. Remember, forwarding a badly designed action alert
actually harms the cause that it is supposed to support. n
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Übersetzung

Wie mensch effektive
Aktionsaufrufe über das Internet macht
Aktionsaufrufe sind Meldungen, welche auf pezifische
D e u t s c h Aktionen hinweisen und über das
Internet
verschickt
werden.
Aktionsaufrufe sollten eindeutige Informationen
über die Org-anisatorInnen enthalten und es
den Leuten einfach machen, den Aufruf
zurückzuverfolgen. Der Text sollte datiert sein, da
er sonst bis weit nach seiner Nützlichkeit beliebig
lange im Internet herumgeschickt werden könnte.
Anfangs- und Endmarkierungen machen es
einfacher, den Text zu lesen, auch wenn er bereits
oft weitergeleitet wurde.
Achtet auf Aufrufe aus zweiter Hand. Manchmal
kürzen Leute Aufrufe oder fügen aus Versehen
inkorrekte
Informationen
ein
bei
der
Zusammenfassung. Haltet Ausschau und warnt
gegebenenfalls Leute, falls eine falsche Version
in den Umlauf gerät.
Euer Aufruf sollte alle relevanten Informationen, die Leute benötigen bzw. einen Link zu
einer detaillierteren Website enthalten, einfach
zu lesen und präzise sein.
Verursacht keine Panik, übertreibt nicht. Eure
LeserInnen1 werden eher auf gute Erklärungen
als auf Hysterie reagieren. Überlegt genau, zu
was für Arten von Aktionen ihr aufrufen wollt und
versucht, Feedback über Gelaufenes zu erhalten.
Vergeßt nicht, daß Emails nicht ausreichen – um
eine dauerhafte politische Bewegung aufzubauen,
müssen Menschen sich früher oder später auch
persönlich treffen. n

El Banco Mundial (BM) y el Fondo
Monetario Internacional (FMI)
apadrinan proyectos de desarrollo
insostenibles. En lugar de conceder
Español créditos para favorecer la expansión
de los modos de transporte no motorizado, el tipo
de proyectos que estas instituciones prefieren
para invertir su presupuesto de 40 mil millones
de dólares anuales son mayoritariamente
infraestructuras para el transporte motorizado.
En regiones del “tercer mundo”, por ejemplo,
África occidental, donde el 80% de los
desplazamientos se realiza en medios de
transporte no motorizado, la afirmación del BM y
el FMI de que están contribuyendo a erradicar la
pobreza suena a falsa, cuando menos de un 2%
de sus inversiones en la zona se destina a financiar
el transporte no motorizado.
Otras formas de transporte también se
resienten con las políticas introducidas por el BM
y el FMI. Más de 9000 kilómetros de líneas de
ferrocarril se han cerrado desde 1995. La
privatización y desregulación del transporte
público en muchos países ha llevado a una caída
en la calidad del servicio, al aumento de los
precios, y lo ha hecho inaccesible para la población
de las zonas rurales.
A medida que el BM y el FMI son cada vez más
cuestionados por sus truculentos proyectos
ambientales y humanitarios, otros bancos
multilaterales comienzan sigilosamente a hacerse
cargo de los proyectos más dañinos para el medio
ambiente, bancos como el IRC, el Banco Europeo de
Inversiones, la Fundación Japonesa para la
Cooperación Económica, o el Banco Asiático para el
Desarrollo.
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Studies & Repor ts
Rapports • Berichte • Reportes

You don’t need a PhD
to find out what the
PhDs are doing. Car
Busters guarantees
100% non-academic
language in this
section—or your
money back.

Trucks Cost the Earth
The European Union has calculated that the external costs of
transport—accidents, pollution,
climate change, congestion and
noise—amount to nearly 10
percent of gross domestic
product, and over 90 percent of
these costs are attributable to road
transport.
- The Independent (UK),
November 11, 2000

Global Warming
Worse Than Expected
The U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) have released their
strongest report to date on the effects and
dangers of global warming.
A draft summary for policy makers,
issued on 22 January, said the report
projects the Earth’s average surface
temperature will rise 1.4 to 5.8 degrees
centigrade (2.5 to 10.4 degrees Fahrenheit)
between 1990 and 2100, higher than its
1995 estimate of a 1 to 3.5 degree
centigrade rise (1.8 to 6.3 degrees
Farenheit).
Sea levels were likely to rise between
9 and 88 cm (3.54 and 34.64 inches)
between 1990 and 2100.
It further predicts that the average
global temperature could be as much as 6
degrees centigrade (11 degrees Fahrenheit)
higher at the end of the century than it was
in 1990. That is a bigger change than the
world has seen since the end of the last
Ice Age, and could lead to chaotic weather,
with storms, flooding and severe droughts.
The report is the strongest word yet
from the IPCC, which groups 2,500 of the
world’s top climate scientists. “In 1995,
we said since 1860 there had been a 0.3
to 0.6 degree centigrade rise,” one source
familiar with the report, who asked not to
be named, said. “Now it is 0.4 to 0.8
degrees centigrade [0.7 to 1.4 degrees
Fahrenheit]. The observed change is
somewhat larger...As the report itself says,
the last decade was certainly the warmest
in 1,000 years.”
The Shanghai conference, at which
the report was released, was the start of
a series of meetings under U.N. auspices
to gather evidence for climate negotiators.
Other gatherings will focus on the social
and economic costs of global warming
and how to reduce it. The series ends in
April with the release of a huge report in
Nairobi, Kenya.
Klaus Toepfer, the head of the United
Nations Environment Programme which
part sponsors the IPCC, said the report
should ring “alarm bells in every national
capital and in every local community ... We
must move ahead boldly with clean energy
technologies and we should start preparing
ourselves for the rising sea levels,
changing rain patterns and other
impacts of global warming.”
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Study Finds Suburbs
Drive Up Cost of Living

However, a key conflict in climate
negotiations is a U.S.-led effort to reduce
the impact of cuts, recently exacerbated
by the change of administration. The U.S.
is now claiming it will not be ready to
partake in the next stage of talks in Bonn,
Germany, in May.
- BBC, Reuters and AP, January 22

Reducing Car Use for Short Trips
The Centre for Transport Studies at the
University of Central London have completed
a study entitled ”Potential For Mode
Transfer of Short Trips.”
377 in-depth interviews were conducted
about short trips by car and analysed to
establish why the car was used, what
alternatives were perceived and what would
induce users to change to an alternative.
Alternatives to the car were identified
for nearly 80 percent of short car trips,
with business and work trips the least
likely to transfer, and taking children to
school the most likely. Of all the short
trips by car, about 31 percent could transfer
to walking, 31 percent could be bussed
and 7 percent could be cycled.
The single government policy intervention
that respondents said would do most to
attract them out of their cars would be to
improve bus services—which could attract
up to 21 percent of car drivers. Improvements were specifically identified as
increased route coverage and frequency.
There is little in the nature of specific
policy intervention that could encourage
more walking or cycling, so it would require
personal initiative. Hence there is a need
to make car drivers more aware of the
benefits of walking and cycling.
The main findings of this work are
available in two reports: one reviewing
existing data and the literature, and the
other describing the results of the surveys.
They can be obtained via the website
<www.ucl.ac.uk/transport-studies/shtrp.htm>
- Professor Mackett, University of
Central London

A new study by the Surface
Transportation Policy Project and
the Center for Neighborhood
Technology (U.S.), comparing automobile
costs incurred in different cities found that
residents of cities close to shopping, jobs
and good public transportation spent from
$2,000 to $4,000 less per annum on
transport than the average.
The savings were attributed to the
availability of public transportation and
city layouts more amenable to walking.
- LA Times, December 1, 2000

Reduced Deaths
Unrelated to Road Improvements
A new paper entitled “Traffic Fatalities And
Injuries: Are Reductions The Result Of
‘Improvements’ In Highway Design
Standards?” analysing data from 50
American states over 14 years to examine
the effect of various highway improvements
on fatalities and injuries has concluded on
the whole, they don’t.
Other factors, such as demographic
changes in age cohorts, increased seatbelt
use, and increases in medical technology
have accounted for most of the reductions
in fatalities.
These results have major implications
for the cost benefit analysis of highway
projects and for new Federal planning
regulations that require safety to be
considered as a planning factor.
The full report is available from Robert
B. Noland, Centre for Transport Studies,
Imperial College, London, U.K.

New reports from VPTI
Available at <www.vpti.org> include:
“An Economic Evaluation of Smart Growth
and TDM”
“Estimation Of Generated Traffic By New
Developments: Current Practice And Possible Improvements Based On Bangkok
Experience”
“Transportation Land Valuation; Evaluating
Policies and Practices that Affect the
Amount of Land Devoted to Transportation
Facilities.”
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Contacts

Contacts • Kontaktadressen • Contactos
An interesting range of potential
action contacts consisting of lobby
groups, car and oil companyies.
American Petroleum Institute
1220 L Street NW
Washington DC
20005+1, USA
Tel: (+1) 202-682-8000
<www.api.org>
Emissions Marketing Assoc.
611 East Wells Street
Milwaukee, WI 53 202, USA
Tel: (+1) 414 276 3819
Fax: (+1) 414 263349
<www.emissions.org>
European Round Table
Avenue Henri Jaspar 113
B-1060 Brussels, Belgium
Tel: (+32) 2534 3100
<www.ert.be>
International Chamber
of Commerce
38 Cours Albeert 1er
75008 Paris, France
Tel: (+33) 149 532828
Tel: (+33) 149 532859

International Emissions
Trading Association
Coincidentally temporarily
housed in the same building as
WBSCD, see below.
<www.ieta.org>
Global Climate Coalition
1275 K st NW
Washington DC
20005, USA
Tel: (+1) 202 682 9161
Sydney Futures Exchange
Will be providing a “physical”
base for carbon trading to take
place.
30-32 Grosvenor Street
Sydney NSW 2000, Australia
Tel: (+61) 2 9256 0555
Free phone: (+61) 800641588
World Business Council
For Sutainable Development
4 Chemin de Conches
CH-1231 Conches- Geneva
Switzerland
Tel: (+41) 22839 3100
Fax: (+41) 2278393131
<www.wbscd.org>

General Motors
100 Renaissance Centre
P.O.Box 100, Detroit
MI 48265, USA
Ford Motor Companies
The American Road
Dearborn
MI 48121-1899, USA
Tel: (+1) 313 332 3000
<www.ford.com>
Toyota
1, Toyota-ch, Toyota City
Aichi Prefecture 471-8571
Japan
Tel: (+81) 0565 28 2121
<www.toyotahouse.co.jp/
Lighthouse>

European Daimler- Benz
Epplestr. 225
70567 Stuttgart, Germany
Tel: (+49) 711-170
Fax: (+49) 711 172 2244
Shell International
Headquaters
Po Box 162 2501-AN
The Hague, the Netherlands
Tel: (+31) 703779111
Fax: (+31) 703774848
Shell Centre
London, SE1 7NA, U.K.
Tel: (+44) 020 7934 1234

Volkswagen A.G.
3180 Wolfsburg 1
Germany
Tel: (+49) 05361 90

BP Amoco
UK International Headquaters
Britannic House
1 Finsbury Circus
London
EC2M 7BA, U.K.
Tel: (+44) 020 7496 4000

DaimlerCrysler
1000 Chrysler Drive
Auburn Hills
Detroit
MI 48326-2766, USA

Occidental Petroleum
Corporation
10889 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles
CA 90024, USA

atmosphere, replenishes the
land and makes you feel happier
and healthier in the mornings.
Imagine the streets lined
with plum trees; carrots bursting
forth from recently re-claimed
tarmac; mouthwatering grapes
hanging from the lamp posts
and those grey metal boxes
banished from the roads. Its
working locally to implement a
global solution. (Check out CB
#10 for more information on
street reclaiming.)

their lives hell. Blockade them,
shut them down, gain public
sympathy, use the local media,
target residents adversly
affected by the company and
drive them out of town.

Continued from page 22

Make Your Voice Heard
6. Join Greenpeace or Friends
of the Earth (FoE) and let them
campaign on your behalf. Most
cities have branches of both FoE
and Greenpeace. Send letters,
faxes and e-mails to the relevant
politicians and companies outlining your concerns and urging
them to take action.
7. Public Outreach. One of the
most essential aspects of any
campaign. Set up a local climate
group and outreach to local
communities. Highlight the
issues and look for ways to
improve the environment and
the impact of the “car” within
your community.
At this stage you may become frustrated by the lack of
results. You may have realised
that if you want to reduce
emissions and make a
significant impact to prevent
climate chaos, you have to fight
more enemies than you first
thought—the P.R. giants, multinational car and oil companies,
national governments, international finance institutions and
the entire global market
economy. You may well begin
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to feel thoroughly pissed off.
It’s understandable, we’ve been
there ourselves.

Empower Yourselves
8 . Guerrilla Gardening:
greening our cities and
reclaiming our urban environments permanently by transforming them into places where
communities can thrive.
Planting trees and plants
helps to absorb toxins from the

9. Take on the
global
economy
using Direct Action
as a tool to stop
those bastards in
their tracks. Take
part in the global day
of action on March
21. Keep your ears
to the ground and go
to the COP6.5
actions (see the
Climate Casinos
feature for more
information).
10. Take Direct
Action: Choose a
relevant company in
your area and make

11. Take a leaf out of the
Monkey Wrench Gang. We will
say no more.

A “Sprinkling” of
Conceivable Actions:
Teach-ins; bike-ins; strikes;
distributing flyers; street theatre;
demonstrations; occupations;
showing climate change films;
organising
speakers
and
discussions; tree plantings at
petrol stations; blockades and
shutdowns; Critical Mass bike
rides; handing out free food;
music, dancing and poetry;
establishing
grass
roots
community councils; and
constructively placed pies.
[Apologies for so many internet
based contacts—if you are
interested in finding out more
and don’t have access to a
computer, contact Car
Busters and we will send
you the info by mail.]
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Resources
Ressources • Materialien • Recursos
Here you have it. Car Busters
finally got it together to greatly
expand its formerly pathetic
selection of books and other
resources. See
ordering info at right.

Street Reclaiming
Creating Livable Streets and Vibrant Communities
David Engwicht, 1999, 207 pages
120 FF, 35 DM, £11, US$17, AUS$28, or CZK 600
Street Reclaiming not only
celebrates the potential of
our streets to become
vibrant centres of culture
a n d community once
again—but also shows you
how you can make it
happen. A quantum leap
beyond traffic calming, the
book contains a host of
practical ideas and tools for reclaiming your streets.
For residents, a simple six-week programme to reduce
traffic by 30 to 50 percent. For city officials, it shows
how reducing traffic city-wide is as simple as
reducing rubbish (trash).

Asphalt Nation
How the Automobile Took Over America
and How We Can Take It Back
Jane Holtz Kay, 1998, 440 pages
125 FF, 36 DM, £12, US$18, AUS$32, or CZK 680
Asphalt Nation is a powerful
examination of how the car has
ravaged America’s cities and
landscape over the past 100
years, together with a compelling
strategy for reversing our
dependency. Demonstrating that
there are economic, political,
architectural, and personal
solutions to the problem, Holtz
Kay shows that radical change is entirely possible.
Essential reading for everyone interested in the history
of our relationship with the car.

CarFree Cities
J.H. Crawford, 2000, 324 pages, hard cover
210 FF, 60 DM, £20, US$30, AUS$55, or CZK 1,100
An unapologetic argument for
car-free cities combined with a
detailed and well thought out
plan, the book outlines a city
structure carefully designed to
minimise environmental impact
and maximise quality of life
worldwide. It gives practical suggestions for gradually
implementing Crawford’s car-free reference design in
existing cities, and for creating new ones.

Autogeddon
Heathcote Williams, 1991, 151 pages
98 FF, 28 DM, £9, US$14, AUS$24, or CZK 525
Autogeddon is exceedingly
difficult to find these days. Part
One is a brilliant and passionate
81-page poem on the insanity of
car culture, juxtaposed with
some of the most powerful
colour photos out there on the
subject. Part Two, titled “Voices
Dying to be Heard Above the
Traffic,” contrasts hard-hitting
quotations with black and white photography.

Divorce Your Car
Ending the Love Affair With the Automobile
Katie Alvord, 2000, 320 pages
125 FF, 36 DM, £12, US$18, AUS$32, or CZK 680
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Most transportation reform books emphasize long-range
political and economic policy. Divorce Your Car! speaks

to individuals, encouraging
readers to change their own
driving behaviour without waiting
for broader social change,
stressing that individual action can
drive social change. From
commuters crazed by congestion
and “soccer moms” sick of
chauffeuring, to environmentalists looking for auto
alternatives, Divorce Your Car! provides all the reasons
not to drive and the many car-free alternatives.

For Love of the Automobile
Looking Back Into the History of Our Desires
Wolfgang Sachs, 1992, 227 pages, hard cover
280 FF, 80 DM, £27, US$40, AUS$70, or CZK 1500

The End of the Road
From World Car Crisis to Sustainable Transportation
Wolfgang Zuckermann, 1991, 300 pages
70 FF, 20 DM, £7, US$10, AUS$18, or CZK 350
There are half a billion cars on
the planet, and this is one of the
earliest books to take a long, hard
look at the contrast between the
image and the reality of this fact.
Zuckermann offers 33 “ways
out” of our car dependence,
including pedestrianisation,
traffic calming, alternative
transport modes, restructuring
public transport and rearranging our lives.

Public Spaces - Public Life

Far more than a means of
transportation, the automobile
has become a cultural icon for
our times. Examining the history
of the automobile from the late
1880s to the present, Sachs
shows how the car gave form to
the dreams and desires
embedded in modern society—
for speed, independence,
comfort, status, glamour and power—and in so doing
reshaped our very notions of time and space, our
individual and societal values, and our outlook on
progress and the future. In sum: an excellent and
detailed cultural history of the car.

Jan Gehl and Lars Gemzøe, 1999, 96 pages
170 FF, 48 DM, £16, US$24, AUS$42 or CZK 900

The Geography of Nowhere

Jan Gehl, 1996, 192 pages, third English edition
125 FF, 36 DM, £12, US$18, AUS$32, or CZK 680

The Rise and Decline of America’s Man-Made Landscape
James Howard Kunstler, 1994, 304 pages
98 FF, 28 DM, £9, US$14, AUS$24, or CZK 525
Explores and deplores the
privatised suburban wasteland that
makes up so much of North
America today. Not the most
technical book on the subject of
sprawl, but certainly one of the
most entertaining, passionate,
readable and accessible. One of the
most popular books on the subject
of transportation reform. The
predecessor to Kunstler’s Home from Nowhere, below.

Home from Nowhere
Remaking Our Everyday World for the 21st Century
James Howard Kunstler, 1998, 320 pages
98 FF, 28 DM, £9, US$14, AUS$24, or CZK 525
Kunstler offers a way back from the
“tragic sprawlscape of cartoon
architecture, junked cities, and
ravaged countryside” that he
described in The Geography of
Nowhere. A powerful writer,
Kunstler calls for the restoration of
traditional architecture, sensible
urban design principles, and the
development of public spaces that
meet people’s need to interact with one another.

Sustainability and Cities
Overcoming Automobile Dependence
Peter Newman and Jeff Kenworthy, 1999, 350 pages
280 FF, 80 DM, £27, US$40, AUS$70, or CZK 1500
The authors make the case that
the essential character of a city’s
land use results from how it
manages transport, and that only
by reducing our automobile
dependence will we be able to
successfully accommodate all
elements of the sustainability
agenda. The authors provide an
updated survey of global cities
that examines a range of sustainability factors and
indicators, and, using a series of case studies,
demonstrate how cities around the world are
overcoming automobile dependence. See extract in
issue no. 6 of Car Busters magazine, page 10.

This beautiful book
filled with colour
photographs and maps
describes the remarkable qualitative humanscale improvements that
have taken place in
Copenhagen over the past 34 years, and how they have
been accomplished. It presents a method of assessing
urban quality and gives a thorough insight into how
people use urban public spaces.

Life Between Buildings

A classic is republished and
revised. First published in 1971,
this book is the best source for
understanding how people use
urban public spaces. Published in
many languages, it is a standard
textbook in architecture and
planning schools around the
world, and continues to be the
undisputed introduction to the
interplay between public space design and social life.

Cutting Your Car Use
Save Money, Be Healthy, Be Green!
Anna Semlyen, 2000, 160 pages
50 FF, 15 DM, £5, US$7.50,
AUS$13, or CZK 280
Britain’s first personal traffic
reduction guide. Packed with
constructive, easy-to-follow,
practical advice. For anyone who
wants to cut their car use, or give
up the car completely.

Family Mouse Behind the Wheel
Wolfgang Zuckermann, 1992, 30 pages, hard cover
70 FF, 20 DM, £7, US$10, AUS$18, or CZK 350
This colourful illustrated book
teaches children the problems of
car culture through the eyes of a
family of anthropomorphised
forest mice, who decide to buy
a car, build a road into their
previously intact forest, and
eventually, create an urban hell.
An eye-opener complete with the
obligatory moralistic message.

Alice in Underland
Wolfgang Zuckermann, 1999
70 FF, 20 DM, £7, US$10, AUS$18, or CZK 350
“A curious mixture of nonsense,
social satire and surrealist fairy tale,
which takes the classical Alice
through the dreary landscape of
suburban America.” Entertaining
and insightful. In the spirit of the
original Alice, with its rhymes,
puns and assorted odd characters.
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Payment

Instructions

Mail-Order

The Age of the Bicycle:
A Novel

Direct Action
Manual

Miriam Webster, 1998, 270 pp.
40 FF, 12 DM, £4, US$6, AUS$10,
or CZK 150

1998, 152 pages
40 FF, 12 DM, £4, US$6,
AUS$10, or CZK 150

A quirky novel of love, magic, river
gods and the mystersious end of the
Automobile Age. Combining fairytale possibilities with sharp social satire to produce a
novel to entertain children and adults alike.

Edited by a former Earth
First! Journal co-editor, this
is an almost comprehensive
guide to direct action tactics developed around
the world. Lots of useful diagrams and
illustrations.

Wise Fool Basics
K. Ruby, Wise Fool, 1999, 96 pp.
77 FF, 22 DM, £7, US$11,
AUS$18, or CZK 400
Giant puppet building, masks,
street theatre tips, stilt-making…
A fantastic book full of useful
information and inspiration for
making direct action imaginative,
artistic and endlessly creative. Complete with dozens
of diagrams and photos.

An Intl. Sourcebook on Automobile
Dependence in Cities 1960-1990
Jeff Kenworthy, Felix Laube, et al., 1999, 737 pages
US$100 or equivalent (normal retail: US$125)
Detailed data on land use, private and public transport,
energy, environment, and economics in 46 metropolitan
areas in the U.S., Australia, Canada, Western Europe,
and Asia for 1960, 1970, 1980, and 1990. Includes many
tables, diagrams and colour maps to gain a global
perspective on how different cities perform according
to various factors. For cities not included in the book, a
comprehensive methodology chapter is provided,
describing how to develop comparative data for other
locations. A useful tool for policy development,
presentations, teaching, and further research.

Car Busters Graphics Book
Car Busters, 1999, 44 pages
35 FF, 10 DM, £3.5, US$5, AUS$10, or CZK 180
Our Graphics Book brings
together some of the best
graphics on file at Car Busters.
Includes info (in both English and
French) on how to produce
attractive posters, etc. The
graphics can be reproduced
freely (for non-profit purposes)
by local groups and campaigns.

“Freesources”
Road Raging
Top Tips for Wrecking Road Building
Road Alert, 1997, 175 pages
Contains, clear, concise and useful
information for direct action
campaigns. Currently available as a text
only document, free by e-mail from
<carbusters@ecn.cz>. We aim to have
a print version soon.

Bluffers Guide
To Conference Organising
Car Busters and Tinerii Prieteni ai Naturii
14 pages, RTF text file.
Culled from our experiences in organising the second
Towards Car Free cities conference, this excellant guide
covers many of the aspects of putting on a conference,
including co-ordinating translation, scheduling, chosing
venues and much more. With this guide we hope other
beginners can also create an enjoyable and effective
conference. Available as a text only document, free by
e-mail from <carbusters@ecn.cz>.

Much, Much More
Available as free downloads from our website at
<www.carbusters.ecn.ez>
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Direkte Aktionen
oder Die kleine
Blockadefibel
Anonymous, 1999, 52 pages
6 DM or equivalent
Das Beste aus dem berühmtberüchtigten Buch Road
Raging: Top Tips for
Wrecking Road Building. Hilfreiches für Protestcamps, Strassenparties, Kran-blockaden, Car
Walking, Subvertising, Informationen zu
Rechtlichem und Gruppen-prozessen, plus viele
hilfreiche Bilder und Fotos.

Stickers

“One Less Car” Bike Stickers
Available in Czech, Dutch, English, Finish, French,
German, , Norwegian/Swedish/Danish, Polish,
Romanian, Serbian/Croatian, Slovakian, Spanish.
Sized for bike frames, water-resistant. Ten stickers:
14 FF, 4 DM, £1.30, US$2, AUS$3, or CZK 40
The famous “One Less Car” sticker has just
become multilingual. Show drivers that your bike
is not a part of the traffic problem.

Resources

Shipping is included in all listed prices (surface rate outside Europe).
Unfortunately we cannot offer more of a discount, as items are sold
only slightly above our costs. We accept U.S., British, French and
Australian cheques, even Czech cheques—but please, NO
EUROCHEQUES. We also accept international postal money orders,
and even cash in the currencies listed below (and haven’t had problems
with this so far). Germans can send bank transfers c/o Daniel Sokolov
at ConSors, BLZ 76030080, account nr. 950593564. Austrians can
send bank transfers c/o Daniel Sokolov, KontoNr. 00032097298 bei
Erste Bank, BLZ 20111. (Verwendungszweck: “CB ORDER”, dein
Name und E-mail-oder Postadresse.)
Send payments to: Car Busters, Krátká 26, 100 00 Praha 10, Czech Rep.
Bank transfers to: Bank Austria Creditanstalt Czech Republic, a.s.;
Pobocka Praha - Valdek, Jugoslavská 29, 120 01, Praha 2, Czech
Rep.; acct. no. 48846-005; bank code 2700; SWIFT code BACXCZPP.

Magazine

Subscriptions

Country

One

Year

Austria
Australia
Canada
Czech Rep.
France
Germany
Netherlands
U.K.
USA

170 Schillings
24 Dollars
27 Dollars
160 Korun
80 Francs
24 Marks
27 Guilders
9 Pounds
17.50 Dollars

Two

Years

300 Schillings
40 Dollars
44 Dollars
300 Korun
140 Francs
40 Marks
44 Guilders
15 Pounds
28 Dollars

Car Busters is non-profit, and tries to charge a fair rate by taking into
account differences in income and living costs in different parts of the
world, while still keeping the payment system simple and understandable.
The columns above indicate subscription costs for “First World”
residents, in each of the currencies that we accept. Single copies cost
US$3 or equivalent. Eastern Europeans and “Third World” residents
pay one-third the Western rate on subscriptions (paying US$4 or 8 DM
per year) and also one-third on single copies (US$1 or equiv.).
Distribution Orders (5 or more copies): US$2 each or equivalent
(you sell at US$3 and keep the difference). In Eastern Europe and
the “Third World,” you buy at US$0.66 and sell at US$1. This is
beginning to sound like the stock market...

Other
MATE Map
(Map of Activities on Transport in Europe)
A SEED Europe, 2000
50 FF, 14 DM, £4, US$7, AUS$12, or CZK 250

“Cancer Warning” Stickers
Big hard-to-remove stickers for cars.
Available in French, German, English, Spanish,
Serbian/Croatian and Czech. For 15 stickers:
20 FF, 6 DM, £2, US$3, AUS$5, or CZK 80

This new wall map, a year in the making,
provides a detailed overview of European
transport projects (TENs and TINA).
Includes 60-page info booklet.

Towards Car-Free Cities
Stickers for Selfishly
Parked Cars
For 25 stickers: 7 FF, 2 DM, £0.60,
US$1, AUS$1.50, or CZK 20
Fight back against cars parked on
pavements (sidewalks). Stick these international ministickers on obstructing cars to remind the owners that
pavements are for people, not parking.

DRIVING

START: WALKING! BIKING! USING PUBLIC TRANSIT!

Stop-Sign Improvement
3.5 FF, 1 DM, £0.3, US$0.50, AUS$1, or CZK 15
Forty-six centimetres long. Bright red. These big
glossy stickers are just the right size to go under the
word “STOP” on stop signs. You can see them all
over in Berkeley, California and Chapel Hill, NC, USA.
Why not your town, too?

1997, 36 minutes, European PAL format
28 FF, 8 DM, £2.50, US$4,
AUS$7, or CZK 150
This video documents the work and actions
of the first Towards Car-Free Cities
conference. Includes France’s first Reclaim
the Streets party, interviews and more.

2040: A Message
from the Future
David Engwicht
coming soon: contact us for price
Transported into the future, the viewer looks
back dispassionately at the demise of the
Auto Age. Striking parallels are found
between the Auto Age and the Pyramid Age,
both besotted with myths of unlimited
mobility, and both created unsustainable and socially unjust
cities. But toward the end of the 20th century, attitudes changed
in the Auto Age cities...An ecological revolution
took place that radically changed the shape of their
cities. Inspires with hope. Highly entertaining.
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CAR BUSTERS AIMS TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN
THE INTERNATIONAL CAR-FREE MOVEMENT. THE
MAGAZINE IS PUBLISHED QUARTERLY TO FACILITATE
EXCHANGE AND COOPERATION AMONG ACTIVISTS
AND CAMPAIGNERS, REACH OUT TO A WIDER PUBLIC,
INSPIRE NEW ACTIVISTS AND CHANGE THE WORLD.

SUBSCRIBE
o

4 issues of Car Busters magazine
(82 FF, US$17.50, £9, 24 DM, AUS$24 or 160 CZK)*

NOW.

WAIT?
WHY

Everyone should please now use this address:
ä Krátká 26, 100 00 Praha 10, Czech Republic

o

8 issues of Car Busters magazine
Please, write clearly.

(135 FF, US$28, £16, 40 DM, AUS$40 or 300 CZK)*

o I’m enclosing

for the following materials (bike stickers, books, etc.):

o I’m enclosing a donation of
because otherwise I’d blow it all on
o I want to receive the monthly bulletin, so here’s my e-mail address:
Name:
Address:
Date:

Signature:

* Eastern Europeans and “Third World” residents pay 1/3 of the Western rate, in one of the currencies below.

Car Busters accepts cheques in US$, FF, GB£, AUS$ and CZK; bank or postal transfers; and cash
in DM, NLG, US$, FF, GB£ and CZK (to reduce our exchange costs). No Eurocheques, please.

Announcements
Annonces • Anzeigen • Anuncios
Have something to
announce? Send it in
by the next deadline.
Believe it or not, it will
cost you nothing.

Action!
* Global Day Of Action for Climate Justice,
March 21. Join the Rising Tide Collective in
highlighting the corporations, governments
and other “suits” behind climate chaos.
Take action in solidarity with activists
aiming to bring radical ideas back on the
agenda of the U.N. Climate Conference
before they reconvene in Bonn this May.
More information on <www.risingtide.nl>
* Earth Day 2001: The theme is energy
and global warming. Every voice counts,
and every action matters.
Campaigns include:
* Human Rights And The Environment
* Government Commitments To A Clean
Energy Future
* Clean Energy Funding
* Safe Power: Leaving Nuclear Behind
* Power Save: Habits for Energy Efficiency
* Car-Free Day, on Thursday April 19.
For more details visit:
<www.earthday.net/goals>

Conferences, Seminars,
Trainings and Workshops
• 8th International Congress on the
Dangers of Transportation, March 23-25.
Including workshops on the Transportation
of Dangerous Goods—What Exactly Is It?;
European Legislation on the Transportation
of Dangerous Goods; Dangerous Goods and
the Risks of Transportation in the Alpine
Tunnels; and a Workshop on the Strategies

CAR
Busters

Announcements
Welcome to the
New Car Busters
Having fought off the perils of life in the
cave-riddled hills of Transylvania for
several years, Cristina is now committed
to a reduction not just in the number of
cars around the world, but also to her
personal garlic eating capacities. Which
is a great relief for us here in the office,
we can tell you!

of Environmental NGOs engaged in fighting
the environmental costs of transportation.
Contact: Initiative des Alpes, case postale
28, CH-6460 Altdorf 1 or see website
<www.ite-euro.com>
• Energy End Use Efficiency Workshop and
Exhibition, April 4-6. Including workshops
on Energy Efficient Economy, Energy Saving
Appliances, Energy Efficient Vehicles, and
Energy Efficient Transportation.
More information and registration by
fax at +90252 2868043
• Arts, Activism, & Social Change
Workshop, June 8-17. A nine day intensive
workshop intended for artists and activists
looking to gain practical experience with
designing and composing activist art
projects. Participants will receive handson experience in creating a wide array of
activist art, including puppetry, dance,
street theater, songwriting, murals, and
culture jamming.
For more information see <www.socialecology.org> or 001 (802) 454-8493
• Ecology and Community, June 23 to July
21. This month long, intensive learning experience offers workshops and practica in
the field of social ecology.
Courses include: Understanding
Capitalism: Global Perspectives; Ecological
Movements and Social Activism; Feminism
and Ecology; Radical Agriculture and
Ecological Technology; Toward Directly
Democratic Communities; and Public
Education and Community Action.
Contact <www.social-ecology.org> or
001 (802) 454-8493
• Training Course: The Managing &
Financing of Rural Transport, June 4-15,
Cambodia. This training programme will
look at the reasons for the success and
failure of rural roads projects, with a focus
on factors which need to be addressed if

rural transport investments are to be
successful in combating rural poverty. These
include the provision of transport services,
off-road transport infrastructure and the
appropriate planning of transport interventions.
Course Fee in the region of £3,400.
For further information and booking
forms please contact Miss Dawn A Gould,
email: <dgould@trl.co.uk>, International
Division, TRL Limited, Old Wokingham
Road, Crowthorne, Berkshire RG45 6AU,
United Kingdom.

Also joining us is Todd from San
Francisco, where the vampires may not
be at work, but the rabid car drivers give
you hell in Critical Mass.
He has brought his entire family, so
Mara and Obi. the mongrel dogs, will be
recruited shortly as our expert patrol staff
on the look-out for illegally parked
vehicles—to sticker or cock a leg at as
they prefer!

wish that her dream comes true—that
this next year involves less police brutality
than the one just passed. Good luck, doll.

Call for Papers
The third international conference on traffic
and transportation studies (ICTTS’ 2002)
will be held in Guilin, a famous scenic city
of China, July 23-25, 2002. The Call For
Paper of ICTTS’2002 is available from
<www.njtu.edu.cn/depart/xyjtys/ictts> or
by emailing <gpxiao@ center.njtu.edu.cn>

European Car Free Day Awards
An expert jury has chosen seven of the 71
participating municipalities of the European
“In town, without my car!” 2000 day as
winners of the “Best project” competition.
The best projects were looked for in three
municipality categories and evaluated due
to three criteria :
• reduction and calming of traffic
• promotion of public transport, cycling etc.
• marketing, ”originality” of implementation.
The winners are Werfenweng and
Pöttsching (municipalities of up to 5,000
inhabitants), Region Vorderland, Bad
Hofgastein and Kufstein (between 5,000
and 30,000 inhabitants) and Graz and
Salzburg (over 30,000 inhabitants). The
winners will be awarded in a special
ceremony in December.
- ETA Newsletter

And Goodbye to Bad Rubbish
Phew!! We didn’t think it would ever end,
but finally it has. Debbie’s year with us is
over, so we won’t have to face any more of
her crap in the office. Life can return to
peace and tranquity with no more fairytales,
rather less PMT (that’s PMS to Americans)
and probably a great deal fewer hugs.
She is going off to Amsterdam for
another year of fun and frolics, and we

Dodgy Picture

An embarrassment double-whammy, with
Car Busters’ Debbie (far left) and Kim (far
right) in Elfin Mode!
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