Summer 1998 Car Busters

Y,

Editorial Collective:

Randy Ghent, OlivierLarge,
Jocelyn Peyret, Fred Rollet,
Bethan Stagg
Translators:

Areli Carreon, Martine Dol-
miere, Suzel Gary, Pascal Lecaille,
Dodo, Boriana Paroucheva,
Alexei Terehov
Proofreader:

Christopher Dyson
Artists:

Ken and Roberta Avidor,
David Jeanneret, Andy Singer,
others

Directeur de Publication:
(required in France)

Frédéric Rollet Manus

a Please send subscriptions, ad-
dress changes, letters, artwork,
photos, article submissions and
your life’s savings to:

Car Busters

44 rue Burdeau

69001 Lyon, France

tel: +(33) 4 72-00-23-57
fax: +(33) 4 78-28-57-78
<carbusters@wanadoo.fr>
<www.antenna.nl/eyfa>

a Submission deadline forautumn
issue: September 15

aReprints permitted with a credit
to Car Busters.

a Distributors in Europe needed.
That means you.

Imprimé par Imprimerie des Monts-
Lyonnais, Les Plaines, 69850 Saint-Mar-
tin-en-Haut, France. N° de Commission
paritaire et n° ISSN en cours.

An Eight-Sentence Editorial

Spread the Word!

elcome to issue #2! We think
you’ll like it even better than
issue #1—and find it useful.

We’ve been able to pick up many
professional and activist magazine dis-
tributors in North America and Britain,
but we still have far to go in spreading
the word in mainland Europe. Please help
us out by becoming a distributor in your
area. (Contact us for details.)

The Esperanto article summaries in
Car Busters 1 incited some lively reac-
tions. Do you want us to keep them in?

We’re on the edge of our hard office
chairs waiting for your articles, graphics,
announcements, accounts of exciting new
tactics and more.

Nous espérons que vous apprécierez ce
numéro 2 encore plus que le précédent
numéro et que vous le trouverez trés
utile. Nous sommes arrivés a contacter
beaucoup de professionels et de dis-
tributeurs de magazines d’activistes en
Amérique du Nord et en Grande-Bretagne
mais il nous reste du chemin a faire pour
I’Europe. SVP, aidez-nous en devenant un
distributeur dans votre région (contactez-
nous pour plus de détails). Les résumés en
esperanto dans le numero lont provoqué
beaucoup de réactions.

Est-ce que vous voulez que nous les gar-
dions ? Nous attendons toujours avec une
grande impatience vos articles, dessins,
opinions, annonces, descriptions de nou-
velles stratégies et plus encore.

Willkommen bei Punkt 2! Wir
denken, Du wirst ihn mehr mogen, als
Punkt 1-und ihn niitzlich finden. Wir
waren in der Lage, einige professionelle
und Aktivisten-Zeitschriftenverteiler in
Nordamerika und England aufzutreiben,
aber wir missen noch viel machen, um
uns auf dem Festland in Europa bekannt
zu machen. Bitte helft uns dadurch, dass
Ihr Verteiler in Eurer Region werdet!
(Fragt nach wegen weiteren Infos.)

Die Artikelzusammenfassungen in
Esperanto im Car Busters 1 haben ein
paar lebhafte Reaktionen hervorgerufen.
Wolt Ihr, dass wir sie beibehalten?

Wir sitzen auf dem Rand unserer
harten Biirostithle und warten auf Eure
Artikel, Graphiken, Ankiindigungen,
Berichte iiber aufregende neue Aktions-
formen und vieles mehr.

Bienvenidos al ntimero 2! Creemos que
te va a gustar mas que el primero y que
lo encontraras util.

Hemos logrado contactar a varios
distribuidores profesionales y de revistas
activistas en Norte America e Inglaterra,
pero ain tenemos mucho que hacer para
correr la voz en Europa. Por favor ayidanos
convirtiéndote en distribuidor en tu region
(Contactanos para saber detalles.)

Los sumarios en Esperanto publi-
cados en el primer niimero provocaron
reacciones fuertes. ;Te gustaria que los
siguieramos publicando?

Estamos esperando al borde de
nuestras incomodas sillas de oficina es-
perando a que nos mandes tus articulos,
graficos, anuncios y noticias de nuevas
tacticas y mas.
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Bonvenon al la numero 2. Ni opinias,
ke vi multe pli shatos ghin ol la unua
numero, kaj ke vi trovos ghin utila.

Ni sukcesis kontakti multajn prof-
resiulojn kaj disvendistojn de aktivulaj
gazetoj en Nord-Ameriko kaj Britio,
sed ni survojas ankorau por la cetera
Europo. Helpu al ni kaj ighu disvendisto
en via regiono (kontaktu nin por pli da
detaloj).

La esperant-lingvaj artikoloj de la
numoro 1 vekis multe da interesigho. Chu
vi volas, ke Car Busters daurigu tion ? Se
jes kontaktu ilin!

Ni senpacience atendas viajn ar-
tikolojn, grafikajhojn, opiniojn kaj prezen-
tojn pri novaj taktikoj, kaj multe pli!

Cover:

Our proofread-
er Chris after a
late night at the
pub.

Notice:
Articles in this
magazine do
not necessar-
ily reflect the
opinion of Car
Busters or its
editors.
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Global Anti-Car Infection

Received “Car Busters.” An excel-
lent journal which, I hope, will infect
the world with a great idea! America has
turned into a national automobile slum. I
doubt our culture will survive it.

Jim Kunstler

[author, The Geography of No-
where)

Saratoga Springs, New York, USA

Chiapas Bike Revolution

Here in Tuxtla Gutierrez (Chiapas,
Mexico) I have been witnessing a grow-
ing cycling culture within mobile food
services, human-powered pedi-cabs and
water delivery.

A yellow, front-loading tricycle de-
livers a 20-kilo glass container of drink-
ing water to my doorstep. It’s an inspiring
and heartwarming sight to see these riders
out in the streets braving the everyday
insanity of motorized traffic.

These same three-wheeled wonders
are used by food vendors to peddle
(pedal) their “comidas de diablos” (meals
on wheels) in public parks and plazas.

In nearby Ocozocoatla, pedi-cab
drivers dominate the streets, having
created a sustainable niche that both the
townspeople and visitors alike rely on.

But the majority of these vendors
have taken to the bicycle primarily
because of the desperate economic situ-
ation; Tuxtla Gutierrez is a long way from
becoming a transportation mecca.

On the flip side, the seeds of ideo-
logical change are germinating. If, like in
Cuba, they can infuse economic disparity
with sustainable transportation education
and infrastructure, these seeds may have
a chance to grow into something truly
beautiful.

Calvin Smith

Tuxtla Gutierrez, Chiapas

<bicyclesmith@hotmail.com>
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Alcohol has the
capacity to regress
motorists to a pre-
industrial state of
mind, incapable of
operating complex
machinery in a “re-
sponsible” way.
But let’s not divert
our attention from
the true cause of
alcohol-related

car crashes: our
dependence on
cars and the lack of
alternatives.

- Ken Avidor
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CAR CULT REVIEW

n Cecile Porc drove for eight
miles with a cyclist spread-eagled
across her windscreen, refusing to
stop. Madame Porc, 83, hit the man
near Valence, France, catapulting him
onto the bonnet to hang for dear life.
As she accelerated to 110 kph, she
shouted “Murderer, Murderer.”

The man hammered on the wind-
screen screaming “I’m a cyclist” but
Porc just turned on the windscreen
wipers. Police eventually stopped
her.

“My only regret,” she later de-
clared, ““is that I didn’t drive into a
wall and squash him like a truffle.”

- Public radio’s “Car Talk”

n While the U.K.’s RoadPeace ac-
tually assists victims of car violence, a
California group by the same name has
popped up to offer plastic windshield
stickers, pledge cards and driving tips
for motorists “tired of people being
mean on the motorways.”

After founder Ann Clark en-
countered a rude guy on the road,
she exclaimed, “Enough! Let’s do
something to turn this craziness
around!”

Just decide to help make the
roadways a more peaceful place, and
send for your RoadPeace Kit, says
Clark’s web site. “Your stickers will
remind you to stay calm and serene
even if every other driver is going
berserk.”

n Olympic Gold Medalist Tara
Lipinski is turning ‘Sweet Sixteen’
and, like many teenagers, is looking
forward to the day she can drive a
car. With her mind on the dream, Tara
takes a look at Autoweb.com, the big-
gest automotive retailer online.

“I travel a lot [by car], so doing
things online makes sense because [
don’t have much time,’ said Lipinski.
‘The Autoweb.com site is really fun
and a real quick way of looking at all
my favorite cars from Chevrolet.”

- Autoweb.com advert

n Car-Free Cult Review: The
Christian Ecology Link promoted
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Car Show Hits Tallinn

A huge car exhibition came to Tallinn
last weekend [April 18] and congested half
of the city. Visitors had to drive 30 minutes
and then park two km away.

“The country must be filled with cars,
as car ownership is the democratic right
of free citizens,” the newspaper editori-
als concluded. “The exhibition ground
should have a proper parking house to
accommodate all cars.”

But a nearby festival ground holds
more than 200,000 people (1/4 of all
Estonians) at a time. If this place should
have a “proper” parking house to fit all
the car-driving “free” people of Esto-
nia, it would mean building at least ten
15-story parking houses that would stay
empty 99 percent of the time. Meanwhile
people can’t even cross a street safely
in Tallinn.

Mari Jussi

Tallinn, Estonia

Anti-Traffic Street Football

Since Norway is going ape over our
brilliant football team, we have started
playing football (once with 90 people)
in Prinsenkrysset, Trondheim’s most
heavily trafficked and polluted intersec-
tion. Bergen has done it twice, with great
success. Why can’t the French do this
during the World Cup?

Kristian Aas

Bergen, Norway
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Put all Articles in English

Bravo, votre magazine est tres drole
et instructif. Les allergiques a la bagnole
se sentent moins seuls. A mon avis, je
mettrais tous les articles en anglais avec
résumés dans diverses langues.

Patrick Ricou

Bourg la Reine, France

Critical Mass Hits Croatia

We just had Croatia’s first Critical
Mass—in Zagreb 35-40 people on bikes
rode through the city for almost an hour,
during a sunny Saturday morning. The
streets (3 lanes) were filled with bikes,
and we managed to block the traffic com-
pletely. There were no reactions from the
cops, and that was liberating.

Marko Lenjivac

Zagreb, Croatia

Berlin, Too!

Berlin, Germany also participates
in [Critical] Mass. See <www.vlm.net/
cm-berlin/>. Rides take place the last
Friday of every month starting 16:00
from Brandenburg Gate.

Mitya Suchin

Berlin, Germany

<cm-berlin@vlm.net>

Warsaw Couriers Inspire
We can see every day more and more
cyclists in Warsaw. One Danish company

has started delivering letters and pack-
ages by bike. This has proved successful
because cyclists don’t have to wait in
traffic jams. A few other companies have
started using bikes, too, for sending mes-
sages, delivering pizza, etc.

“Ordinary” people have been in-
spired by these couriers, and there are
crowds of cyclists now—"“crowds” by
Warsaw standards—which don’t com-
pare to the Netherlands at all, not yet.

Zuzanna Iskierka

Green Federation, Warsaw, Poland

<ZISKIE@sgh.waw.pl>

Bicycle Terrorist Threatens

Recently the Green Federation
painted with our help a 600-metre-long
bike lane on one of the main streets in
Warsaw. The government of the city
was not able to do it for two years, so the
greens decided to do it themselves. The
bikers’ demo of 150 people joined in with
the painting afterward. They demanded
more bike lanes within a month, or else
they will repeat these Critical Mass bike
rides every month.

Warsaw papers recently reported
about “menaces from a bike terrorist”
threatening to spray over cars that park
on the self-made bike lane.

Zaczek

Polish Anarchist Federation

Warsaw, Poland

<zaczek@tratwa.ids.pl>

S191197
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Fuel Price Rises

Bring Down Suharto?

The recent tumultuous events in
Indonesia have been splashed all over
the papers.

Escalating demonstrations in
April and May finally led Suharto’s
key allies to desert him and he had
little choice but to resign. The fuel
subsidy reductions demanded by the
IMF (International Monetary Fund)
were widely reported as the catalyst
for the rioting and demonstrations
before the downfall.

Probably just as important, but
less widely reported, were the steep
rises in public transport fares occur-
ring at the same time.

Other factors were responsible for
the public outcry, for example rising
prices of many goods and people’s re-
fusal to continue to accept Suharto’s
corruption-tainted regime.

Nonetheless, leaders elsewhere
are probably making a mental note to
themselves, “Never raise fuel prices;
never raise fuel prices.”

That would be a shame. The
sudden removal of fuel subsidies
certainly can hurt desperately poor
people. But on the other hand, fuel
subsidies, especially on gasoline,
always benefit the rich much more
than the poor. Removal of fuel sub-
sidies can be a sustainable solution if
carried out with policies that directly
benefit lower-income groups.

It’s urgent for governments and
international bodies to give serious
attention to fuel pricing policy. This
attention must go beyond the purely
economic and financial focus of the
IMF and include a sharp focus on
sustainability, and what is politically
possible in each country. n

- Paul Barter (SUSTRANS)
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Mitsubishi Boycott Fizzles What
About the Car?

After five years of railing against
Mitsubishi’s rainforest clearcutting,
U.S.-based Rainforest Action Network
recently struck a weak deal.

The Mitsubishi boycott had begun with
car show shut-downs and powerful news-
paper ads such as “Dahmer, Bundy, Man-
son, Mitsubishi: You Get the Picture.”

Later the campaign degenerated into
“Turning Mitsubishi Green,” featuring
the company’s logo evolving into a sprig
of leaves. On top of that, the deal struck
in the end isn’t even legally binding, yet
everyone thinks the boycott is over.

Even worse, the issue of Mitsubishi’s
cars was completely off the negotiat-
ing table—even though 40 percent of
the world’s forests will fry from global
warming by 2010 at the current rate of
temperature rise. If you thought Mitsubi-
shi’s logging destroyed forests, just wait
‘til you see what its cars can do. Let this
be a wake-up call to forest activists.

- Burnie Dozer

Now we want yours
CarBusters: How would you
improve it?

=  What are its best and worst
sections and/or contents?

—  What topics would you like
to see covered in future issues?
- Whatdo you think of the lan-
guage balance (or lack thereof)?

Strategy/philosophy

We Can't Win a “Me" Battle

“Taking transport personally” is an error many of us are
making, the one the oil and car industries promote to high
heaven: “It’s not just a car, it’s your freedom.”

No community-based group can win a “me” battle, such

as, “individual drivers mustn’t drive.” By playing to “me”
we are accepting the false reality of the advertising industry,
and wow are they ready to whip our behinds! They can put
car ads on the sides of buses.

Just look at the ads. It isn’t the language of practical
transportation, it’s the language of a simple drug pusher,
telling us all real power comes from me, me, me.

The goal of advertising is to turn every choice into a
decision about your own identity so that you will feel a
personal connection with your chosen product and will a)
buy it again, b) recommend it to your friends, and c) never
consider not buying it.

It can be very hard to go give up the false control the ad
world offers us, but we have to in order to live together.

Transportation is not about personal preference—it’s
a public decision, a public process. Before you argue that
individuals shouldn’t drive, how about arguing for a world
where cars are useless? n - David Powers

ey recara.a
Lo U Nedericsbes

Advert on the side of a bus, telling you to destroy your bus pass.
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Global

Over 25,000 people
took to the streets,

with party numbers
varying from 40 to
8,000. Critical Massers,
activists, hippies, dogs,
punks, ravers, kids and art-
ists pushed back the cars and
pounded the tarmac.
As a newspaper in Geneva
warned, it was not a good
day to venture out in a car,

On May 16 the Reclaim the
Streets party went global,
with at least 20 cities in 21
countries celebrating to-

gether.

Culture, music and resistance
ragedagainstcorporatedomi-
nation, whichis strangling the

globe.

“Since the system has gone

global, so has the resistance,

one banner stated. The ma-
jority of the street parties
also voiced a loud anti-car

message.

since you would find that
the polluted streets were no
longer a car driver’s domain.

The first “Reclaim the Streets”
party, in which car-choked spaces are
“liberated” (usually using a block-
ade) was born in London on May
14, 1995. Since then, the street party
has danced and diversified across the
U.K. and more recently worldwide.

A Party with a Purpose

The idea of a global street party
had been hovering in the air for a
long time. Events around trade lib-
eralisation, such as the G8 and WTO
summits fired up groups in Finland
and the U.K. to propose May 16. The
street party proposition circulated
to many other activists, mainly by
e-mail, many of whom grabbed the
idea with glee.

At the May 16 G8 Summit in
Birmingham, the eight leaders of the
world’s most industrialised nations
plotted how to advance the corporate
take-over of the world.

Two days later, the World Trade
Organisation’s Ministerial confer-
ence in Geneva celebrated the fiftieth
birthday of the WTO, an institution
that helps corporations challenge

The World Partied Together

Reclaim
the Streets Goes

Bethan Stagg

international trade barriers. The
car and oil industries represent an
overwhelming part of this corporate
bullying, companies such as Gen-
eral Motors and Shell.

Just as these barriers to the
hungry spread of global trade are
bulldozed aside, so are the physical
ones. Corporations lobby govern-
ments to expand road networks and
construct high-speed rail links for
transnational trade, sucking money
out of local public transport services.
An example: the Trans-European
Networks scheme.

Where's the Party?

Many cities chose a car-choked
urban landmark, those monstrous
junctions or link roads “crying out”
to be liberated. Utrecht activists took
a six-lane highway close to the sta-
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tion. Birmingham organisers chose
the infamous Bull Ring roundabout,
“a huge centre of tarmac surrounding
a sunken market space.”

Sydney and Berlin strategically
decided against “prize” targets. The
Berlin group believe their party
remained peaceful because “...for
the first time
we did not
choose one
of the very
big squares.”
Sydney po-
lice were
“relieved we
didn’t intend
to block a
major thor-
oughfare.”

Squares
were popu-
lar for sev-

drawn carts for their blockade, but
they were not able to obtain them
in the end. In Lyon, farmers from
the Confederation Paysanne nearly
came...in tractors.

101 Ways to Party

You could move to the beats of
four music systems
and 20 DJs in Prague,
or a women’s drum
group in Lancaster.
You could provide
the energy for York’s
pedal powered music
system or join some
individuals in Berke-
ley who were dancing
to the “baaarp” of
an overturned cab’s
horn! The Valencia
party-goers tell this

eral reasons.
Lancaster’s
was: “a nice space and without cars
whizzing past the whole square is
transformed. This worked well be-
cause the police could not block off
the road for us, there were too many
ways round.”

Lyon chose a location on the cor-
porate theme, holding its party in the
shadow of “the pencil,” the Crédit
Lyonnais tower (a French bank).

Block the Road and Boogy

Tripods were used to block off
the party zone in Lyon, Sydney and
Birmingham. In Birmingham the
police attached wheels to one of the
three tripods and wheeled it away!
(The tripod’s days are numbered if
the U.K. police can work out how to
remove them.)

Sydney’s tripods must have been
the most photogenic: “orange and
black bamboo tripods marked out
each end of the reclaimed space, the
massive main tripod reaching up to a
height of at least eight metres flying
the Eureka Stockade flag.”

In Berkeley overturned skips
(dumpsters) barred the street and
another “old favourite,” the defunct
car.

The larger parties must have
found that sheer volume of people
helped to block the road, helped no
doubt, by carefully placed music
systems and other large objects.
Lancaster had hoped to use horse-

story: “Finally we
visited the Virgin at
the cathedral, who certainly didn’t
expect us and therefore didn’t join
in the dance.”

Sydney’s street party offered a
dazzling array of distractions: “
carpets and sofas in the lounge space,
hot drinks stalls,
‘give what you
can’ food stalls,
skate ramp, a
five-terminal
internet station
(virtual party?),
two sand-stone
sculptors, po-
ets, fire twirlers,
street gardeners,
recycling and
rubbish bins and
loads of mayhem
and frivolity.”

Among the
many other ways
to enjoy yourself
at a street party
somewhere on May 16: fire shows,
puppets, “give what you can afford”
clothes, books and food sales, hand-
painted twister games, inflatable
castles, chalk pictures on the roads,
graffiti, banners, flags, breakdancers,
live music, drum circles, flag burn-
ing and a mobile “vote for what you
want” poll booth.

In Toronto posers danced in leop-
ard-skin jock straps, in Stockholm
people carried “beautiful nature-
inspired flags,” while in Lyon there

were some
intriguing
party-go-
ers: “a dev-
il scuttled
around, with
huge horns,
saucy red
tights and a
giant ‘Marl-
bourreau’
(torturer)
cigarette
packet on
her back.
Some evil
multina-
tionals in
black coats
loitered, their company logos on
their cloaks (Coca Cola-nisation,
McMerde, sHELL). A giant serpent
(G8) marching around the square,
a warty pig and a Mickey Mouse
among its eight horrible heads.”

Official Action or“Sauvage”

In countries where police vio-
lence thrives, organisers didn’t much
discuss whether to announce the
event to authori-
ties. In Tel Aviv
the group decided
to announce it so
they could carry
out more public-
ity. In Utrecht, the
party route was
announced but
not the destina-
tion: “police were
surprised that the
demonstration
at one point de-
cided not to fol-
low the rest of
the announced
route, simple bar-
ricades were eas-

ily placed.”

The majority of street parties
were held at secret, unannounced
destinations known only by a few of
the organisers and using a publicised
meeting point.

Let’s Swap Police, Finland!

Police violence was horrific in
Prague and Geneva and the arrests
often random (as I found out). Turku
in Finland may make some of us en-
vious: “The police were fine (Finnish
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~STREET PARTY -

police are worth exporting) two said
‘no problem with your illegal demo,
but please a bit less volume’ and that
was done.” Similarly, in Utrecht “at
the party site itself they kept a low
profile, although some even moved
to the 120+ BPM (Beats Per Minute)
music.”

Some organisers approached
the uninvited guests to calm them
down and gauge their reactions. In
Birmingham “seasoned diplomats”
negotiated with police, resulting in
the sound system’s safe exit.

Sadly, in many cities the police
were in no mood for a party. Toronto
organisers said “Officers were going
through the crowd with knives to cut
streamers and burst balloons, pushing
people out of the way and threatening
to arrest people who interfered with
them.” Leeds police over zealously
sprayed tear gas cans at a peaceful
crowd and later denied it.

Police often had riot gear at hand
and in Prague and Geneva the street
parties did indeed dissolve into riots
at the end. Prague’s were the worst ri-
ots in ten years: six police cars, three
McDonalds®, a Kentucky Fried
Chicken® and 22 policemen hos-

pitalised. “We
know the street
party used to
be non-violent
but we finished
it and people
moved sponta-
neously on to
the streets,”
recalls an or-
ganiser.

In many
countries, a
large street
party runs the
risk of attract-
ing rioters. This
outcome, apart
from injuries
and wrongful arrests, makes the po-
lice paranoid and adopt an even more
heavy-handed attitude in the future.
This argues for a smaller, more local
street party (as well as being more
appealing and enlightening to non-
ravers and locals).

And Now?
The street party is a “well-
travelled” phenomenon. Many cities

where no one had previously consid-
ered holding a street party organised
dazzling ones. The cities shared many
of the same frustrations and thrills
while discovering that different cul-
tures shape different parties.

The links made amongst these
cities through the street party will
continue to be explored. As one activ-
ist regaled, “the only thing [police]
can be sure of is that there will be
more of this sort of thing.” n

Contact street party organisers to
get advice and tips for your own street
party (see contact page).

Call for Help

Prague activists face expen-
sive prosecutions and imprison-
ments after the street party and
need your help. They ask activ-
ists to hold actions in front of
Czech embassies, inform people
and hold benefit concerts and
money collections, if possible.

(See the campaigns section for
address.)

a Le 16 mai, la grande féte “Reclaim the
streets” (libérons les rues) est devenue mon-
diale avec au moins 25 villes, dans 21 pays
différents, qui en ont été le théatre. En plus
de son trés fort slogan contre les voitures,
cette féte globale a lancé un défi contre le
libre échange dirigé par les multinationales.
L'événement coincidait avec la réunion du
G8 a Birmingham. La diversité de culture et
de créativité du 16 mai est un exemple et
une source d'inspiration pour de prochaines
fétes de rue.

aAm 16. Mai wurden weltweitin 25 Stadten
in 21 Landern , Reclaim the Streets“-Parties
gefeiert. Zusatzlich zu einer deutlich
horbaren Anti-Auto Botschaft, driickte
die globale Strassenparty die Ablehnung
des propagierten Freien Handels aus, da
es zeitlich mit dem G8 Gipfel in Birming-
ham zusammenfiel. Organisierende von
zuklinftigen StraBenparties kdnnen von
der Vielfalt an Kultur und Kreativitat des
16. Mai lernen.



Asian Greenspiration

From January to mid-June, Angela Bischoff and Tooker Gomberg traveled by bi-
cycle, foot and public transport on their “Greenspiration Odyssey” to document
and write about the environmental situation in Asia. The following are excerpts

from their travels.

January 22, 1998:

Kaohsiung, Taiwan

Bikes and boats are a natural com-
bination: neither are too fast, they’re
ecological, sociable, and relaxing. Ar-
riving at your destination you just untie
the bike, roll down the ramp and you’re
in the heart of the old city.

Getting around Taiwan’s second-
largest city we had to keep our wits about
us. Scooters and cars alike often slipped
through red lights, came at you from the
wrong side of the street, or sped by so
close that you could feel the wind brush.
And at night they often drive without
lights thinking it saves fuel (it doesn’t).
Many locals wore face masks. What a
switch from Japan where all types of
people rode bicycles.

Sidewalks are at irregular heights, so
pedestrians have to climb up or down a
step while winding your way through a
maze of parked scooters. Often it’s easier
to just walk on the stinking roads.

March 18, 1998: Hong Kong and

Lamma Island

Hong Kong: the densest place on
earth, where towers shoot up like a bam-
boo forest. Pedestrians in Hong Kong are
herded off the street onto elevated walk-
ways, jammed shoulder to shoulder in a
heaving mob of humanity. Underground,
a subway train snakes by every minute
swallowing up thousands of people at a
time. Sardines would find it cramped.

The drone of the beehive fades to a
hum as we escape on the breezy ferry ride

to Lamma Island. As we arrive, the sound
of shoes replaces the din of cars. The only
cars around are the toys that children play
with: welcome to a car-free island!

Just 5,000 people live on this hilly
14-sq.-km island. Without roads there is
room along the walking paths for scarlet
hibiscus blossoms and towering banana
plants. Clumps of jungle host hooting
birds, moaning frogs, giant night snails
and butterflies.

A few dozen single-seater “village
vehicles” motor around the concrete side-
walks carrying construction material or
garbage. But the real “grunt” work is done
by hand carts. Stores and restaurants are
serviced by four-wheeled trolleys that can
handle a thousand pounds no sweat.

If only our cities could be car-
free too. We’ve walked there, and it’s

magic.

May 10, 1998:

Nanning, China

There was something about Nanning
that we appreciated right from our arrival,
though we couldn’t quite put our finger
on it. It was a student who pointed out to
us that Nanning had banned honking!

With the rapidly growing numbers
of cars and motorcycles in China, honk-
ing and noise pollution have become a
constant irritation. Every motor-vehicle
driver seemed to be constantly leaning on
the horn. A man we met, Mr. Liang told
us: “Chinese people want to own cars. It
sends a message that I’'m rich, that I have
a high social status.”

Elsewhere in China, drivers honk

incessantly, racing around cyclists and
pedestrians as if to say “if you don’t get
out of my way I’ll run you over”.

But in Nanning, since drivers cannot
honk others out of the way, they must
drive slowly and carefully. A simple
measure, which cost nothing, has made
the city much more livable. Other cities
are copying Nanning’s silent treatment.

Last September, a one-month propa-
ganda campaign was followed by police
warnings. Repeat offenders—honkers—
had to publicly apologize on television.
In the following months, over 350 had
their moment of public shame. That had
the desired effect. Very few have received
stiff fines. The city is quieter, and the
traffic much calmer.

June 5, 1998:

Hanoi, Vietnam

Hanoi, a city of one million, retains
much of its charm, especially in the Old
Quarter. Low-rise buildings are jammed
together along narrow, winding streets.

Early in the morning, you can hear
birds singing from cages hanging in the
trees. But by 8 a.m., the streets are full
to capacity. Motorcycles are everywhere,
weaving, accelerating, and swerving
within a hair’s breadth.

Peddlers push a ride in a cyclo—a
three-wheeled, pedal-powered taxi. A
popular mode of transportation for tour-
ists and locals alike, this unique Viet-
namese vehicle is custom-made in small
shops. And a cyclo can be easily used to
transport bulky and heavy freight.

continued on page 29

a El 16 de mayo la fiesta “Reclama las
calles” se realizd globalmente en al menos
25 ciudades en 21 paises, donde se realizaron
eventos. Ademas de un fuerte mensaje
anti-coches, la fiesta callejera global ex-
presé un reto al libre comercio lidereado
por compaiias, ya que el evento coincidié
con la Cumbre del G8 en Birmingham. Los
organizadores de futuras fiestas callejeras
pueden aprender de la diversidad cultural
y la creatividad del 16 de mayo.
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a 16 ;ab B@ &F,<J <4DJ BD@8aH4:aFl
&@:>a “Reclaim the Streets.” !8P44 $76:4
@Dha>42@&a>Z B@ 8Da6>,6 <,D, & 25
h@D@*aN 21 FHDa>Z. Ga8 8a8 F@$ZH4,
F@&Ba:@ F Fa<<4H@< & #4D<4>h,<,, &
*@B@:>,>4< 8 BD42Z&1< BD@H4& <aT4>
h:@$a:>Z, J:4R>Z, a8P44 &ZDa0a:4 BD@H,FH
BD@H4& BD@&@*4<@x 8@DB@DaPb<4
B@:4H484 “FR@$@*>@6” H@Dh@&44.
?Dha>42aH@DZ $J*JV4N J:4R>ZN a8P44 <@
hJHB@R,DB>JHI*:b F$b <>@h@ B@:2>@h@
42 Da2>@@$Da2>4b H&@DR,F8@6 4
8J:IHJD>@6 a8H4&>@FH4 16 ;ab.

a La 26an de majo, la granda festo “Repostu-
lula stratojn”ighis globala kun manifestacioj
okazintajen almenau 25 urboj en 21 diversaj
landoj. Plie de sia forta slogano kontral ve-
turiloj, la granda globala festo lanchis defion
kontrau la liberalan markaton estrata de la
grandaj firmaoj. Tiu evento koincidis kun la
G8-kunveno en Birmingham. La organizantoj
de tiaj estontaj strat-festoj sekvos la ekzem-
plon de la kultura diverseco kaj kreiveco de
la 16a de majo.
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“Wicked” London Street

Parties

Streets in North and South Lon-
don experienced staged car crashes
on June 6, for the kick-off of two
London street parties.

The genial atmosphere at both
parties continued until nightfall with
shoppers joining the dancing and
even policemen tapping their toes to
the drums and samba. Police were
relaxed, avoiding a previous mistake
of sealing off people’s exit routes.

Violence was minimal, a “spoke-
screature” recalls, referring to chil-
dren venting aggression on the North
I .ondon scran cars n__

Zon - 5

Pluk De Straat Ill

(Amsterdam Street Party Ill)

Sunday, April 5 saw a Car-Free
Sunday action in Amsterdam, with
a few hundred people occupying a
bridge for over three hours.

The demonstration left a square
in the city centre with bikes and walk-
ers for an official demo for Car-Free
(Sun)days.

At a big bridge on the River Am-
stel, the demo stopped, three tripods
materialised and a bike barricade was
set up by locking over 30 old bikes

together in a chain.

The sound system started play-
ing and people with stilts and jug-
glers appeared. The Rampenplan
mobile kitchen brought drinks and
food. Party! Some drivers left their
cars to join in.

Later the police cut open the
locks to take away the bikes and re-
moved the road blockade materials.
Some struggles resulted in police
horses almost hitting tripods.

After several hours we moved
on, stopping in a tunnel nearby for
some more dancing, and ending in
a park where the sunny day stopped
and people danced in the rain with a
beautiful rainbow. Next party? You’ll
hear about it! n

- Pim Van Gaelen, Amsterdam

<pim@eyfa.antenna.nl>

North America’s First

Reclaim the Streets Party

On April 18, 200 people oc-
cupied Charles Street in the first
Reclaim the Streets Party to be held
in North America.

People first gathered to cel-
ebrate Anti-Corporate Earth Day,
when the appearance of the Food
Not Bombs truck heralded the start
of the street party.

A huge banner unfolded. A
rusty car was pushed to the end of
the street to block it. Orange traffic
cones, signs, sofas, barrels, drums,
and boxes of free food drew the
crowds onto the street.

The street had been turned into a
dance floor, a dining room, a theatre,
and a playground for people.

Police watched from a distance.
Afterwards, one of them tried to
arrest a few people for “stolen
property” who were cleaning up the
street. The allegedly stolen property?
A few traffic cones and signs. n

- Elisa Peter, Vancouver

<elisa@tao.ca>

Romanian Nature Friends

Fight Timisoara Traffic

On April 22, Tinerii Prieteni ai
Naturii (Young Nature Friends) or-
ganised its first traffic action.

We got a police permit to distrib-
ute “educational leaflets” to car driv-
ers at a busy intersection. The main
message: “Beware: Cars Aren’t Good
in the City,” with funny drawings and
shocking data about the impact of car
use on health.

The 15 of us wore filtering masks,
which turned black in two hours from
high pollution. The traffic was not
blocked, but since there was a big jam
anyway we didn’t miss a single car.
We praised the (rare) passing bikers
and public transport drivers.

Car drivers’ reactions depended
on the individual and the way we ap-
proached them. Generally, the older
and more polluting the car, the more
aggressive the driver.

Timisoara is the most liberal
and multicultural Romanian city,
but car numbers have increased in
past years.

Decades ago, bikes were com-
mon as a result of German influence.
Today no bike paths exist and only
a courageous few ride bikes. But we
have good public transport.

We plan to start a traffic campaign
in October to bring car-related prob-
lems to the public conscience. Young
Nature Friends hopes to receive cam-
paign ideas, fund-raising, and even
international volunteers. n

- Teodora Anastasoaie

Timisoara, Romania

RePReNoNS Les Rues

dictature

By autemotile,

7

Four hundred joined Dijon’s (France) street
party onJune 6. Fire breathers ignited sac-
rificial cardboard cars, which you'll learn
how to build in Car Busters 3.
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Activists squat disused railway station

Six Lanes? You Must Be

Choking!

“You must be choking,”baldly
declared a six-metre banner
outside Oxford’s railway sta-
tion.

Curiosity aroused, | turned
the cornertofindadecorated
building and a sturdy tree
house. Was | dreaming? A
protest site in the middle of

Oxford?

0, this is the London-Mid-
land Scottish railway sta-
tion, which stands in the
way of Council plans for a
six-lane “spaghetti junction.”

The station is decorated with
banners, artwork, and “alternative”
traffic signs. Inside, the spacious
building provides a sleeping room,
kitchen and information area and a
hanging net to provide a quick es-
cape. A circle of sofas beckoned to
me and here I heard the story over a
bottle of cider.

“This six-lane development is
designed almost entirely with cars in
mind, in spite of the Council’s deni-
als,” explains Gary, a former New-
bury activist. “People on foot will
have up to seven crossings to contend

with, waiting for two minutes at pol-
luted islands in between. Two of the
lanes are bus lanes but according to
the council’s own model, only a quar-
ter of the traffic in these lanes

A hundred years ago, the build-
ing was full of ticket buyers and
resounded with trampling travel-
lers’ feet. Today, work on rope
walkways in the trees progresses;
activists plot “lock-ons” and tun-
nels to resist eviction.

The exhibitions of photos and
news clippings are placed in the front
and the station’s “public relations”
team go out with their smiles, encour-
aging passers-by to sign the petition

will actually be buses.”

Ironically, the council de-
scribed it as a “junction realign-
ment” when it’s in fact the
biggest Oxford road planned
in years. The public have been
kept totally in the dark.

“The real reason for build-
ing the road seems to be the
sweeteners of £400,000 each
given to the council by Persim-
mon Homes and the University
of Oxford, who both want to
develop the area,” Gary told
me.

Wafic Said, an alleged
arms and torture-equipment dealer,
has donated £20 million to the uni-
versity to build a business school
here.

How symbolic of today’s trans-
port attitudes: a disused railway sta-
tion (Oxford’s railway station from
1851 to 1951) about to be removed
to make way for a car-centric pol-
luting project! As well as removing
this historic building, the road will
destroy several mature trees.

and take copies of the “Nightmare on
Park End Street” info sheet. Every
Saturday is open day, filled with mu-
sic, info, tours, painting and games.
Once you have sunk into one of the
comfy sofas, it’s hard to leave.

“We want as many people to pass
by and hear about what’s going on,
even if they only stop fora cup of
tea,” Gary said with a laugh. n

- Bethan Stagg

Guerrilla Bike-Lane Painter

Cited for Malicious Damage

A frustrated cyclist who painted
fake bike lanes along Sydney street
was let off a malicious damage
charge March 31 with a warning from
a magistrate and a $51 fine.

Manuela Crank, 27, was one
of a number of people who painted
bicycle-lane symbols around mid-
night on November 26. More than 40
of the symbols were applied to a busy
thoroughfare before police arrived.

Said one anonymous member of
the group: “the action was carried
out by a group of cyclists who had
become tired of asking nicely for
better facilities.

“In the past we’ve had no success
working within the system,” he said.

He said more bicycle lanes were
likely to pop up soon.

“The councils don’t seem to
have enough money to build enough
bicycle facilities so we’re helping

them out,” he added.
-AAP

Fight Trans-Israeli Highway

This motorway would cross 300
km of central Israel, covering our
remaining green spaces with asphalt.

- Much of the destruction would be

caused by development planned
along the road.

The companies involved:

* Africa Israel Investments (Israel)
* Société Générale bank (France)
* Canadian Highways (Canada)

» Hapoalim bank (Israel)

* Hughes (U.S.A)

Please act against these com-
panies. See <www.users.idc.ac.il/
green/road6.htm> for details.

- The Wolf

<armonb(@internet-zahav.net>

The former
railway station
ready for action.

B
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First Car Walking,
Now “Car Biking"

Alyson Ewald

(a shiny black BMW) parked arro-

live in Budapest, where there

are a few good bicycle paths,

a few bad ones, and thou-

sands of drivers who think
the streets and even pave-
ments (sidewalks) were
built only for them.
When cycling and
walking in town,
one frequently
has to deal with
cars parked all
over the pavements
and the bicycle paths,
which themselves are often
simply lines painted on the road.

For example, there is quite a
good bicycle lane between the par-
allel parking lane and the kerb of
one boulevard that I ride on most
every day.

However, the only thing to pre-
vent cars from parking diagonally on
this bike lane are some small metal
bumps a few centimetres high. Need-
less to say, the drivers frequently
ignore these little bumps.

The kerb is high, and there are
large trees planted along it, so it’s
quite an ordeal to pick up the bike
and carry it around the trees and back
onto the bike lane.

One day last year, frustrated once
again at having to manceuvre around
a car in my path, I remembered the
famous German car-walker Michael
Hartmann, who blithely walks over
any cars in his way. I decided to do
the same with my bike.

So when I came to the next car

gantly across the bike lane, I got
off, picked up my bike, and
“rode” it over the car’s
windscreen and bon-
net, making sure to
get lots of muddy
tyre-marks on
the clean glass.
Then 1 got
back on and
rode away feel-
ing vindicated
and exhilarated.
I hadn’t harmed
the driver’s property, but (s)he would
think twice before parking in the
bicycle lane again.

A few weeks later, [ was “riding”
my bike over my fourth car of the day
when the car-alarm went off. A pass-
ing pedestrian started scolding me,
and I defended myself in rudimentary
Hungarian.

As we argued, a small crowd
gathered. One man asked what had
happened. The first man explained
what I had done, and the others
looked at me, then at the car, then at
the street. Finally one woman said,
smiling, “She’s right.” I gave her a
wave and rode off. Since then I have
been cheered by several people who
watched me ride over cars.

Most of the time, if there is
someone in the car, I simply tell them
it’s a bike lane and they move their
cars. But there have been a few less
pleasant incidents. Once I tried to
convince a taxi driver that the place
where he was parked was for bikes,
not taxis and he reacted violently.

I encourage all cyclists to try
riding their bikes over cars that are
parked where they shouldn’t be. It
works best if you can manage to
ride through a puddle or some mud
first. Then just pick up your bicycle
in your hands and run the tyres over
the windscreen and bonnet of the car.
But first make sure there’s nobody
inside—it’s always best to educate
the ignorant person. n

Alysgu Ewald is an gntiznuclear
activist from the state of Vermont,
USA, living in Budapest, Hungary.

a D’abord la marche a pied sur les voitures,
maintenant faire du vélo sur les voitures.
Une cycliste de Budapest est tellement
en colére contre les voitures garées sur
les pistes cyclables qu’elle a commencé a
marcher sur les voitures... avec son vélo.
Ici, elle explique comment elle s’y prend et
donne aussi quelques conseils pour négo-
cier les réactions des automobilistes.

a Développée a Montréal, la manifesta-
tion spatiale démontre avec succés et
humour quel espace public est gaspillé
par une voiture transportant seulement
une personne. Cet article explique com-
ment construire ces chassis en bois qui
vous permettront d’augmenter la surface
occupée par votre vélo contre celui des
voitures.

a Zuerst ,Carwalking”, jetzt ,Carbiking” Eine
Budapester Radfahrerin hat sich so sehr tiber
geparkte Autos auf Radwegen gedrgert, dass
sie begann, iber Autos zu laufen...mit lhrem
Fahrrad. Hier beschreibt sie, wie sie ,PlatzDa
Demo” Erfolg als eine Gegend herumzutrans-
portieren. Der Artikel beschreibt, wie die Holz-
rahmen gebaut werden kénnen, um den Platz
zu vergroBern, den Dein Fahrrad im Vergleich
zu einem Auto braucht.

a Entwickelt in Montreal hatte die ,PlatzDa
Demo” Erfolg als eine humorvolle Art zu zeigen,
wieviel Platz ein Auto braucht, um eine Personin
der Gegend herumzutranspotieren. Der Artikel
beschreibt, wie die Holzrahmen gebault werden
kénnen, um den Platz zu vergré3ern, den Dein
Fahrrad im Vergleich zu einem Auto braucht.
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“Space Frames”

Tooker Gomberg and Bob Silverman

e infamous “manif spaciale”
developed by the Montreal
group Le Monde a Bicyclette
stands as one of their favou-

rite types of demos.

First, there is the humour of it—a
bicycle taking up so much space is
kind of ridiculous. And that is pre-
cisely the point: why take up so much
space to move one person around?
How wasteful!

Even with a small group of people,
or alone, this demo feels great. The
motorists finally give you wide berth,
and don’t squeeze up next to you and
scare you. So you can pedal along at
your own leisurely pace, not worried
about flying car doors, having to ride
right next to the curb, speeding cars
coming close to you, etc. Car drivers
are afraid of marring their paint job, so
they leave you plenty of room.

The frames are cheap to make,
and can be transported in pieces to
the demo site, and then assembled
there. The frames can be made more
colourful with balloons, clever
“licence plates” like “Ca Pue” and
“I Kill” or “Carmageddon” and the
like.

The action is very “media-genic”,
so that with only ten cyclists the
event looks substantial. If you have

a megaphone you can ride along and
chant slogans, or just tell passers-by,
who are usually quite curious about
the event, what’s going on. Of course,
if you have a small leaflet to hand out,
that improves the event even more.

From its creation in April 1975,
Le Monde a Bicyclette performed
“cyclodramas” (street theatre) at-
tempting in this way to change
people’s perceptions of the bicycle
and car in the city.

The immense space that each car
uses—to transport an average of 1.3
people every working day—has led
to the mass destruction of buildings
into parking lots in Montreal and
other North American cities.

To graphically illustrate the huge
waste of space of the car and the neg-
ligible space taken up by the bicycle,
we used wood frames to convert our
bicycles into the approximate size of
small cars and cycled in unison down

O HEET &2 LET I

| i

. 1 - A
R L T

Regoupement pour une Ville Sans Voitures
in Lyon, France, has borrowed the “manif
spaciale” tactic from Montreal.

Operating instructions

Drill a hole in a 3x2 metre-
long piece of wood. Do this four
times. Make sure the wooden nar-
row planks are a little longer than
the bicycle itself. Insert a long
cord or wire into the four holes.
Grasp the cord or wire with the
same hands as the handlebar and
brakes. Assemble in a park near
downtown and practice riding
together with these attachments.
It is best to peddle together on a
main street downtown as turning
is tricky with these attachments
and best avoided.

a Primero fue la caminata sobre los coches,
ahora es el pedaleo sobre

ellos: una ciclista de Budapest se enfurece de
tal manera con los automoviles estacionados
en las ciclopistas que ha empezado a tran-
sitar por sobre los coches... con su bicicleta.
Aqui ella explica como “Bicicletea sobre co-
ches’, con algunos consejos para lidiar con
las reacciones de los duefos.

aDesarrollada en Montréal, la“demostracion
espacial” tiene éxito como una forma hu-
moristica para subrayar la ridicula cantidad
de espacio desperdiciado en un coche para
solamente transportar a una persona. Este
articulo explica cémo construir estos mar-
cos de madera, incrementando el espacio
ocupado por tu bicicleta.

CJFF846

a E>aRa:a N@r*,>4, B@ <aT4>a< a H,B,DI

4 2*a B@ <aT4>a< >a &, @F4B,*, @*>)
*&JT8) & #J*aB,V, Ha8 *@FHa:4 <aT4>Z
BD4BaD8@&a>>Z, >a &,:@F4B,*>ZN
*@D@r8aN, 8H@ @>a >aRa:a N@*4H| B@
>4<...&<,FH, F@ F&@4< &,@F4B,*@<. %
FHaHI, @>a Da2F8a2Z&a,H, 8a8 @>a dH@
*.@,H, BD4&@* B@:,2>Z, BD4<,DZ @H& H@&
>,h@* N4> &@*4H,:b<.

a “AD@FHDa>FH&,>>Z, * <@>FHDaP44”
>aRaHZ, & ;@>D,a:,, B@:[12J'"HFb JFB,N@<
B@8a2aHI| >,BD@B@DP4@>a:l>@FHI| BD@
FHDa>FH&a, 2a>4<a,<@h@ <aT4>@6,
BD,*>a2>aR,>>@6 *:b B,D,&@284 &Fh@ :4T
@*>@h@ R,:@&,8a. % FHaHI, @5 XbF>b,HFb,
8a8 F*.:aH| *D,&b>>Z, Da<Z, J8D,B:b,<Z,
>a &,:@F4B,*, 8H@S$SZ @$@2>aR4HI
BD@FHDa>FH&@, 2a>4<a,<@, @*>4<
a&HE<@54:,<.

a Unue piediri surveturile, kaj nun
bicikli sure. Budapeshta biciklistino tiom
kolerighis kontrau parkighintaj veturiloj
sur porbiciklaj padoj, ke shi ek-marshis
sur ilin. Shi nun klarigas kiamaniere shi
biciklas sur la veturiloj, kaj ankau donas
konsilojn por negocii kontrau la reagoj
de automobilistoj.

a Disvolvigita en Montreal, la spaca
demonstrado sukcesis humure montri
kiom da spaco estas for-uzata per ve-
turilo transportanta nur unu personon.
Tiu chi artikolo klarigas kiel konstrui
lignajn chasiojn, kiuj permesos pliigi
spacon okupata de via biciklo kompare
kun tiu de veturiloj.
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Experiences from five corners of Europe

Lobbying Your
City Council

Whether you agree with
lobbying, your local gov-
ernment is not going to
disappearinahurry.Here
are the experiences of
some activists who have
tried to influence their
local council’s transport
agenda.

Michael Bridgeland
Southwark Cyclists
London, UK.

e impact of our cycling group
changed when, two ycars ago,
we started to act more construc-
tively. We got our borough’s cycling
officer out on a bike with us to look at
some of the facilities in the borough.
Instead of telling him “this is crap”
we’d say “what would happen if you
were to change this slightly?”

Now the cycling officer actually
rides his bike to work and under-
stands the problems much better.

We thought big but started
small. State the ideal, but be real-
istic, e.g., “What’s needed here is
a complete redesign of the entire
junction, but if we were to move
this island a bit and make it a bit
bigger, maybe that would help.”

We started making suggestions

on strategic issues, for example our
idea of a local network to compliment
and link into the current network of
planned routes. We proposed a short
route as a flagship route of this lo-
cal network. We
brought this up
in every casual
conversation with
the council, pro-
moting it as the
way to get every
person in the bor-
ough closer to a
safe cycle route.

cil. Now the cycling officer and his
“chief” ring us up regularly saying
“What do you think of this idea?”

Teo Anastasoaie
Tinerii Prieteni ai Naturii
Timisoara, Romania

An important factor in any lobby-
ing campaign is the position of your|
group in the city’s community. We

re a student group based on a well-
established student campus, a factor
which cuts us off from the wider
community. This
has proved a sig-
nificant barrier
to our lobbying.
A member of the
city even stated,
“You are not seri-
ous, you are not
from the city.”
We have found

Six months later,
our council has
this great idea!
How about a local network?

We have built up mutual trust
with the council without losing our
independence. We avoid “slagging
them off” in the press; there is no
point jeopardising the future for the
sake of a rant. Many of us take part
in actions such as the London Criti-
cal Mass, but as individuals, not as
a group. Image and professionalism
can count for a lot.

We accepted that this campaign-
ing lark is a long game; you can never
expect instant results. We always try
to get something out of our defeats as
well as our victories. Pat backs when
things work, look to the future when
they don’t and learn from these les-
sons. Two years ago we would have
to demand meetings with our coun-

that by making it

a conscious strat-

egy to integrate

ourselves in the
local networks and seek strong
contacts we have improved the situ-
ation.

Evert Hassink
Milieu Defensie

anti-car policy was
in Groningen in the

becoming more tolerant towards
car-traffic from the fear of losing eco-
nomic development. Milieudefensie
(Friends of the Earth Groningen) has
been fighting this trend by exposing
local authorities’ failure to follow
their official (anti-car) policies.

a Différentes méthodes peuvent
étre utilisées pour influencer les
pouvoirs publics (conseil mu-
nicipal, gouvernement...). Voici
quelques récits de militants en
transport de six pays. lls décrivent
leurs recettes pour regrouper différ-
entes associations pour lutter con-
tre un parking géant ou proposer un
réseau de pistes cyclables.

a Viele Methoden kénnen dazu be-
nutzt werden, die Verkehr-sentschei-
dungen Deiner lokalen Regierung
zu beeinflussen. Hier sind einige
Erfahrungen von Lobbyisten aus
sechs Landern. Sie beschreiben
ihre Vorgehensweise, einen riesi-
gen Parkplatz mit verscheidenen
Gruppen zusammen zu bekampfen
und ein lokales Fahrradwegnetz
vorzuschlagen.
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We’re now fighting a several-million-
guilder proposal to build a giant car
park under our central square. We
have formed a broad coalition to op-
pose it, consisting of political (Green
and even Christian) parties, bicycle
groups, public transport users, neigh-
bourhood groups, and individuals.

We have attracted press and po-
litical attention by emphasising that
big sacrifices must be made for the
sake of this project, and that projects
like this have got to stop. Our efforts
have helped keep non-car transport
and the importance of a compact city
on the planners’ agenda.

To publicise our campaign, we
organised a friendly blockade last
winter against V&D, a big depart-
ment store that has threatened not to
invest in the city centre unless the
underground car park is built.

Ferenc Joo

Hungarian Traffic Club
¢ have found the environ-
mental committee of the

Wmumcl al government to
be the best lobbying target because
this committee has a strong voice
in the assembly. Unfortunately its
members can still be convinced by
persuasive planners, especially as
most members of the environmental
committee are car users.

We have tried another approach,
teaming up with citizens’ groups
who organised demonstrations and
blockades, against the passage of
lorries through a densely populated
area of South Buda. This was a
success; the chief transport planner

eventually promised to erect traffic
signs forbidding lorries there.

Every year we try to influence
the city transport budget. We present
arguments in different committees
about the need for better public trans-
port, how more roads do not solve
congestion, etc. It is always impor-
tant to know some of the economic
aspects of projects you are opposing,
such as external costs, and to present
alternatives.

Each year we have a petition
campaign. This spring we
went one step further,
renting a bus, and
decorating its sides
with slogans such
as “We are waiting
for better public
transport!” and
“Do the decision-
makers ride with
us?” We drove the
bus around town
for a week and as
aresult, 113 orga-
nizations (mostly
non-environmen-
tal ones) signed
it.

To strengthen our campaigns
we often use a study that we ordered
from a city consulting firm. We have
dubbed this study “Our Shocking
Transport Habits.” It shows most
inner-city congestion is caused by
cars travelling from the suburbs, not
from circulation of traffic within the
city.

Fred Rollet
PouruneVille sans Voitures
Lyon, France

n France, a lack of environ-
mental activists often means
petitions and actions don’t work.

Building a relationship with the
council via letters, meetings with the
“right” people, approaching speakers
after public debates and discussions
over a drink often proves more ef-
fective.

We have learned you must chose
who you target in the council very
carefully. Politicians are more eas-
ily seduced by the technicians and
engineers than the public, therefore

it is often interesting to try and
convince these people first. It
can be hard to sift through

the layers of bureau-
cracy and find the
appropriate council
department to target
but after a few tries
you find the one
which most closely
echoes your ideas.
If you are to be
taken seriously,
you need to study
the planning and trans-
port documents that you can
obtain from the council. Show that
you consider the economic argu-
ments, since you will often be fight-
ing the commercial sector, with their
“dollar-sign” philosophy.

It is not impossible to learn your
facts so well that you know the files
and the project proposals better than
the politicians. You can then trip
them up in public, at some television
event or public meeting, when you

expose thefaulisin theirarguments.

n

You can contact any of the au-
thors through Car Busters.
Contact transport or environmental
NGOs in your country to see if they
provide lobbying guides. Transport

aMuchos métodos pueden ser usados
para influenciar las decisiones sobre
transporte que toman los consejos
locales o el gobierno. Aqui presenta-
mos algunas de las experiencias de
cabildeo en 6 paises. Se describen sus
técnicas, desde hacer manifestaciones
con muchos grupos para oponerse
a un estacionamiento gigante, hasta
proponer una red local de rutas para
bicicletas.
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aMultaj metodoj povas esti uzataj
por influi vian urbo-konsilion, sed
ankau vian registaron. Jen kelkaj
spertoj de pri-transportaj spe-
cialistoj el ses landoj. lli priskribas
siajn teknikojn por alproksimighi
al diversaj grupoj por lukti kon-
tral grandegaj parkejoj, kaj por
proponi biciklo-padaron.
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Great Britain

Blair Sets Back

Radical Transport Proposal
Meant to be published in May, the

U.K. government’s Transport White Pa-

per had been put off until at least July.

This document, proposing radical
pro-cycling measures, is still in the dis-
approving hands of the Prime Minister
and his Cabinet. They consider it too
“anti-motoring.”

The White Paper proposes taxation
of motorists to fund cycling initiatives,
compulsory cycle lanes on all new roads,
legislation to force train operators to carry
bikes and safe cycling routes for school-
children, according to The Times.

The government’s reaction demon-
strates their reluctance to turn earlier
promises to tackle Britain’s car problem
into action.

“They claim the White Paper has
been delayed to allow some re-doing
of the financial details, but they are
most likely chipping away its contents,”
Friends of the Earth U.K. reports.

Posh Edinburgh Conference
Unites E.U. Car-Free Network

Three hundred suit-and-tied car-free
city advocates each paid £493.50 to gather
in Edinburgh June 22 and 23. They dined
in the Edinburgh Castle, were received by
the Lord Provost, and got a private show-
ing of the Scottish crown jewels.

Apart from panels that mostly cov-
ered developments in European cities,
working groups looked at how to solve
Edinburgh’s transport problems.

Believe it or not they decided the
name of their pan-European intergov-
ernmental network—Car-Free Cities—
was too radical for them. But the name
will likely stay intact with an explosive
subtitle such as “Avoiding the Transport
Timebomb.”

Hitler's Road Plan Nearly Com-
plete—Fifty Years Later

Police raided a protest camp June 8
and arrested 24 people near Opole after

its month-long defence of a forest reserve
threatened by the A4 motorway. The
camp has disbanded for now.

“The police were okay, better than the
private guards who tried to attack the camp
chasing protestors with off-road vehicles
and beating them with clubs,” recounted
Marcin Hyla of Green Federation.

The motorway would slice through
Mt. St. Anna, fragmenting a reserve
of ancient woodland, destroying
habitats and a village. The
activists built tree-houses,
tunnels and lock-ons to

defend the site.

The motorway, to be funded by the
European “PHARE” project and the
European Investment Bank, has an eerie

background. “The road was part of
Hitler’s plans for the region. Spurred on
by their eagerness to join the European
Union and search for the cheapest option,
Polish authorities are displaying the same
totalitarian zeal in pushing their plans
through,” remarks one activist.

Contact tel: +(48) 33 183 153,
e-mail: <wopienica@pnrwi.most.org.
pl>.

Stop press: We just heard June 30
that a group have re-blocked the site.

Autofrei Leben Hits Bonn

Nicholas Huhn, who organised
last year’s Car-Free Life confer-
ence in the U.K., has moved back
to Germany and set up the similarly
named Autofrei Leben in Bonn on
June 6.

This second car-free life con-
ference united over 100 car-free
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“Why do people have to dash off somewhere?
Justlook at your kitten—it’s dozing so peacefully!
Machines will bring a new oppression of man.
They will only stir up envy and competitiveness.
The Revolution is in Jeopardy, but it will not be
destroyed. If we win, then we shall annihilate
these motors. Instead, we shall plant the groves
of Jean-Jacques..”

- Unknown, Moscow, 1921

campaigners for the day. A follow-
up conference is planned for this
winter in Weimar.

Indonesia

Reforestation Fund Used

to Develop National Car
Indonesia was un-
able to use a special re-
forestation fund to cope
with massive forest
fires last year because
the money had been
transferred to develop
anational car, International
Monetary Fund managing
director Michel Camdessus re-
vealed. The Timor Putra Company,
responsible for the national car project,
is controlled by Indonesian ex-President
Suharto’s youngest son.
- The (Malaysia) Sun

Cars Increase In Harare

Zimbabwe’s capital of Harare, a city
of nearly two million, now has a total of
261,059 vehicles, making it possible for
every eight people to share one car, a
government official said.

The number of vehicles is expected
to grow in the next few months, bring-
ing about more traffic congestion
problems.

A spokesman for the Ministry of
Transport and Energy said the situation
had created parking space shortages and
traffic jams, adding that most motorists
could only use public transport if it is
improved.

Last year, the Harare City Council
banned heavy vehicles in the city during
peak hours and increased parking fees in

a1 c11011 10 1Cd W0 Nicle
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Nigeria

Shell : humour noir

Le président de la société Royal
Dutch Shell, Co Herkstroter a demandé
le 8 mai, au Nigeria d’accorder “un traite-
ment juste” aux détenus politiques de la
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minorité ogonie. “C’est un exemple de
notre engagement a soutenir les droits
fondamentaux de I’homme”. Non seule-
ment il se moque du monde, mais Shell
continue dans les faits a soutenir le
régime nigérian et sa répression féroce
contre les Ogonis.

Nigeria Releases 15

Ogoni Political Prisoners

On May 22, 15 of the 20 Ogoni
political detainees held in the same cell
since May 1994 were granted bail by the
Nigerian High Court.

A ruling on bail applications by
another five prisoners is expected this
summer. They face the same politically
motivated murder charge which sent Ken
Saro-Wiwa, and eight other Ogoni to the
gallows in 1995.

Since 1993, Ogoni people have suf-
fered shootings, rapes, arbitrary arrests,
mass looting, extortion, torture and
imprisonment in degrading conditions at
the hands of a military that is armed and
paid for by Shell.

The Ogoni 20 have been in prison
because they opposed Shell’s dirty opera-
tions in Nigeria and the devastation of
Ogoni land by 30 years of oil drilling.

Shell has its own private police force
operating in the region, an elite detach-
ment of the Nigerian police.

Meanwhile Shell has threatened to
sue Canadian Post workers refusing to fuel
their company vehicles at Shell stations in
solidarity with the Ogoni.

For news on Ogoni, Shell and Ni-
geria contact Delta, Box Z, 13 Biddulph
Street, Leicester LE2 IBH, UK., tel:
0116 255 3223; web: <www.oneworld.
org/delta>.

Or contact Project Underground:
1847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703,

USA, tel: +(510) 705-8981, fax: +(510)
705-8983; web: <www.moles.org>.

First Made-in-Nigeria
Car Launched

The first made-in-Nigeria car known
as Z-600 has been launched in the eastern
city of Owerri.

Nigerian engineer and Chief Execu-
tive of Izuogu Motors, Ezekiel Izuogu,
said he conceived, designed and manu-
factured the car.

The unit price of the new car is
between 150,000 and 180,000 naira (be-
tween U.S. $1,800 and $2,000).

Nigeria has several vehicle assembly
plants, but new cars have been priced be-
yond the reach of the average salary earner,
forcing many to patronise the booming
market of imported used vehicles.

Izuogu said it would require 200
million naira (U.S. $2.4 million) to set
up a factory fit to produce only about 30
Z-600 cars a year.

Tibetans Turn to Taxis
In the vast and sparsely populated
Tibet Autonomous Re-

gion, people tradition-
ally visit relatives by
riding horses. However,
more and more Tibetans
are turning to taxis.

“It’s more comfort-
able and more fashion-
able to take a taxi,”
said one Tibetan youth
getting out of a taxi.

“Being a taxi driver
is good,” said 30-year-
old Cedan, a Tibetan
farmer-turned taxi driv-
er. “It not only promises
amodest salary, but also
makes me more clever
as a result of commu-
nicating with all types
of people from different
places.”

Since the first taxi

company set up in Lhasa in 1994, taxi
numbers have surged from 10 to 970. “To
take a taxi” has become one of the most
frequently used phrases among Lhasa’s
residents,” said Cedan. - Xin-
hua

Cars at Fault in all Accidents

In China, “in any accident involving
an automobile and a pedestrian or cyclist,
the driver of the automobile is presumed
to be at fault. Foreigners often complain
ofracial treatment when they are consid-
ered at fault in an accident.”

- Consular information sheet

Economic Growth =

Cars and Motorcycles

In Guangzhou, one of the pioneer cit-
ies “opening up” to capitalism, bicycles are
giving way to buses and motorcycles.

Even during rush hour, bicycle flow
is light on city streets and half of the
original bicycle lanes have been con-
verted to motor-vehicle use.

The Wuyang Bicycle Company,
once a profitable manufacturer here, has
merged with a motorcycle group.

Deng Xingdong, engineer of the
Guangzhou Institute of Traffic Plan-
ning, said the city’s choice of traffic
tools has always reflected the level
of economic growth. In Guangzhou,
capital of Guangdong Province, the per
capita gross domestic product is 3,000
U.S. dollars and 617,000 cars and motor-
cycles are registered in the city.

Guangzhou has a population of 3.9
million. Now every two families share an
automobile or a motorcycle.

- Xinhua

Beijing Oxygen Bars

In Beijing, air pollution is so bad that
people patronize “oxygen bars,” where
the only mood-altering substance avail-
able is pure oxygen.

“When I was a little boy in Beijing,
the blue sky was really impressive,”
said Liang Congjie of the local group
Friends of Nature.

Today air quality is up to five times
worse than Los Angeles. Breathing Bei-
jing air for a day is equal to smoking three

New Fee Cuts Bike Sales

Sales of bicycles have been de-
pressed by an annual licence fee of
Sh200 for bicycle owners introduced by
the Nairobi City Council February 20, a
trader said yesterday.

“Bicycles are meant for the poor and

continued next page
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the licence fee can make a big difference
to the income of a poor person,” said M.
Shah, the bicycle shop owner. “It can
scare a prospective buyer away and this
seems to be what has happened.”

Shah said that before the licence
fee was introduced, bicycle sales were
remarkably higher.

Shah appealed to the council to scrap
the licence, noting that bicycles, unlike
cars, did not damage roads. The trader
noted that he had lately witnessed the ar-

rest of bicycle owners unaware that the
United States

Nation’s First Car-Free Street

Lost to Developers

In 1959, Kalamazoo, Michigan
closed off several city blocks and con-
structed America’s first pedestrianised
street since the beginning of the car age.

After a successful petition drive
in 1996, area business and politicians
convinced Kalamazoo voters to pass an
initiative that would introduce traffic back
onto Main Street in hopes of sparking
developers’ interest.

The Kalamazoo Chamber of Com-
merce and the local Business Council
spent thousands of dollars swaying citi-
zens to vote for the redevelopment plan.
Removal of the first two blocks of the
car-free street began during the third week
in April. Traffic is expected to be flowing
down Main Street by September.

Fewer Taxis, Better City

New Yorkers saw a real-world traf-
fic reduction experiment on Wednesday,
May 13, courtesy of taxi drivers who
stayed home to protest against new reck-
less driving rules.

With dramatically less traffic, the
Manhattan central business district was a
pedestrian and urban paradise compared
to gridlock-as-usual May 12 and the ex-
haust pipe-generated haze of May 14.

- Tri-State Trans. Campaign

Clinton Transport Budget

Ignores Global Warming

On February 2, President Clinton
unveiled his proposed transportation
budget for fiscal year 1999. It includes
flat funding levels for highway programs,
but a cut in funding for transit.

Funding for federal transportation pro-
grams would increase from $42.8 billion to
$43.3 billion, an increase of one percent. As
usual, the bulk of resources in the bill go
toward the highway program. The proposal
now awaits Congressional action.

The Clinton budget provides $4.77
billion for transit funding in 1999, $67
million less than fiscal year 1998.

- Friends of the Earth
contact D. Hirsch: <hirsch@roads.foe.
org>

Charges Dropped

from July Critical Mass

Eight months after 105 people were
arrested in the infamous July *97 Critical
Mass bike ride, no one has ever gone to
trial. Charges in every case have been
dropped.

Mayor Brown and police brass
vowed at the time to get tough on the
arrested bicyclists.

“It’s a complete vindication of what
the bicyclists have been saying all along.”
said Jennifer Granick, a San Francisco
attorney representing 100 defendants.
“Their arrests were the result of efforts
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Opinion Turns Against Cars

Another “great green wave” is swell-
ing in Canadian public opinion, just like
the one that made environment the top
issue of the late 1980s, the head of a
major polling firm says.

The car seems set to be the most im-
portant issue, with 45 percent of people
saying driving a car is the most environ-
mentally damaging thing they do.

- Ottawa Citizen

Renault : a vous d'inventer la

friche qui va avec

Renault s’installe au Brésil a Curitiba,
a 300 km au sud de Sao Paulo, au bord de
I’Océan Atlantique. Parce que le construc-
teur souhaitait un site “trés pur pour que
rien n’abime la peintures des véhicules
fraichement produits”, la municipalité a
alors défriché une zone de source proté-
gée a 'intérieur de la forét tropicale; les
pouvoirs publics retirant a ce territoire le
statut d’espace protégé.

- Amis de la Terre

The World

Car Sales Thermoter:
West Up, Asia Slumps

Europe and America reported record
sales in early 1998. May saw the U.S.’s
highest sales since 1986.

Meanwhile world car sales have
slumped four percent since last year,
according to the Orwellian-sounding
Economic Intelligence Unit. Its report
attributes the decline to collapses in
Asian economies.

Ford and G.M's
Hypocrisy Exposed

“We just can’t make our products any
cleaner or more fuel efficient,” say the
“Big Three” U.S. car manufacturers.

This argument has always been a lie,
but now they’ve admitted it. While in
the U.S. they’re using this argument to
oppose higher fuel-economy standards,
the European operations of Ford and
General Motors have announced they are
supporting a plan to raise the average fuel
economy of new cars sold in Europe to 39
mpg within 10 years. That’s dramatically
higher than the current U.S. standard of
27.5 mpg.
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Des opposants a un oléoduc sont torturés et tués

Au Tchad, Elf recrée le Nigeria

de Shell

Fred Rollet

u Tchad, le député
Ngarlegy Yorongar est
détenu par le
gouvernement pour avoir
insulté et diffamé le président du
parlement, Wadal Kamougué.
Celui-ci, selon les déclara-
tions de N. Yorongar au journal
L’Observeur en juillet 97, aurait
obtenu de la société Elf 1,5 milliards
de Francs CFA pour sa campagne
¢électorale lors des élections prési-
dentielles de 96.

Yorongar avait également dé-
nonc¢ la main mise du président dic-
tateur Idriss Deby sur I’exploitation du
pétrole tchadien et le financement de
sa campagne par la méme compagnie
pétroliére. N. Yorongar qui a déja été
arrété une dizaine de fois et subit la
torture, devait passer en procés au
mois de juin avec deux journalistes
de L’Observeur. On craint pour la
sécurité de Yorongar. On sait que ses
conditions de détention et sa santé ne
sont pas bonnes.

Au centre de cette affaire donc,
le projet de captage des champs pé-
troliers du Sud tchadien ainsi que la
construction d’un oléoduc de

reliant a la cote camerounaise.

Ce projet de 3,5 milliards de
dollar (pres de trois fois le PNB
tchadien) est mené par un consor-
tium réunissant E1f (20%), Shell et
Exxon (40% chacun). Ce projet est
soutenu par la Banque Mondiale
qui accorderait un prét de 250 M$
au consortium et un de 115 M$
aux gouvernements camerounais
et tchadien pour leur participa-
tion dans I’affaire. Celui-ci, au
taux trés bas (0,5%), provient
d’un fond destiné a lutter contre
la pauvreté!

En fait, les revenus estimés a 600
MF/an profiteront surtout au clan
Deby, le Comité du Pétrole étant
constitué de membres de la famille
présidentielle... L’habitude d’EIf
et des autres groupes pétroliers a
soutenir les régimes les plus répres-
sifs (Nigeria, Gabon, Birmanie...)
s’illustre a nouveau au Tchad.

Les premiers déplacements
de personnes ont commencé en
juillet 1996 vers des zones sans
eau potable, ni infrastructures. Ils
concerneront 40 000 personnes. Les
équilibres écologiques sont égale-
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 Président Idriss DEBY, Prési-
dent de la Republique, BP 74,
N’DJAMENA, Tchad; fax: +(235)
514501.

* Monsieur Abdramane SAL-
LAH, Ministére de 1’Intérieur,
N’DJAMENA, Tchad; fax: +(235)
52 58 85.

» James Wolfensohn, Président
de la Banque Mondiale, 1818
H Street NW, Washington, DC
20433, Etats-Unis; fax: +(202)
522-0355 ou (202) 522-1677.

* M. Phillipe Jaffré, EIf Aquitaine,
Tour Elf, 2 place de la Coupole/
La Défense 6, 92400 Courbevoie,
France.

Plus d’information: Urgewald,
von-Galen-Strasse 4, 48336 Sas-
senberg, Allemagne; tel: +(49)
2583-1031; fax: +(49) 2583-4220;
<urgewald@koel.netsurf.de>.

Vous pouvez demander des
modeéles de lettre par e-mail a
<carbusters@wanadoo.fr>.

English

Summary: French oil company
EIf recreates Shell's Nigeria: Chad-
ians tortured and killed for oppos-
ing an oil pipeline from Cameroon
to Chad. In this dictatorship, EIf
persists in plan despite widespread
project opposition.

ENIIE
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To ease the coming crisis, driving must stop

Oil Crisis to Trigger Car-Free

Planet?

Society depends on it.
Industry can’t do without
it. Yet world oil produc-
tion will peak within two
years, and discoveries
peaked 28 years ago.
What willhappenincom-
ing years when demand
outstretches supply?

hell Oil geologist M. King
Hubbert predicted the
coming crisis with alarm-
ing accuracy back in 1956.
Once viewed as heretical for suggest-
ing the world would run out of recov-
erable oil around 2040, Hubbert’s
forecast is quietly accepted today.
Why quietly? Oil companies and
oil-producing nations want to keep
their corner on the energy market
as long as possible. As long as oil
remains cheaper than the alternatives,
the status quo continues.
For example, after OPEC (Or-
ganisation of Petroleum Exporting
Countries) implemented a per-

Summer 1998 Car Busters

country quota system in 1985, the
world experienced a curious leap
in reported oil reserves. Iran, Iraq
and Venezuela’s reserves jumped
100 percent, while Abu Dhabi and
Dubai’s skyrocketed 200 percent.
This means the world has much less
oil than people think.

Meanwhile the oil industry
claims we have enough oil until
2040. Enough oil for what? This
claim ignores world consumption
doubling in the next 35 years and
the coming production peak, after
which a quick and continuous decline
is inevitable.

So what happens after 2005,

when the energy required to find and
extract a barrel of oil will exceed the
energy contained in the barrel?

Can we simply switch to other
energy sources? Can such sources
provide the same amount of energy
and in a form usable by today’s in-
frastructure?

Many experts say “no” or “not
likely” to both questions, seeing no
practical replacements for petroleum
in transport, agriculture and chemical
manufacturing. They wonder how we
can support today’s population on al-
ternative energy sources, which by and
large won’t be ready or sufficient.

No other energy source equals
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a Les découvertes de pétrole dans le
monde ont atteint leur sommet en 1970 et
la production pétroliére aura son apogée
dans les deux prochaines années avant de
diminuer. D'aprés les experts, nous allons
tout droit vers une nouvelle crise pétroliére
causant des bouleversements économiques
et politiques d’'une ampleur historique. Avec
les infrastructures d'aujourd’hui et la crise
de demain, nous ne sommes pas préts pour
la transition vers d'autres sources d’énergie.
Plus tét nous laisserons la voiture, plus facile
sera la transition.

a Die riesegen Erdélendeckungen von 1970
wird die Produktion in den ndchsten zwei
Jahren steigern, dann wird die Produktion
anfangen schnell zu sinken. Nach Experten-
meinungen wird es wegen einer kommen-
den Olkrise zu einer ,6konomischen und
politischen Diskontinuitét von historischen
Ausmassen” fuihren. Mit der heutigen In-
frastruktur und der morgigen Krise sind wir
nicht in der Lage den Ubergang zu anderen
Energiequellen zu gestalten. Je schneller wir
das Auto loswerden, um so schneller wird der
Ubergang méglich sein.



Summer 1998 Car Busters

o — n-—.“--_r._ :

vwﬂ”“""“

Wﬁf

—_ spe

r L
== Ll

13K} wou are hers 2100
“Mradowa, 1993, p. 132 B on 1]
World CHl: Duncen & L oaaget
Yimngepaiat, 1997

L ————
" '\.:":'-_H-
i L“'\.

r"'. ﬂ"ll

' - ::"H'P-Fl'—-'lii

_"‘-\-\..

oil’s intrinsic qualities of extractabil-
ity, transportability, versatility and
cost. This explains how oil allowed
the global economy to take over from
the local. So anyone dependent on
the global economy will be at risk
after oil’s demise. People are even
starting to wonder whether such an
economy—based
on ever-increasing
energy use and
ever-expanding
markets—can con-
tinue past 2020.

Brought on
by oil depletion,
a world without
cars may arrive
sooner than you
think. But who—
and what—will be
left to enjoy such a
world?

less bleak. Whereas if we wait until
the last minute to move away from oil
use—which is required to build even
solar cars—“many of the world’s
‘developed’ countries may look like
today’s Russia,” says analyst Jay
Hanson.

Why such a drastic prediction?
To find out you
must analyze the
energy-profit ra-
tio of various en-
ergy sources, that
is, the amount of
energy expended
to recover “new”
energy.

With petro-
leum, one “gains”
up to 100 times the
energy expended
(an energy profit
ratio of 100). But

Possibly not
much will be left.
After the end of cheap oil, industry
will likely scrape the Earth’s surface
in search of energy. Formerly oil-de-
pendent people could find themselves
razing forests for wood energy.

We can’t know for sure. But pre-
paring now would make the picture

with most renew-
able energy sources

and coal, the ratio stands below 10.
This means that today’s energy
consumption level cannot continue
past 2020, and will have to drop rath-
er quickly thereafter. In an economy
based on growth and inflation, this
spells “the end of the world as we

know it,” as R.E.M. once sang.

“The coming oil crisis will be an
economic and political discontinu-
ity [chaos] of historic proportions,”
says Colin J. Campbell, a senior
oil industry geologist. Campbell
authored “The Coming Oil Crisis”
last year and works as an associate
of Geneva-based Petroconsultants,
widely regarded as the foremost au-
thority for the global oil industry.

Oil depletion on the horizon
means we need to abandon the car as
soon as possible. Doing so now would
allow us to make the transition to a
solar economy much less painful and
deadly. Building more cars—and
driving the existing ones—will only
exacerbate the coming crisis.

Economic implosion could easily
result. Today, for example, when car
sales drop four percent, we have a
recession. What happens when sales
drop ten percent? 20 percent?

All this might reek of gloom and
doom to industrialists, but after a
harsh transition we’re looking toward
many positive possibilities: a turn
from transnational to local, a reversal
of the concentration of wealth and
power, and a return to sustainable
economics based on non-motorised
transport.

If it hadn’t been for what’s prob-
ably the largest industry cover-up in
history, we could have begun this
transition back in 1956, with far less
serious consequences. When the

21n1ea4

Web sites on global oil depletion:

* <http://dieoff.org>

o <www.wri.org/wri.energy/jm_oil/index.html>

o <www.ecotopia.com/hubbert/campbell/camfull. htm>
* <www.igc.apc.org/awea/wew/684-1.html>

» <www.crest.org/renewables/thl/april96-oil. htmI>

o <www.petroconsultants.com/book/book.htm>

a Los descubrimientos de pozos petrole-
ros conocieron su esplendor en 1970 y la
produccién de crudo alcanzara su nivel mas
alto en los proximos dos afios y comenzara
a disminuir rdpidamente. De acuerdo a
los expertos estamos llegando a una crisis
petrolera que provocara “una discontinui-
dad econémica y politica de proporciones
historicas!” Con la infraestructura de hoy y la
crisis de mafana, no estaremos listos para
cambiar a otras fuentes de energia. Mientras
mas pronto renunciemos al auto, mas facil
serd la transicion.
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a Malkovradoj de petrolo en la mondo
kulminis en 1970, kaj la petrola produk-
tado atingos sian pinton dum la du
venontaj jaroj kaj malpliighos poste.
Lau ekspertuloj, ni survojas rekte al nova
pri-petrola krizo kiu kauzos ekonomian
kaj politikan stagnadon, kun historiaj
implikoj. Kun hodiataj infrastukturoj kaj
la alvenanta krizo, ni ne ankorau pretas
por transiri al aliaj energioj. Ju pli frue
ni forlasos veturilon, des pli facile estos
tiu chi transirado.
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Global Party May 16

Street Party Organ

List

Berkeley Reclaim the Streets
e-mail: <berkeleyrts@hotmail.com>
web: <http://xinet.com/bike/btbc>

Birmingham Reclaim the Streets
e-mail: <brumrts@yahoo.com>

Cambridge Earth First!

Box E, Arjuna, Mill Road
Cambridge, U.K.

web: <www.cusu.cam.ac.uk/green/>

Car Busters
Attn.: Bethan Stagg or Comité Chiapas
(at magazine address)

Helsinki Reclaim the Streets
(from July 25)

c/o Tynkkynen

Kaarikuja 2 K 60

00940 Helsinki, Finland
e-mail: <oras@iki.fi>

Jyvaskyla Reclaim the Streets
(from Aug. 22)

c/o Hamalainen

Keljonkatu 36 A 3

40600 Jyvaskyla, Finland
e-mail: <oltrak@hotmail.com>

Lancaster Reclaim the Streets
Community action and spontaneity!
c/o The Bookcellar

9 Meeting House Lane

Lancaster, U.K.

e-mail: <lancaster_rts@hotmail.com>

Maloka

Street parties, imaginative bike actions
B.P. 536, 21014 Dijon, Cedex, France
tel: (+33) 03 80 66 81 49

fax: (+33) 03 80 30 60 72

Neo-Liberation

29 Fort Barreau

1201 Geneva, Switzerland
e-mail: <red-red2@span.ch>

People’s Global Action
Anti-free trade/WTO network
c/o AstA der RWTH
Turmstrasse 3

52072 Aachen, Germany

tel: +(49) 241-80-37-92

fax: +(49) 241-87-61-03

e-mail: <playfair@asta.rwth-aachen.

London Reclaim the Streets

PO Box 9656, London, N4 4JY, U.K.
tel: +(44) 171-281-4621

e-mail: rts@gn.apc.org

web: <www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/campaigns
/rts.htm1>

Pobal an Dulra

Weekly direct action newsletter
242 Sunset Drive

Cartron, Sligo Town, Ireland
tel: +(353) 71-44348

e-mail: <diarmo@indigo.ie>

Road Kill and Garden Society
RTS and other anti-car activities
P.O. Box 85541

Seattle, WA 98145, USA

tel/fax: (206) 632-2954

e-mail: <can@scn.org>

Tegen Wegen Beweging

Contact for Critical Mass, street parties
and bicycle direct action

P.O. Box 18154

1001 ZB Amsterdam, The Netherlands
e-mail: <autovrij@dds.nl>

Toronto Action for Social Change
Anti-corporate, anti-poverty and anti-
state/ alternative institutions

P.O. Box 73620

509 St. Clair Ave. West

Toronto, Ontario, M6C 1C0, Canada
tel: + (416) 651-5800

fax: + (416) 651-9770

e-mail: <burch@web.net>

Ya Basta

Alternative newspaper

c/o OIZ, Kreuzstrasse 7

01067 Dresden, Germany

tel: +(49) 171-325-13-67

e-mail: <gtrabajo@hotmail.com>
web: <www.agp.org>

anti-oil campaign:_

web: <www.geocities.com/
CapitolHill/Senate/5947>

Zeme Predevsim!

(Earth First! Prague)

P.O. Box 237

16041 Praha 6, Czech Republic
e-mail: zemepredevsim@czn.cz
web: <www.geocities.com/
RainForest/Canopy/1651>

European
Information
Sources

A SEED Europe

(Action for Solidarity, Equality, Environ-
ment and Development)

Anti-TENs Euro-motorway campaign
P.O. Box 92066

1090 AB Amsterdam, The Netherlands
tel: +(31) 20-668-2236

fax: +(31) 20-665-0166

e-mail: <frank@aseed.antenna.nl>

Ecoplan International

Transport consultants with European
knowledge, “Smogbusters” report

4 Rue de Chevreuse

750006 Paris, France

tel: +(33) 1-44-41-63-40

fax: +(33) 1-44-41-63-41
e-mail:<postmaster@the-commons.
org>

European Youth for Action (EYFA)

Car Busters’ parent organisation
Various decentralized European proj-
ects

P.O. Box 94115

1090 GC Amsterdam, The Netherlands
tel: +(31) 20-665-7743

fax: +(31) 20-692-8757

e-mail: <eyfa@eyfa.antenna.nl>

Friends of the Earth Europe
National FOE transport contacts
29 Rue Blanche

1060 Bruxelles, Belgium

tel: +(32) 25-42-01-83

fax: +(32) 25-37-55-96

Transport and Environment

Lobbying and E.U. monitoring network
Boulevard de Waterloo 34

1000 Brussels, Belgium

tel: +(32) 2-502-99-09
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Minister turfs the way for Car-Free Day

Car-Free Day Hits UK.

Transport minis-
ter Glenda Jackson, ‘ |
had a busy day on
June 12. She was
laying the last turf
on the civic of-
fices’ car park to
mark the launch
of Environmen-
tal Transport As-
sociation’s Green
Transport Week.

The day included
a “Commuter Challenge
Race,” and the Electrical Ve-
hicle Association’s Annual General
Meeting. Let’s hope the electric
vehicles weren’t so conspicuous
later that week on National Car-
Free Day.

Over 80 towns and cities held
car-free events, many organising
several on the same day. Kingston
went one step further by declaring
both the Tuesday and Saturday as
Car-Free Days.

Councils everywhere asked
staff to leave their cars at home.
Shepton Mallet offered free break-
fasts as an incentive and Hertford-
shire asked a donation to charity
from “anyone that absolutely must
come in by car that day.” Oxford
City Council closed the staff car
park—permanently!

Meanwhile in Totnes, par-
ticipants competed in trying to
cross the district using only public
transport (hopefully not too chal-
lenging). Bradford-upon-Avon
held rickshaw and pony and trap
rides. Tooting’s mayor proudly led
a procession of gas- and electric-

powered vehicles.
| The day in
Gloucestershire

é‘a't' Oo was “‘sheer car-less-

P ness” with a “vast

’ range of initia-

tives” including

a street theatre

of dancing traffic
wardens.

Many confer-

ences and debates

happened throughout

the country: on “better use

of road space” in Kensington.

Cambridge held one on re-opening

national rail lines.

Echoing the Global Street
Party exactly a month before,
Crewe organised a street party
for “Pedestrianisation and Par-
ticipation.”

Britain was indeed blessed that
day. Even the Highways Agency
supported Car-Free Day, holding
initiatives on several congested
motorways to encourage users
to use alternative transport. (Not
building motorways would be an
even better initiative).

The diversity and innovation
of the different events is truly
dazzling. Anyone planning a car-
free day themselves to look at this
website or contact the organisers
for ideas. n - B.S.

Contactthe ETA ar 10 Church
Street, Weybridge, KTI13 8RS,
UK., tel: +(44) 1932 828882,
fax: +(44) 1932 829015, <eta@
eta.co.uk>; <www.eta.co.uk>.

Respirer la ville maintenant!

Ce titre est le nom d’une associa
tion crée a I’initiative du groupe
Chiche! Il s’agit d’améliorer le
cadre de vie d’Avignon pour le
rendre respirable, plus vivable
et y installer plus de sociabilité.
L’association a pour projet de
réclamer un ville sans voitures un
samedi ou un dimanche par mois.

Elle souhaite participer a
I’élaboration du Plan d’aménagement

urbain qui doit étre finalisé au ler
décembre prochain.

D’ores et déja, 1’association ac-
cueillera le SET (Sustainable Europe
Tour) du 24 au 28 juillet afin de sensi-
biliser les Avignonais aux transports
soutenables.

Christophe Frangois, 3 Impasse
des Pavillons, Ile de Piot, 84000 Avi-
gnon; <chicheav(@caramail.com>;
messages: +(33) 4-90-86-84-33.

- Chiche! Avignon

Confronting
Car Violence

enty-five New York City
I activists aim to build a move-
ment reclaiming all streets as

safe for cycling and walking.

They plan to:

» confront car violence by put-
ting pedestrian and cyclist deaths
and injuries in context, rather than
trivialising and dismissing them as
“accidents.”

* Expose intimidation of cyclists and
pedestrians as antisocial;

* Attack technologies that endanger
cyclists and pedestrians (such as
car phones and, coming very soon,
dashboard PC’s)

* Hold corporate and public policy
accountable for car violence

The group has memorialized
100 pedestrian and cyclist fatalities
through images stencilled on streets.
The group has begun a database of
hundreds of fatalities in order to gain
amore precise understanding of how
they are occurring, and to document
the failure of agencies and elected
officials to stop, or even acknowl-
edge, the slaughter. The group has
also written articles, fed information
to reporters, and assisted victims’
families.

Activists in other cities are taking
notice, and “in our biggest dreams we
envision linking up with and helping
ignite a worldwide movement against
car violence,” the as-of-yet-unnamed
group stated.

For more info, visit <www.cars-
suck.org>. You can e-mail them
through the website. n
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Urban Italians Spend
7.2 Years in Traffic

Naples residents spend 140 minutes
in transit each day, says Legambiente, an
Italian green group.

Assuming an average life span of 74
years, a Neapolitan will lose 7.2 years
of his/her life in traffic. A Roman, who
spends 135 minutes travelling each day
will lose 6.9 years.

The situation is almost as bad in
other cities. People in Bologna will lose
5.9 years, and those in Milan 5.3 years,
reports the newspaper La Republica.

- Awake! magazine

The Environmental Cost
of One Car

These figures explain why car-caused
pollution cannot be fully addressed by
switching to alternative fuel sources or
solar-charged car batteries:

Extracting raw materials:
26.5 tonnes of waste
922 million cubic metres
of polluted air.
Transporting raw materials:
12 litres of crude oil in ocean
425 million cubic metres
of polluted air.
Producing the car:
1.5 tonnes of waste
74 million cubic metres
of polluted air.
Driving the car:
18.4 kilos of abrasive waste
1,016 million cubic metres
of polluted air
Disposing of the Car:
102 million cubic metres
of polluted air.

These figures are based on a medium-
sized car, three-way catalytic converter,
driven 130,000 km over 10 years, averag-
ing 10 litres/100 km of unleaded fuel. (The
study was published a few years ago.)

- Cradle to the Grave study, Umwelt-
und Prognose-Institut Heidelberg
(Handschuhscheimer Landstr. 118a,
69121 Heidelberg, Germany, tel./fax:
+(49) 6221-47-35-00).

in America.

Germany'’s Bicycle Boom

In the current Transportation Quar-
terly Rutgers University planning profes-
sor John Pucher documents a dramatic
20-year increase in German bicycle use
(while car driving has dropped).

Pucher eliminates factors like climate
and geography as explanations for cy-
cling’s far greater presence in European
than in North American transport, and
says that the longer average U.S. urban
trip distances cannot account for the
dramatic difference.

“In short, bicycling has been thriv-
ing precisely in those countries that have
adopted policies to make bicycling faster,
safer and more convenient,” Pucher
argues. “Bicycle use has been falling
in those countries that that have been
neglecting the needs of bicyclists.”

Pucher examines in detail how
western German cities have nurtured
bicycle use. He says the German
examples are more interesting than
Danish and Dutch ones because cy-
cling was not particularly prominent
in Germany in the 1970s, and the big
cycling increases since then have come
about alongside rapid suburbanization
and the world’s second-highest (after

Summer 1998 Car Busters

A car causes more pollution before it's ever
driven than in it’s entire lifetime of driving,
Neopolitans spend 140 minutes a day in traf-
fic, and European pro-bike policies explain
the higher level of bike use in Europe than

the U.S.) car ownership rate. But even
in major cities like Munich, cycling’s
share is 15 percent of all trips.

Germany’s most extensive bicycle
systems consist of elements like:

* Bicycle path networks reaching all
major commercial and residential areas.
These are generally separated from traf-
fic and feature ample sign systems and
color-coded route plans.

* Traffic-calmed local street networks
that slow and re-route car traffic while
providing easy, direct access for cyclists.
Many cities with high cycling levels also
have policies that restrict urban parking
and highway capacity supplies.

» “Bicycle streets” that permit car
traffic but are designed to give priority
to bikes—others are one-way for cars but
have two-way bikeways.

« Traffic signals that give intersection
priority to bikes.

« Strong public education on bike
safety and the many personal, social and
environmental benefits of cycling.

» Adequate parking facilities of scale
that varies from large central bike parking
depots to wide coverage of low capacity
on-street parking racks.

- Tri-State Trans. Campaign

Country Percent of Trips by Travel Mode

(all trip purposes)

public

bicycle walking transit  car other
Netherlands 30 18 5 45 2
Denmark 20 21 14 42 3
Germany (western) 12 22 16 49 1
Switzerland 10 29 20 38 3
Sweden 10 39 11 36 4
Austria 9 31 13 39 8
Germany (eastern) 8 29 14 48 1
England/Wales 8 12 14 62 4
France 5 30 12 47 6
Italy 5 28 16 42 9
Canada 1 10 14 74 1
United States 1 9 3 84 3
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How to Cure a Car Addict
SuivonsS le courS de 1EVoluTION

John Stuart Clark

Drivers are more likely
to switch to cycling than
walking or public trans-
port. What prevents
them from converting is
far more complex than
cycle campaigners and
planners might have
previously believed.

Cataloguing the results of the most
comprehensive British public survey of
its kind, Attitudes to Cycling is a new
report from the Transport Research
Laboratory (TRL).

Perhaps the most striking results
hinge on the contradiction that while
cycling is perceived as good, and some-
thing to aspire to, cyclists themselves are
viewed as poor, weak, eccentric social
failures. Cycling is something you give
up when you grow up and buy a car.

Motoring, on the other hand, is
rapidly losing favour but motorists are
managing to hang onto their kudos.
They are still perceived as endowed
with financial success, social status and
personal power. That is a lot to give up
for a push-bike.

It seems the decision to reject cycling
is heavily influenced by three factors that
advocates have previously glossed over
or failed to address: image, inertia and
negative peer pressure.

According to Attitudes, the public
just do not have a mental picture (a ste-
reotype) of the ordinary, everyday cyclist,
and therefore cannot put themselves in
his or her place. Even in York, where a 20
percent of journeys are made by bicycle,
“Images of cyclists as tourists or students
tended to dominate.”

They will only respond, however,
if given a clear image they can read-
ily identify with. The report states that
corporations and institutions, employers
and “other social influencers,” have a
crucial role to play in up-rating the image
of the down-trodden pedal pusher. By
endorsing cycling, providing incentives
and facilities, they will effectively legiti-
mise the activity as something suitable,
even desirable, for the “professional”

classes.

The non-cyclist suffers from chronic
inertia. S/he can think of no good reason
for taking to the saddle, and views the
whole exercise as troublesome. Further-
more, cyclists are a nuisance, “the most
arrogant **¥*¥** apnywhere” (quoting
“male, non-cyclist, Ealing”), and they are
taking up road space. All the arguments
about convenience, enjoyment and health
are lost on these people.

Fortunately, the report suggests, the
inert are vulnerable to two “triggers.”
They are wide open to the moral argu-
ment and becoming increasingly “social
minded,” a condition “in which concern
for the environment and excessive car
use outweigh negative associations with
cycling.” Our mistake is to hone in on
cycling as the alternative they aren’t
looking for, rather than much broader
issues of urban life enhancement of
which cycling is simply a part.

This gels with the rather alarming
discovery that cycling promotion initia-
tives (specifically the National Cycle
Network) have failed to make an impres-
sion on non-cyclists.

Although driver behaviour and traffic
speed were cited as the principal deter-
rents against cycling, “strategies such as
(the) provision of safe cycle paths were
not sufficient to induce a change in an-
ticipated behaviour.” It seems no amount
of segregated cycling infrastructure will
induce people to leave the car in the
garage and pedal to the shops.

The image of the new model cruising
down an empty highway still holds cred-
ibility, despite its patent misrepresenta-
tion of the truth. As comedian Ben Elton
says, “It’s not the car I want to buy, it’s
the open road!”

The report is inspirational in identify-
ing public health campaigns as marketing
models that cycling promoters should
study if they wish to successfully win
over diehards and encourage occasional

cyclists to become regular users. The
important thing is not to “seek, or be seen,
to confront the car.”

Attitudes is ground breaking in
identifying the link between car use and
dependency. “In a very close analogy to
smoking,” we need “strategic initiatives
to break the habit. It is difficult to get
people to contemplate change by attack-
ing the very behaviour they rely on.”

Car addicts need to be weaned off
their twice-daily hit, which can’t be
achieved by the rather simplistic notion
“that by promoting and advertising the
personal and environmental benefits of
cycling, people will cycle more.”

Acknowledging that individuals are
at different stages toward conversion,
TRL further recommends a targeted
campaign taking people by the hand and
leading them to enlightenment. n

- Bicycle News 460000

John Stuart Clark is a freelance
Jjournalist, cyclist and cartoonist.

Attitudes to Cycling is available free
from TRL, 266 Old Wokingham Road,

Help Reduce Short Car Trips

Send the Centre for Transport
Studies information on successful ef-
forts to minimize short car trips.

The centre is launching a study to
estimate the potential of various local
initiatives, especially experiments that
included systematic monitoring.

The centre also welcomes data on
the nature of short trips (less than eight
km), (e.g., mode used, trip purpose,
etc.), to compare with U.K. figures.

Contact Roger Mackett, Centre for
Transport Studies, UCL, Gower Street,
London, WCIE 6BT, UK.; tel: (44)
171391 1554; fax: (44) 171 391 1567;
<rlm@transport.ucl.ac.uk>.
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Translation:

Follow the

course of
evolution.
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Ecotopia 1998: August 1-18
Ecotopia, the 18-day-long gathering
of European environmental activists,
will this year be held near Freiburg,
Germany. The theme: transport. The
dates: 1-18 August. Not to be missed.
Come for all or part of the time.
Contact Umwelt und Projektwerkstatt,
Habsburgerlnnen Str. 9, 79104 Freiburg,
Germany, tel: +(49) 761-554083; fax:
+(49) 761-554084; <UMWELTWERKST-
ATT@ 3LANDBOX.comlink.apc.org>.

European-wide Meeting
Against Cars: Happening?

Car Busters issue #1 included an
announcement for this October 11-18
Munich meeting, but since issue #1
we’ve tried to get in touch with organiser
Michael Hartmann by several means
to no avail. Feel free to try yourself at:
Limesstr. 10, D-81243 Munich; tel: +(49)
89-871-39-107; e-mail: <david.herzog@
metronet.de>.

Earth First! UK Gathering

This year the direct action get-together
will take place in darkest Dorset from Sept.
9-14. Contact <cornerstone@gn.apc.org>
or Car Busters for further info.

Streets for People Seeks

International Exchange

Transport 2000’s Streets for People
project has linked and helped build U.K.
local transport groups since its incep-
tion two years ago. Streets for People is
organising an exchange between U.K.
groups and groups in other countries,
for groups to learn from their different
experiences and to see new examples of
good transport planning practices.

Streets for People is seeking more
contacts of groups in Netherlands, Ger-
many, Denmark, Switzerland, France.
The project also wants to make contact
with interested council officers.

Interested? Contact Linda Beard
at: 10 Melton St., London, NW1 2EJ;
tel: +(44) 171-388-8386; fax: +(44)
171-388-2481; web: <transport2000@
transport2000.demon.co.uk>

Car Busters

Monthly Bulletin
If you want to become more involved
in Car Busters, sign up to our new
monthly bulletin. The latest from the of-
fice, formation of the magazine and the
best of the transport facts we receive.
Available on e-mail from <car-

busters@wanadoo.fr>.

Global Critical Mass

E-mail Listserve

The e-mail discussion listserve used
to organise the Kyoto Global Critical
Mass has transformed into “GLOBAL-
CRITICAL-MASS, a listserve “to foster
exchange of Critical Mass-related infor-
mation, experiences and resources on a
global level, including the organising
of internationally coordinated Critical
Mass rides.” To get on the listserve, send
an e-mail to: <cmass-web-request@
cascade.taz.net.au> with the word “sub-
scribe” in the message.

REPRENoNS “IRVES
etting from Ato B

For anyone thinking of buying a
folding bike to get around bike restric-
tions on trains and buses, 4 to B is the
main source of information. 4 fo B, a
bimonthly publication all about getting
around without the use of cars, focuses
particularly on trains, buses and bicycles
of all kinds. The magazine reviews bikes
(electric/folding/unusual), trailers, and
public transport of all kinds.

A to B costs £10 per year in the
UK., £12 US., $20 elsewhere. Send
cheques (either £ or 8) payable to A to
B, 19 West Park, Castle Cary, Somerset
BA7 7DB, England; e-mail: <post@
a2bmagazine.demon.co.uk>.

Asia-Pacific Info Source

Summer 1998 Car Busters

Sustainable Transport Action Net-
work for Asia and the Pacific (SUS-
TRAN) provides monthly news flashes
and an internet-based discussion list. Ev-
erything sustainable and people-centred
transport issues of relevance to Asia and
the Pacific and also to developing coun-
tries in general. Contact the SUSTRAN
Resource Centre for more info: A0602
Palm Court, Brickfields, 50470 Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia; fax: +603 253 2361;
<tkpb@pbarter.pc.my>.

Italian Qil-Sponsored

Urban Transport Conference

An international conference on
“Externalities in the Urban Transport:
Assessing and Reducing the Impacts” will
be held in Milan October 27 to 29. Confer-
ence details at <www.feem.it>.

The organising group, Fondazione
Eni Enrico Mattei, is a nonprofit foun-
dation endowed by ENI, the Italian
oil-gas company. The group claims to
have “grown out of the need to extend
knowledge of energy and environmental
issues.”

Bulletin du transport durable

Le Centre pour un transport durable
de Toronto (Canada) a lancé en mars sa
revue: Bulletin du transport durable.

Plutot centré sur I’Amérique du
Nord, ce bulletin s’intéresse surtout aux
probléeme d’énergie, de ressource et de
pollution, sujets traités a 1’aide de nom-
breux tableaux, graphiques et données
chiffrées. Cette revue de 20 pages existe
en deux versions - frangais et anglais - et
sera publiée annuellement, voire plus
fréquemment.

Centre pour un transport durable, 15
rue Borden, Toronto, Ontario, Canada,
M5S 2M8; tél: (416) 923-9970; fax: 416
926 6531; <cstctd@web.net>.

Coming Next Time
in Car Busters 3...
(Cheeky Self-Promotion)

» Volkswagen and the Nazi
connection

u Exposé:World Bank loans to
car manufacturers in the “Third
World”

A How to paint “guerilla bike
lanes” the Dijon way

~ French national Car-Free Day
coming September 22

W? Moscow Metro sickens as
private cars increase
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Sortie de route
Paul Verseau, Ed. du Cerisier,
1995, 60 FE.

lieu des embouteillages,

I’homme a le temps d’observer
ses voisins, eux aussi isolés
dans leur carapace métallique
autopropulsée. Il lui arrive de
s’interroger sur le pourquoi de
cette “file”, sur les notions de
mobilité, de bonheur et de pro-
gres, et plus généralement sur sa
vie elle-méme. De cette attente
forcée se dégage un véritable
mal de vivre, que Paul verseau
exprime au jour le jour dans ce
récit écrit en mettant a profit les
heures gaspillées. Extraits:

“Le matin, dans un grand
battement, la ville aspire les
automobiles dans un mouvement
implacable, comme si un grand
aimant attirait toute la ferraille
a lui. Le soir, la ville expire et
repousse pour [’espace de la
nuit, tous ces globules dont elle
a goulument extirpé la substance
pendant le jour.”

“L’étre humain est fait pour
travailler chez lui, pres des siens,
avec des gens qu'il connait, dans
un environnement qui lui est
familier. Ou alors au contraire,
il est fait pour partir au loin,
pour explorer, pour découvrir.
Mais il n’est pas fait pour se
transformer en termite, pour
s ‘accrocher chaque jour a un rail
qui le dépouille de lui-méme pour
[’emmener dans [’anonymat des
grandes villes.

1l n’est pas sain de travailler
chaque jour a des dizaines de
kilométres de chez soi. C’est
une déviation qu’ont permise
les concentrations urbaines et le
développement de [’ automobile.
1l serait peut-étre temps de lais-
ser aux gens la possibilitée de
prendre racine.”

- Oliver Large

I solé¢ dans sa voiture, au mi-

From cellular phones to Tamagotchi pets

Driver Distraction

Takes its Toll

The “Big Three” U.S. car makers
have started to draft voluntary guide-
lines for the manufacture and installa-
tion of car gadgetry—cellular phones,
dashboard-mounted PCs, etc.—in the
hope of fighting off regulation.

But the actual use of such devices
is the unaddressed real issue—not
how they 're manufactured or installed.
The “Big Three” are simply trying to
expand their profits by selling these
dangerous products.

Tamagotchi Pet in Distress

Kills Marseille Cyclist

A French driver killed a cyclist
and injured another after she took
her eye off the road trying to save her
Tamagotchi virtual pet, police said
Wednesday.

The 27-year-old woman became
distracted when the electronic pet,
which was attached to her car key ring,
started to send out distress signals.

She asked a friend in her car to
attend to the Tamagotchi, but in the
confusion she failed to notice a group of
cyclists on the road ahead. One died in-
stantly and another was hospitalised.

The woman was arrested after Sun-
day’s accident near Marseille.

Tamagotchi virtual pets, egg-
shaped devices invented in Japan, have
become a worldwide fad. They send
out electronic bleeps when they need
“feeding” or “cleaning.” If they are not
looked after they “die.” n

Using Car Cellphones

Quadruples Accident Risk

The risk of having a traffic ac-
cident while using a cellular phone is
the equivalent of driving drunk, claims
a study published Feb. 12 in the New
England Journal of Medicine.

University of Toronto researchers
found cell phone users four to five
times more likely to get into traffic
accidents than those who do not use
them.

“Telephones that allowed the hands
to be free did not appear to be safer
than hand-held telephones,” they said.
“This may indicate that the main factor
in most motor vehicle collisions is a
driver’s limitations in attention rather
than dexterity.”

The Toronto study by Dr. Donald
Redelmeier and Robert Tibshirani said
the risk “is similar to the hazard associ-
ated with driving with a blood alcohol
level at the legal limit.”

Brazil, Israel and Australia have
banned the use of cellular telephones
while driving and the new finding may
spark similar moves.

Redelmeier and Tibshirani used
13 months of accident data and phone
billing records of 699 volunteers to
pinpoint the time of the accident and
determine when a cell phone customer
was last using the phone.

Only after the driver had been off
the phone for more than 15 minutes did
the risk seem to dissipate. n

..Greenspiration

continued from page 11

But there’s a common attitude that
cyclos “get in the way” and hinder traf-
fic. So the government is cracking down,
banning them from certain streets during
certain hours. We wondered by what logic
motorcycles were allowed on any street
however narrow, and at any time day or
night, while cyclos were banned?

“Many feel regret that the Vietnam-
ese are forgetting the bicycle,” Nguyen
Linh of the Vietnham Women’s Union told
us. “Many miss the romantic past; it was
quieter and less polluted.”

A Honda Dream costs over U.S.

$2,000, and with annual salaries averag-
ing less than $400, somehow people can
still afford them. From 1995 to 1997,
Vietnam’s motorcycle population in-
creased from 3.5 million to 4.8 million.

It is hard to imagine what Hanoi was
like just five years ago when there were
virtually no annoying motorcycles. Or ten
years ago when streetcars still plied the
leafy boulevards.

In the countryside, the bicycle is still
common. Once we rode in a special lane
reserved for bicycles and water buffalo
(no joke). They may have horns, but at
least they don’t honk obnoxiously. n
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Killer Cars

I’'m going out for a little drive

and it could be the last time to see me alive
there could be an idiot on the road

the only kick in life is pumping his steel...
they won’t ever take me alive

cause they all drive

don’t die on the motorway

the moon would freeze

the plants would die

I couldn’t cope if you crashed today

all the things I forgot to say

- song by Radiohead

: ..

“Towards Car-Free Cities”

Conference Proceedings

The proceedings are both a self-
critique of “Towards Car Free Cities” (see
Car Busters #1) and a manual for anyone
planning a similar event.

You will find info on topics as diverse
as running a tripod workshop to effective
conference outreach. There is no better
teacher than experience, and in these
40 pages you will find information and
advice gleaned from our successes and
mistakes while organising this event.

The proceedings include:
« full descriptions of how the conference
was organised and evaluations
* boxed sections of handy tips
« entertaining articles by participants ac-
companying each section
« informative notes from discussion and
project groups
* contacts and resource lists

Available free by e-mail or by post,

for 5 Ecos plus postage costs. You can

request a specific section(s).

Lyon Conference Video

This video documents the work and
actions of the conference “Towards Car
Free Cities” in a punchy 36-minute for-
mat. So if you didn’t have time to come to
the conference itself, you can watch this
video in one-280th of the time that others
spent there. But seriously, this video can
be used to introduce others to the issue, or
to inspire groups already involved.

Available from Car Busters for just
15 Ecos. Note: It’s in the European
“PAL” format, not the U.S. “NTSC.”

“Free the Streets” Reader

This 68-page publication, produced
during the “Towards Car-Free Cities”
conference set-up, is filled with articles,
ideas and contacts for car-free activism in
Europe. Free by e-mail; 10 Ecos by post.

“Road Raging”

The road-fighter’s bible, published
by Road Alert! in Britain, is available
direct from Car Busters for 10 Ecos. (See
book review in Car Busters no. 1.)

Direct Action Manual

Written last year by a Farth First!
Journal co-editor, it’s a 152-page almost
comprehensive guide to direct-action
tactics developed by Earth First! and
other movements around the world.
Includes lots of useful diagrams and
illustrations.

Get it from Car Busters for 14
Ecos.

Available Direct: Books by

Wolfgang Zuckermann

Enjoy the classic “The End of the
Road: From World Car Crisis to Sustain-
able Transportation”. The children’s book
“Family Mouse Behind the Wheel”
teaches children at a young age the
problems of car culture. The large-format
book is told through superb full-color
illustrations and English text.

Bicycle

Stickers
(Actual Size!)

A. ONE LESS CAR

B. UNE AUTO DE MOINS

C. EIN AUTO WENIGER

D. UN COCHE MENOS

E. THANKYOU FOR NOT DRIVING
F. DEFENSE DE CONDUIRE

Car Bumper Stickers?

Big, cheap, hard-to-remove “can-
cer warning” stickers for cars (in French
or English; 10 Ecos for 50 stickers.)
Other languages to follow.

G. WARNING: This vehicle emits carbon
dioxide, carbon monoxide, nitrogen
oxides, sulphur dioxide, hydrocar-
bons, benzene, methane, aldehydes
and VOCs. Causes respiratory disease
and cancer. ESPECIALLY HARMFUL TO
CHILDREN!

H. ATTENTION: Ce véhicle émet du
dioxide de carbone...

These coat-
ed stickers
go along the
full length
of your bi-
cycle frame,
and can be
ordered
direct from
Car Bust-
ers. Please
send 1 Eco
for each,
and order
at least five
total.

Summer 1998 Car Busters
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Subscriptions

hank you for your interest in

subscribing to the quarterly

Car Busters magazine and
(hopefully) getting active to reclaim
your city from the car. Subscriptions
cost 24 “Ecos” per year, translated
into your country’s currency in the
third column at right. What are Ecos,
you ask? If you 're curious, see the ex-
planation below (right of coupon).

Francais

a Merci de votre abonnement. Voyez la
troisieme colonne a droite pour le prix
pour votre pays (82 francs en France).
Nous acceptons des chéques francgais et
de l'argent liquide de tout les pays. Si vous
devez envoyer un cheque d’un autre pays,
ajoutez 15% pour les frais de change.

a Danke fiir Dein Abonnement. In der dritten
Spalte rechts kannst Du den Preis fiir Dein
Land herausfinden. Wir akzeptieren Cheques
von Frankreich, Deutschland, USA und
Grofbritannien, Bargeld aus allen Landern.
Wenn Du einen Cheque aus einem anderen
Land schicken musst, stell ihn bitte wegen den
Umtauschgebiihren 15 Prozent hoher aus.

o I'menclosing
o I'menclosing

and-how to pay

HOW TO PAY: We accept cash
in all major European currencies
and U.S. dollars, plus cheques in
U.S. dollars, French francs, pounds,
guilders and German marks. We also
accept international postal money or-
ders, in francs. If you must send any
kind of cheque or postal order that
charges us for currency conversion,
please add 15 percent.

a Gracias por tu subscripcion. Busca en la
tercera columna de la derecha el precio en
tu pais. Aceptamos cheques de Francia, Ale-
mania, Estados Unidos e Inglaterra y efectivo
de todos los paises. Si mandas un cheque
de otro pais, por favor agrega un 15 % para
cubrir los gastos de conversion.

CJFF846

a #:aha*aD4< 2a H@ 8H@ &Z B@*B4Fa:4Fl
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Country

Albania
Austria
Australia
Belgium
Belarus
Bulgaria
Canada
Croatia
Czech Rep.
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland
Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macedonia
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
Ukraine
U.K.
U.S.A.
Yugoslavia

Help support Car Busters and subscribe!

...hell, it's not such a bad read, either.

Yes, here’s a little something | found under the sofa. | look forward to receiving the quarterly
Car Busters magazine and/or the items specified below.

for a one-year subscription (82 Ff, $17.50, £8.40, 24 DM or...).
for the following materials (bike stickers, books, etc.):

1Eco | | Subscription
20 Lek 480 Lek

7 Schillings 168 Schillings
0.9 Dollars 21.6 Dollars
21 Francs 504 Francs
3,000 Rubels 72,000 Rubels
100 Leva 2,400 Leva

0.8 Dollars 19.2 Dollars

1 Kuna 24 Kuna

6 Koren 144 Koren

3.8 Kroner 91.2 Kroner
3.6 Crowns 86.4 Crowns
3 Marks 72 Marks

3.4 Francs 82 Francs

1 Mark 24 Marks

130 Drachme 3,120 Drachme
33 Forint 792 Forint
0.35 Pounds 8.4 Pounds
1,000 Lira 24,000 Lira
0.14 Lats 3.4 Lats

0.8 Litas 19.2 Litas

21 Francs 504 Francs

9 Denar 216 Denar
1.12 Guilders 27 Guilders

4 Kroner 96 Kroner
0.75 Zioty 18 Zioty

70 Escudos 1,680 Escudos
700 Lei 16,800 Lei
700 Rubels 16,800 Rubels
5.5 Koren 132 Koren

46 Tolar 1,104 Tolar

70 Pesatas 1,680 Pesetas
4.5 Kroner 108 Kroner
0.9 Francs 21.6 Francs
55,000 Lira 1,320,000 Lira
0.17 Coupons 4.1 Coupons
0.35 Pounds 8.4 Pounds
0.7 Dollars 17.5 Dollars

1 Dinar 24 Dinar

Ecos?

Ecos try to
balance the dif-
ferences in value
amongvarious
currencies in
Europe, based
on living costs
in each country.
This way, things
cost roughly the
same to every-
one, regardless

of your country's

o I'm enclosing a donation of

because I'm extremely wealthy and must shed my guilt.
o | want to receive the monthly bulletin, so here’s my e-mail address (written clearly):

currency. With
Ecos, you still
use your coun-
try’s currency.

See the middle

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| ofthe “strength”
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Name: column in the
) chart (above) to
Group, if any: findthe value of
an Eco in your
Address: : : : country,
(including city, country and postal code)
Please make cheques payable to Car Busters, 44 rue Burdeau, Lyon 69001 Lyon, France. ]



